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The Permanent Council, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize, held a special meeting on May 2, 2007, on migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas.


The special meeting was convened by the General Assembly by way of resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06) to “consider, analyze, and discuss human migration flows, their impact on the member states, and their relation to the human rights of migrant workers and their families.”


The Permanent Council adopted the following program for the special meeting (CP/OD-1592/07 rev. 1):

1.
Opening:  Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS

2.
Introduction to the topic: Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS 

· What is the role of governments in developing an integral approach to managing migration?

3.
Presentation, Ambassador Marta Altolaguirre, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala

· The experience of Guatemala and migratory trends in the region 

4.
Presentation by Berta Fernández, Program Officer, International Organization for Migration (IOM), Regional Office for North America and the Caribbean, Washington, DC: Summary of outcomes from recent meetings:

· UN High-Level Dialogue on Migration and Development 

· Ibero-American Meeting on Migration and Development, (SEGIB)

· IOM’s current initiatives in the Americas

5.
Presentation by Francisco Pilotti, Director, Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDL-SEDI):

· How can migration be better integrated into development policy and planning? How can government capitalize on the positive approaches to dealing with regional migration?

6.
Presentation by Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Director, Summits Secretariat, OAS 

· How can appropriate civil society participation be accommodated into treatment of the issues at the (sub)regional level?

7.
Presentation by Carol Fuller, Secretary, Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE):

· Analyzing the impact of migration from a security perspective 

8.
Presentation by Santiago Canton, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families

9.
Report on the results of the special meeting on the implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, presented by Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

10.
Interventions by member states 

11.
Closing remarks 

· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS 

· Ambassador Jorge Valero, Chair of the Permanent Council, Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela


In this regard, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the presentations and observations of the delegations on the topic of migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas, in the light of the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06);

· To refer the minutes of the meeting, as a reference document, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, for consideration and appropriate action; and

· To report on this meeting to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session, as provided in resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06).


Documents distributed:


During the meeting the following documents were distributed:

· AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas”

· Note from the Permanent Mission of Belize presenting a concept paper on migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas (CP/INF. 5488/07).

· Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina on the agenda for the special meeting on migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas (CP/doc. 4207/07).[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL
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�.	Statements and comments made by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1592/07.
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