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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2231 (XXXVI-O/06) and resolutions on this subject from prior years; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the problem of missing persons and assistance to members of their families is addressed in CONSIDERING that both international humanitarian law and international human rights law within their respective spheres of application, their legal frameworks being distinct; protect individuals and help prevent disappearances;
DEEPLY CONCERNED over the suffering caused both by the disappearance of persons as a result of armed conflict or other situations of armed violence and by forced disappearances; 

RECOGNIZING the need to alleviate the anxiety and uncertainty suffered by the relatives of persons who are presumed to have disappeared;
MINDFUL of the need to prevent the disappearance of persons, to ascertain the fate of those who have disappeared, and to respond to the needs of members of their families, both in situations of armed conflict or other situations of armed violence and in cases of forced disappearances; and to strengthen efforts to develop an environment in which disappearances will be less likely to occur, to ascertain the fate of those who have disappeared, and to respond to the needs of members of their families; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the two Additional Protocols of 1977 thereto, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man of 1948, the American Convention on Human Rights of 1969, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons of 1994, and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance of 2006;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution 59/189, “Missing Persons,” adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 20, 2004; resolution 2005/66, “Right to the Truth,” adopted by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on April 20, 2005; resolution 2005/26, “Human Rights and Forensic Science,” adopted by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on April 19, 2005; the Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 16, 2005, and resolution 2/105, “Right to the Truth,” adopted by the United Nations Human Rights Council in November 2006; 

RECALLING the Declaration and Agenda for Humanitarian Action adopted by resolution 1 of the 28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in Geneva, Switzerland, from December 2 to 6, 2003, which address the question of persons missing as a result of an armed conflict or other situations of armed violence; 

RESOLVES:
1.
To urge all parties involved in armed conflict and actors in other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with applicable international law. the provisions of international humanitarian law, as applicable; and likewise to urge member states to observe and protect human rights, in order to prevent forced disappearances.
2.
To urge member states to consider establishing, where appropriate, continue moving forward in preventing the forced disappearance of persons by considering, where appropriate, the adoption of laws, regulations, and/or instructions requiring the establishment of  official registries in which records will be kept of all detained persons among other reasons to allow, as appropriate, and which will be readily accessible to those persons with a legitimate interest in them, in accordance with international and domestic law, that have a recognized mandate to protect detainees to learn, within a short period of time, of any detention that has taken place, all of the foregoing without interfering with appropriate communications between detainees and their families and within the security parameters established pursuant to constitutional rules and international norms and obligations.
3.
To urge member states to step up their efforts to shed light on the fate of persons who have disappeared, and to establish registry systems to collect and centralize information on persons presumed to have disappeared, to take appropriate measures to guarantee an impartial investigation by the competent authorities, and to involve the families of presumed disappearance victims in the efforts to clarify what has happened to them., to that end, to assure that authorities and all mechanisms involved coordinate their work, cooperate among themselves, and complement one another’s efforts.
4.
To urge member states to, where appropriate, maintain complete birth and death records and to establish registries to collect and centralize information on persons presumed to have disappeared.
5.
To urge member states to ensure that disappearance cases are treated in a manner consistent with applicable domestic and international law,and that the families of persons presumed to have disappeared are systematically involved in the efforts to clarify what has happened to them.
6.
To encourage member states to take necessary national measures to address as fully as possible the psychological, social, legal, and material needs of the families of presumed victims of disappearances through measures including, where appropriate, provision of periodic information to relatives on the efforts to cast light on the fate of the disappeared and on their whereabouts. 

7.
To encourage member states to consider enacting, as applicable, domestic laws that recognize the situation of the families of disappearance victims, taking into account the specific needs and particular interests of women heads of household and children, including the consequences of disappearances on property management, child custody, parental rights, and marital status, as well as devising adequate compensation programs. 

8.
To urge member states to ensure that treat human remains are treated appropriately, in compliance with the legal and ethical standards and professional ethics applicable to the their collection, handling and exhumation, and management of unidentified remains, in order to successfully identify them and issue death certificates  assemble all the information needed to identify them and to ascertain the facts that led to that situation. 
9.
To urge member states to cooperate among themselves in addressing the problem of the disappearance of persons. 

9.
To encourage member states to take appropriate measures to assure that the collection, exhumation, and management of human remains and other related procedures are carried out by forensic experts.
10.
To urge member states to assure that the forensic experts working in areas related to persons who have disappeared have access to specialized training. 

11.
To urge member states to assure that identified human remains are returned to families and that the respective death certificates are issued.
12.
To urge member states to punish those guilty of violating the provisions of international human rights law and international humanitarian law that protect persons from disappearances, in their respective spheres of application .
13.
To urge member states to adopt necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to prevent the systematic and deliberate denial of information exchange among families; obstacles to the provision of information on disappearance victims, in particular regarding identification processes; the illicit withholding of accessible information on a death or its cause and the reasons for or circumstances of a death; the destruction of evidence likely to clarify the fate of a person presumed to be missing; and the pillaging, desecration, or mutilation of the deceased.
14.
To urge member states to guarantee assure adequate protection of the personal data gathered in connection with disappeared persons, in accordance with the law.
15.
To urge member states to cooperate among themselves in addressing support in addressing this problem from international and civil society organizations the various aspects of the problem of the disappearance of persons, including in the area of support for families, the search for missing persons, exhumation and identification of human remains, and mutual assistance in criminal proceedings..
16.
To encourage member states to request support from international and civil society organizations in solving the problem of the disappearance of persons.
17.
To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, a recognized impartial, neutral, and independent humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility and to facilitate its work. 

18.
To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons.
19.
To urge states, as applicable, to endeavor to carry out the mandates set forth in this resolution on an ongoing basis.
20.
To instruct the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution.
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