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DRAFTING GROUP

Summary of the Eleventh Meeting, held on April 18, 2007


The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, declared the meeting open and, in presenting to the Group for its consideration the order of business, document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.19/07, proposed the inclusion of a new item, for which the Secretariat presented document GTC/CASA/GR/doc. 18/07, “Reorganization of the Working Document for the Discussions of the Working Group.”  The order of business was adopted as amended.

Before deliberations began, the Chair reported that she had instructed the Secretariat to schedule at least two weekly meetings beginning next week and until the end of May.  The meetings would be held on Monday and Friday each week.  The Representative of Colombia requested that the meetings of the Working Group scheduled not coincide with those being held for negotiation of the draft Declaration of Panama which, she indicated, were also being held on Monday and Friday each week.

1.
Presentation of document GTC/CASA/GR/doc. 18/07, prepared by the Secretariat
The Chair noted that on March 6, 2007, the Joint Working Group had instructed the General Secretariat to prepare a reorganized base working document (GTC/CASA/doc.20/05 corr. 1), presented on November 22, 2005.

She also noted that the Group had requested the Secretariat to prepare the reorganized material in accordance with the structure presented by the member states of the ALADI Group for the operative section of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas (document GTC/CASA/doc. 43/06 corr. 1).

In accordance with that request, the Secretariat had organized and categorized the proposals of the countries in the following thematic order:

Chapter II 

Inclusive, just, and equitable economic development 

Chapter III

Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination 

Chapter IV

Cultural development, diversity, and pluralism 

Chapter V

Solidarity and collective effort of the Americas
Mr. Francisco Pilotti, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment, briefly presented document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.18/07, indicating that it had been prepared to facilitate the work of drafting, discussing, and negotiating the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, and the proposals contained in the document might be used as input in drafting the pending chapters of the Draft Social Charter.

The Drafting Group took note of the document presented.

2. Consideration of proposals for the operative section

The Chair presented to the Group for its consideration document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 rev. 9, indicating that it contained the proposals considered at the last meeting for Article 5.


In that connection, she noted that the first paragraph had been approved and only consultation of the CARICOM member states remained pending regarding the phrase “in a framework of democracy,” shown in square brackets, and asked whether the Regional Group had taken any decision in that regard.

The Representative of Grenada, on behalf of the CARICOM member states, reported that the Group could use the approved wording.  The text of paragraph 1 of Article 5 was approved in its entirety.


The Group considered numerous proposed amendments and alternatives to the following paragraph proposed by CARICOM:  “Inter-American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of member states.  In that context, we reaffirm that it is essential for the hemispheric community to support national development efforts.”
The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Grenada, Mexico, Peru, United States, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Venezuela presented different alternatives with the aim of reaching a consensus text and all were considered in depth by the Group.  However, consensus could not be reached.
The delegations of Canada and the United States requested to continue consultations regarding the paragraph.  The delegations of Brazil and Venezuela requested that the minutes reflect their concern that, after two meetings devoted to consideration of this paragraph, it had not been possible to reach consensus.  
3. Other business

No other business was discussed.

4.
Delegations present

The following delegations participated in the meeting:

Argentina

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Grenada

Guatemala

Guyana

Jamaica

Mexico

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

United States

Uruguay

Venezuela
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