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This document contains the recommendations of the civil society representatives that participated in the Roundtable with Civil Society on the Hemispheric Agenda, which was held on May 10 and 11, 2007 at the headquarters of the Organization.

The Roundtable addressed the following themes in five working groups:

· Energy for sustainable development
· Promotion of democracy and good governance
· Promotion and protection of human rights

· Hemispheric security
· Social development and the fight against poverty
The recommendations contained herein are presented for the consideration of the Member States so that they serve as the basis for the Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation with Civil Society Representatives to be held in the framework of the XXXVII Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly on June 3, 2007 in Panama City, Republic of Panama.

WORKING GROUP I: ENERGY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Use of energy sources

We consider that the member states should undertake to prevent any current or yet to be developed source of energy from being converted into a political tool that would destabilize the region.

Nuclear energy

Energy of whatever type should be a catalyst for the development of a sustainable economy and not a mechanism for mass destruction and genocide. To this extent, we believe that the agenda should include the subject of nuclear energy without allowing the politics of any member state from perverting the use of what otherwise would be a beneficial source of energy, looking after residual aspects and sustainable development.  

Strategic planning for energy

We consider that the member states should develop and publicize their long-term energy plans, programs, and strategies. These plans should include the participation of the private sector, civil society, and indigenous communities.

Transparency of information

These strategic planning instruments should be accessible to civil society and the private sector so that they are able to contribute to strategic planning.

In addition, the national, regional, and local dissemination of information on sustainable forms of energy should be encouraged, for example, on the subject of the opportunities and advantages they provide.  The language used should be accessible to the public.

Other issues

In the declaration, strengthen the component on access to energy services to alleviate poverty, as well as aspects of energy security.

Recommendation on the text of the Declaration of Panama

5.
Noting that cooperation, partnerships, and/or agreements between the public and private sectors and other sectors of society, in accordance with national law, [conventions, agreements, or international treaties], may help to promote the Hemisphere’s energy agenda.

13.
Emphasize that long-term sustainability of energy supply in the member states depends on the management, [efficient and transparent] development, as well as sustainable use of natural resources for conversion [to] innovative and environmentally sound energy applications.

24.
Encourage economic incentives for energy efficiency and the use of renewable energies.

25.
Request also the reiteration of the concept of transparent management of energy resources in the different stages of the production and distribution process in that set forth in number 25 of the Declaration. 

26.
Request to the General Secretariat of the OAS that, in coordination with other institutions and experts, it:

d)
[Have information updated by countries that could be standardized and included in a virtual platform.]
e)
[Establish a monitoring and evaluation network on energy subjects in order to monitor progress on implementation of the Johannesburg decisions on energy for sustainable development.]
WORKING GROUP II: PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE

The members of civil society organizations present in the working group on promotion of democracy and good governance request the member states of the Organization of American States that:

Gender Equity

Adopt a policy of gender balance in legislative and political parties structures and in the OAS Secretariat by 2015. 

Indicators of Democracy

Create measurable time-bound indicators of democracy which have been developed with active civil-society input in order to make the Democratic Charter more operational.

Access to Public Information

Create a common national standard, which guarantees citizens timely and expeditious access to information, using modern information and communication technology (ICTs). Exceptions to access of information to be spelled out in law and put in place regulatory bodies with adequate resources and staff.

On site visits (MESICIC)

Ensure visits to the countries in order to evaluate the implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption in the line of article 33 of the rule of procedure of MESICIC.
Country reports on corruption
Countries are required to report to the next General Assembly on the implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption.

Regional integration 

Promote a long term vision of integration of the Region through international standards and policies, per example, through model legislation for financing political parties and electoral campaigns.

