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DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS:

CHAPTER II

INCLUSIVE, JUST, AND EQUITABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Submitted by the Delegations of 
Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay and Venezuela)

ARTICLE 1

The human person is the center of the development process: its principal participant and beneficiary. The states shall therefore foster a person-centered development model and relations among the peoples of the Americas based on the dignity of human beings, recognizing that it will require a joint effort by governments and other social players in the region to achieve that goal.

ARTICLE 2

The peoples of the Americas have a right to economic development with social justice and the states have a duty to make every effort to promote and guarantee it, taking into account each country’s particular characteristics, with a view to overcoming poverty and achieving a decent standard of living.

ARTICLE 3

The states shall commit to adopting domestic and international measures to eliminate obstacles to development and, in particular, those stemming from the denial of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

ARTICLE 4
The states shall promote sustainable development and sustained economic growth by managing and making rational use of natural resources and ecosystems, so that their peoples can live in a healthy environment, with ample access to basic public services, such as drinking water and sanitation.

In order to generate inclusive, just, and equitable economic development, the states shall invest in human resource training, in physical infrastructure, and in scientific and technological research and innovation.

ARTICLE 5

The states shall guarantee, in accordance with their domestic laws, people’s right to build and benefit from new forms of social and productive organization, such as cooperatives and other partnership initiatives.

Likewise, they shall facilitate access by micro-, small, and medium-sized enterprises and by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes, with a view to reducing poverty, generating new sources of employment, and achieving a more equitable distribution of wealth and income.

ARTICLE 6

Respect for and promotion of the rights of workers, in particular application of the basic provisions of the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, of 1998, the promotion of decent jobs, and job generation are essential and contribute to the attainment of prosperity.

The states shall strengthen the labor law framework and ensure its effective application, will foster social dialogue, and will support professional training to improve working conditions and presence in the labor market.
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