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The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, declared the meeting open and presented to the Group for its consideration the order of business, document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.14/07, which was adopted without amendment.


Subsequent to its adoption, the Chair thanked the delegation of the United States for the proposal presented for Chapter II of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, distributed as document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.13/07, and reiterated the request for other delegations and/or regional groups to present proposals for other chapters of the document we were to prepare.
1.
Consideration of proposals for the operative section
The Chair presented to the Group for its consideration document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 rev. 6, which reflects the agreements reached regarding some texts and the status of negotiations of others at the close of the last meeting.
Article 3

The Chair noted that, at the last meeting, the Drafting Group had considered three paragraphs presented for Article 3.  The first paragraph was a proposal of the ALADI Group, revised by said regional group in keeping with suggestions and comments received.  The second paragraph was a proposal of the delegation of Uruguay, which had also received suggested amendments.  These two paragraphs had received favorable comments from the majority of the Drafting Group.


She also noted that the delegation of the United States had withdrawn two paragraphs it had presented for Article 3, and replaced them with a new one, which was considered, and which some delegations found highly relevant for placement in another section of the document, for example, it was indicated, in Chapter II.


The Chair noted that, at the last meeting, consensus has almost been reached regarding the first two paragraphs but, in accordance with the request of the delegation of Colombia, it had been decided to postpone the decision regarding the existing proposals.

The Alternate Representative of Venezuela, Mr. Mario Aguzzi, representative of the ALADI Group, presented to the member states for their consideration amended text of the first two paragraphs of Article 3, indicating that the new wording brought together elements of the proposals of the delegation of the United States and addressed observations made by other delegations at the last meeting.

The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, United States, and Panama referred to the proposed amendment and presented and considered additions and amendments.


The delegation of Canada presented a new, simpler text for paragraph 2 of Article 3, indicating that it brought together elements of the texts considered and of the reactions thereto.  The text proposed by the delegation of Canada was:


“The member states will foster policies and social programs directed towards the achievement of societies that offer all our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.”

After in-depth consideration of the existing proposals, the delegation of United States withdrew its proposal for paragraph 3 of Article 3, on the understanding and with the commitment of the other member states of the Drafting Group that the elements related to sound economic policies, protection of property, labor rights, and investment in education, health, social security, and other programs, contained in its proposal, would be developed in Chapter II of the Draft Social Charter.

Having given said undertaking, the Drafting Group adopted the following text for Article 3:
“The states, determined and committed to combating the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity and to address their underlying causes and their consequences, have the responsibility to create favorable conditions for achieving development with social justice for their peoples, thus contributing to strengthening democratic governance.

The member states will strengthen and foster policies and programs directed towards the achievement of societies that offer all people opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.”

With the adoption of the preceding paragraphs for Article 3, the proposal of the ALADI Group for Article 5 is contained in the first article mentioned.
2. Other business
No other business was discussed.
3. Delegations present
The following delegations participated in the meeting:

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil
Canada
Chile

Dominican Republic

El Salvador

Guatemala

Grenada

Honduras

Panama
Paraguay

Peru
United States

Uruguay

Venezuela
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