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REPORT ON FOUNDATIONS, NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (“NGOS”)

AND OTHER PRIVATE ENTITIES CREATED BY THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF

THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

[Provided in accordance with article III, paragraph a.11 of AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06)]

Date of report: April 23, 2007)
/
The General Assembly, in Article III, Paragraph A.11 of AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06), Program-Budget of the Organization for 2007, provided, as follows:

III.A.11. Foundations
a. To instruct the General Secretariat to provide to the Permanent Council a list of the foundations, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and other private entities created by the General Secretariat as of June 30, 2006.

b. To instruct the General Secretariat to inform the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs about the General Secretariat’s participation in the creation of any new foundations, NGOs, and other private entities.

c. To request the General Secretariat to review current procedures for the effectiveness of its participation in the creation and support of foundations, NGOs, and other such entities, and to make appropriate amendments, if necessary, to carry out oversight processes of the General Secretariat’s activities with those foundations, particularly when they use the name of the OAS to raise funds, and to present a report to the Permanent Council before the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.

I. Report on Article III, Paragraph A.11, subparagraph a:
In response to the General Assembly’s mandate in Article III, Paragraph A.11 of AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06), the Department of Legal Services (“DLS”) circulated a memorandum to the heads of the dependencies of the General Secretariat,  requesting that each such individual report to DLS as to whether any foundation, NGO or other private entity had been created by  his/her Secretariat, Department, or Office as of June 30, 2006 and if so, that he or she provide DLS with the name, date and place of incorporation of each such foundation, NGO and/or private entity (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Foundations”).  

According to the information received by DLS, no new  Foundations were created by any entity of the General Secretariat in the time period since the General Secretariat submitted its May 1,  2006 Report on this matter to the Permanent Council, pursuant to AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05).

Thus, the General Secretariat’s Report in response to Article III.A.11.a of AG/RES. 2257 contains the same Foundations listed in the General Secretariat’s May 1, 2006 Report to the Permanent Council.  

They are:

1. Pan American Development Foundation;

2. The Trust for the Americas;

3. Friends of the Museum of the Americas;

4. MOAS Inter-American Studies Foundation;

5. The Americas Endowment;

6. Young Americas Business Trust;

7. Cultural Foundation of the Americas;

8. Sustainable Tourism Foundation; and

9. Organization of Women of the Americas.
As stated in the General Secretariat’s May 1, 2006 Report, the Cultural Foundation of the Americas was dissolved de facto in 2005, and the Sustainable Tourism Foundation has been inactive since its inception, although to the best of our knowledge, it has not been dissolved.   In addition, we are unaware of any current activity by The Americas Endowment.

II. Report on Article III, Paragraph A.11, subparagraph b:  

The General Secretariat is in the process of considering whether to help create a non-profit corporation, the purpose of which would be to raise money to support the maintenance and renovation of the Organization’s historic buildings and to stimulate donations in support of the OAS Museum of the Americas and of the Columbus Memorial Library.  

III. Report on Article III, Paragraph A.11, subparagraph c:
The current procedures for the effectiveness of the General Secretariat’s participation in the creation and support of foundations, NGOs, and other such entities, are as follows:

First, a specific area recognizes the need for a non-profit organization – usually to permit the receipt of funds from corporate and individual donors that require a tax exemption not available if a gift is given directly to the General Secretariat.

Second, upon approval by the Secretary General of the proposal, the non-profit corporation is formed, and a cooperation agreement is subsequently signed between the corporation and the General Secretariat.  The typical cooperation agreement provides that the non-profit corporation will fund projects of mutual interest to be executed by the sponsoring area of the General Secretariat.  The agreement may also provide for certain support from the General Secretariat in exchange, including: staffing (e.g., the executive secretary); space on an availability basis; use of equipment; accounting services; board representation; and audit.

Third, the non-profit corporation’s corporate documents, the cooperation agreement between the non-profit corporation and the General Secretariat, and the non-profit corporation’s tax exemption application are usually prepared by the Department of Legal Services (“DSL”).  DSL also advises on, and prepares, amendments to the corporate documents and documents for corporate dissolution, as may be required.

Fourth, resources are provided to the non-profit corporation by the sponsoring area of the General Secretariat in accordance with the terms of the cooperation agreement and subject to their availability.

The General Secretariat has reviewed the current procedures, and it has determined that it is not necessary to amend them at this time.
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