WORKING GROUP III: PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
/
Declaration of Panama
The organizations present here call attention to the absence of a comprehensive human rights perspective in the formulation of the draft Declaration of Panama;

AWARE that in accordance with the Rio Declaration on the Environment and Development “Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable development. They are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature;”
/
REITERATING the need to develop concrete strategies to make possible the achievement of the United Nations Millennium Goals and particularly to ensure the sustainability of the environment, eradicate poverty, and promote gender equality;

RECALLING that Goal 8 of the United Nations Millennium Goals promotes a global partnership leading to the attainment of the internal conditions needed to achieve balance between economic growth and improved social conditions and establishing cooperative ties between nations to make this development sustainable and universal;
CONSIDERING that poverty is in itself a negation of all human rights, given their interdependence and indivisibility;

RECOGNIZING that international energy cooperation is essential to achieve the individual development of peoples, as well as the gradual eradication of poverty in the Hemisphere;
RECALLING that the international community has recognized the existence and importance of an inalienable right to development in various instruments such as United Nations General Assembly Resolution 1161 of November 26, 1957; the 1968 Teheran Conference; Resolution 2542 of the Twenty-fourth United Nations General Assembly of 1969; Resolution 4 (XXXIII) of February 21, 1977 of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights; the Declaration on the Right to Development adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in Resolution 41/128 of 1986; the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights; and the Johannesburg Summit Action Plan of 2002;

AWARE that renewable and efficient energy sources must be adopted in accordance with obligations to respect and guarantee the fundamental rights of individuals and peoples, bearing in mind present and future generations pursuant to the international commitments of the States in the region;

RECOGNIZING the duty of States to conduct environmental and social impact studies prior to developing energy initiatives, policies, and projects, as well as the obligation to establish effective mechanisms to protect the rights of those individuals or groups that suffer damages from the development of such initiatives, projects, or policies.
/
POINTING TO the importance of the right of individuals and peoples to information, participation, and consultation in the planning and development of energy initiatives, projects, and policies;
/ 
AWARE of the importance of respect for land rights and respect for the economies, traditions, and ways of life of indigenous peoples, Afro-descendant communities, and peasants in accordance with the international and national obligations of the States in the region;
/
AFFIRMING the importance of applying the principle of precaution in the formulation and implementation of energy development initiatives, projects, or policies;
/
RECOGNIZING the central role of women in sustainable development;
/
AFFIRMING the commitment to prevent violations of the right to life, culture, and a healthy environment, to prevent forced displacement, forcible evictions, mistreatment, and the excessive use of force in developing energy projects, in accordance with the international human rights obligations of the States in the region;
/
AFFIRMING the importance of corporate accountability in sustainable energy development and human rights.
/ 

Specific Topics in the Area of Human Rights
RECOGNIZING the Member States’ commitment to promote, respect, and protect human rights in the Americas as reflected in various inter-American instruments on the subject and reiterated in the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishing that respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms is an essential element of democracy;

REITERATING what has been stated in the IACHR report on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas, recognizing that the work of human rights defenders is fundamental to the full existence of democracy and the rule of law;

WE EXPRESS our concern:

1. Because the implementation and effective guarantee of human rights in the region is not consistent with the commitments made by the Member States in the various regional instruments they have ratified. In this respect, we lament the continuous human rights violations and the lack of access to those rights on the part of indigenous peoples, afro-descendant communities, migrants, women, children, the disabled, and those with a different sexual orientation or gender identity, regardless of age, religion, or personal opinion;

2. Regarding state policy implemented in some Member States restricting the ability to work freely in civil society; 

3. Regarding real limitations on victims’ access to utilize and be protected by the inter-American bodies in the area of human rights due to the lack of a legal assistance fund that would allow them to use existing mechanisms;

4. Regarding the lack of participation in discussions on resolutions, declarations, or conventions that seek to promote and protect human rights such as the current discussions regarding the Preliminary Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and the follow-up mechanism to the Convention of Belem do Para;

5. Regarding the lack of diversity in suggestions for candidates for the bodies of the inter-American system for the protection of human rights and the lack of a gender balance and ethnic and racial balance in the representatives to those bodies;

6. Regarding the lack of an adequate response from the Member States to the increased flow of migrants occurring in the hemisphere, which is producing large, documented and undocumented, migrant populations who are suffering systematic violations of their fundamental rights due both to the lack of comprehensive policies and laws protecting their rights and the existence of repressive policies and laws that abuse those rights.

