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Washington, D.C.


M12-OEA/F.4


No. 313/07


Note verbale


The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the honorable Chair of the Permanent Council and has the honor to transmit the draft resolution “Amendment of Article 4 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Juridical Committee” for presentation to and consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.  The Mission requests, in addition, that the draft resolution be included on the Draft Agenda under item 12, “Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization,” sub-item b, “Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI).”


In this regard, the Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the OAS would be grateful if the Chair of the Permanent Council would transmit the draft resolution to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its consideration and would have it circulated to the member state delegations.

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the honorable Chair of the Permanent Council the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., May 8, 2007

Honorable

Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE 4 OF THE STATUTES OF 

THE INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE

(Presented by the delegation of Guatemala)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Articles 99 to 105 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, on the Inter-American Juridical Committee;

The Statutes of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, adopted by the General Assembly of the Organization at its second regular session, held in Washington, D.C., in April 1972 [AG/RES. 89 (II-O/72)]; and

The Statutes of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, Article 37 of which establishes that any amendment to these Statutes must be approved by the General Assembly;
CONSIDERING:


That the Inter-American Juridical Committee is an organ of the OAS whose purpose is serve the Organization as an advisory body on juridical matters;
That Article 101 of the OAS Charter provides that the Inter-American Juridical Committee shall be composed of 11 jurists, nationals of member states, elected for a period of four years from panels of three candidates presented by said states.  The General Assembly shall conduct the election through a system that takes into account the partial replacement of membership and, insofar as possible, equitable geographic representation; and

That Article 101 also provides that no two members of the Committee may be nationals of the same state; and 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That the Statutes of the Inter-American Juridical Committee do not establish a term limit for its members; and
That the statutes of other OAS organs whose members are elected by the General Assembly establish that said members may be reelected only once,

RESOLVES:

1. To amend Article 4 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to read as follows:

Article 4

The Committee shall be composed of 11 jurists, nationals of the member states, elected by the General Assembly in their personal capacity for a period of four years, from panels of three candidates presented by those states. 

[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

Its members may be reelected only once. Their terms of office shall begin on January 1 of the year following their election.  Part of the membership of the Committee shall be replaced every year.
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