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Summary of the Ninth Meeting, held on April 11, 2007


The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, declared the meeting open and presented to the Group for its consideration the order of business, document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.16/07 corr. 1, which was adopted without amendment.

1. Consideration of proposals for the operative section

The Chair presented to the Group for its consideration document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 rev. 7, containing the wording of Article 3 approved at the meeting held on March 29.  In that connection, Ambassador Flores indicated that the proposal of the ALADI Group for Article 5 was thus fully contained in the first paragraph of said Article 3. 
The Chair also mentioned that consideration of Article 4 had begun on March 16, 2007, when, after reviewing different suggestions, the Representative of Brazil had proposed wording that brought together elements of several of the proposals presented.
The delegation of Mexico reported that it was withdrawing the proposal presented in order to include a sentence in Article 3 when it had been approved, on the understanding that the proposal might be considered for Article 5.

ARTICLE 4

The delegation of the United States indicated that, as the deliberations were nearing completion regarding Chapter I, it wished to note that consensus had yet to be reached on the title of that chapter and on a proposal presented by its delegation for a third paragraph in Article 1.  It also referred to the proposals presented for Article 4 under negotiation.
The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela referred to different alternatives and supported the wording presented by the delegation of Brazil.  Accordingly, discussion focused on that proposal.
After in-depth consideration, which included discussion by the Representative of Venzuela of human rights, and recognition thereof in different international documents, the Group approved the following wording for Article 4:

“Everyone is born free and equal in dignity and rights. The member states reaffirm their commitment to universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms as essential elements to achieve social justice and strengthen democracy.”

ARTICLE 5

The Group began consideration of Article 5 by considering the proposal presented by the delegation of the United States, which proposed amendments to it.

The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela discussed different aspects of the proposal and the elements to which it referred.  

The delegation of Venezuela proposed including reference to the responsibility of states for their own model of social and economic development.  This proposal was discussed broadly, but consensus was not reached thereon.
The delegation of Mexico requested inclusion in Article 5 of its proposal presented during the negotiation of Article 3 that referred to cooperation and solidarity among the states to achieve development.
After a broad exchange of ideas, in which the delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Honduras, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela participated, the delegation of Brazil presented a shorter and more concise proposal that contained most of the elements considered, based on Articles 3.e and 33 of the OAS Charter.  However, consensus was not reached, and the Group decided to continue consideration of alternatives for this article based on the following text:

“Brazil:  Every state has the right to choose its political, economic, and social system and primary responsibility to create and implement the national policies most appropriate to its needs. Mexico/Venezuela:  Cooperation and solidarity among the countries of the Hemisphere are fundamental elements of national efforts to achieve their own development and to contribute to the fulfillment of the individual.”
2. Other business

No other business was discussed.

3.
Delegations present

The following delegations participated in the meeting:

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil
Canada
Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

El Salvador

Grenada

Honduras

Jamaica

Mexico
Paraguay

Peru
Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
United States

Uruguay

Venezuela
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