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The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, declared the meeting open and presented to the Group for its consideration the order of business, document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.17/07, which was adopted without amendment.
1. Consideration of proposals for the operative section

The Chair presented to the Group for its consideration document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 rev. 8, containing the text of Article 4 approved at the meeting held on April 11, 2007, and the proposals that had been considered for Article 5. 
ARTICLE 5
The Representative of the United States indicated that the proposal presented by its delegation had not been withdrawn and requested its continued consideration for this article.

The Representative of Mexico based the proposal of his delegation on the fact that it referred to international cooperation, and references to such cooperation made in different international instruments, including the OAS Charter which, he indicated, established the purposes of such cooperation.
The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Grenada, Mexico, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Uruguay, and Venezuela referred to the elements of the two proposals under consideration.  In that connection, they referred to different international instruments adopted in governmental forums that address the responsibility of states for their own model or system of development and the part played by international cooperation in supporting national efforts in pursuance of such development.
The delegation of the United States indicated its difficulty with the proposal of Brazil, defended its own position, and presented an alternative proposal complementing that of Brazil.
After extensive discussion, consensus was reached to approve the first paragraph of Article 5 based on the proposal of the delegation of Brazil, enriched with the contributions of other delegations. The text appearing in square brackets in the paragraph below was approved ad referendum of the members of CARICOM.
“Each state has the primary responsibility for its development and, in choosing its economic and social system [within a framework of democracy,] it should further the establishment of a more just economic and social order that will make possible and contribute to the fulfillment of the individual.” 

The Drafting Group decided to continue consideration of the following proposals for a possible paragraph 2 of the article:
[Mexico/Venezuela:  Cooperation and solidarity among the countries of the Hemisphere are (Peru: fundamental essential) elements of national efforts to achieve their own development.]
[United States/Saint Kitts and Nevis:  Cooperation and solidarity among the countries of the Hemisphere contribute to efforts by member states to fulfill such responsibilities.]

2. Other business

No other business was discussed.
3.
Delegations present
The following delegations participated in the meeting:

Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Brazil
Canada
Colombia

Costa Rica

El Salvador

Grenada

Jamaica

Mexico
Paraguay

Peru
Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and The Grenadines
United States

Uruguay

Venezuela
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