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US proposed amendments on 4/3: TAKING NOTE that, in the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights granting provisional measures, and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights’ “Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas,” both bodies have highlighted the importance of the work of human rights defenders to the development of democracies in the Americas;   (This text under consultation with the Mexican delegation)
US Proposed NEW PARAGRAPH 3:  To also reiterate that “everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to solicit, receive and utilize resources for the express purpose of promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms through peaceful means” in keeping with domestic legislation that is consistent with international human rights obligations.  (Language in italics taken directly from article 13 of the “United Nations Declaration on the Rights and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.”)
US proposed NEW PARAGRAPH 8: While noting governmental authority to regulate entities within their territory to promote the public welfare, encourages member states to ensure that “regulation, including registration, of human rights defenders and their organizations protects -- and not impedes -- their peaceful operation, and that such regulation is implemented apolitically, fairly, transparently and is consistent with international legal obligations.”

US: New paragraph responds to Recommendations 16, 17 & 18 from IACHR Human Rights Defenders Report.  
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