Recommendations
TAKING note of the concerns expressed above, we recommend:

1. The review and formulation of existing mechanisms for civil society participation in OAS activities, in consultation with CS, so as to make participation, easy access to information, and transparency of institutional policies a reality;

2.
Economic assistance so that civil society organizations can actually participate in various proceedings before OAS bodies and to give victims access to the inter-American human rights mechanisms. In addition, civil society programs require financing to implement their projects in both the planning and operational phases;
3.
The search for funds to implement, promote, and encourage human rights campaigns in coordination with the State and the various human rights representatives in different countries;

4.
The opening of a broad process of consultation with [civil] society organizations regarding draft resolutions and declarations to be approved in the General Assembly;

5.
Broad participation by the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the Member States in official discussions with civil society organizations;

6.
The establishment at the country level of transparent processes for suggesting candidates for the human rights protection bodies and concrete measures to encourage diversity in the composition of the bodies of the inter-American protection system so as to achieve gender equity and representation of the various cultural, ethnic, and racial experiences in the hemisphere;

7.
Formulation of the declaration of principles on the rights and guarantees of the members of civil society in the Americas, considering fundamental guarantees, restrictive laws, and other subjects;

8.
Utilization of audiovisual materials developed to provide appropriate information on human rights to the entire population, including indigenous populations, afro-descendants, migrants, women, children, the disabled, and those with a different sexual orientation or gender identity, regardless of age or religion;
/
WORKING GROUP IV: HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

In view of OAS efforts with respect to the participation of civil society and recognizing those efforts and achievements obtained, in order to further strengthen those activities we recommend consideration of the following topics:

1. Request the OAS to create a follow-up mechanism on institutional quality in all the countries of the Americas and allow civil society to make recommendations on subjects related to hemispheric security.

2. Greater efforts to coordinate antiterrorist policies between the Member States and civil society.

3. Development of programs to reclaim secular moral values among the prison population through institutionalized programs as well as campaigns to reclaim moral values in communities as a way to prevent increasing insecurity. 

WORKING GROUP V: SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY

Challenges
1. Lack of effective operational ties between public policies, civil society, and universities with respect to the subjects of promoting the use of alternative sources, efficient energy use, etc.
2. Lack of monitoring and oversight – not supervisory – mechanisms on the part of the State with respect to Civil Society Organizations.
3. In many cases, the States create action plans to combat poverty in which funds are allocated that do not reach the direct beneficiaries of such projects.
4. Lack of good relations between Civil Society Organizations and the State. Both are working toward the same end, but do so independently without joining forces.
5. Discrimination and failure to recognize the history and social realities of certain population groups in the area of formal education.
6. Lack of a program in traditional education, on a culture of democracy, peace, and citizenship, starting at a very early age.
7. Lack of an updated census to provide a statistical description of the type of vulnerable populations in countries or regions.
8. Limited impact and recognition of the most vulnerable groups.
9. Lack of secular moral values and an unclear view of work as a means to personal prosperity.

Recommendations
1. Promote alliances between civil society organizations, private enterprise, universities, and government on social and educational programs targeting environmental initiatives, including promoting the use of alternative energy sources, efficient energy use, etc.
2. Implement monitoring and control mechanisms to ensure the transparent operation of civil society organizations in terms of financing sources, objectives, and activities without limiting their operational autonomy and always respecting the mission and vision for which they were founded.
3. Improve monitoring mechanisms on the planning, use, and distribution of government resources allocated to social programs, and government policies in general, by establishing joint commissions comprised of local governments and civil society to ensure that such funds reach the direct beneficiaries.
4. Reinforce relations between government and civil society in order to more rapidly achieve the clear objective of combating poverty and consequently the social development of the most vulnerable populations. This guarantees transparency, plurality, and the inclusion of civil society in government policies, ensuring that the direct beneficiaries of projects are more accepting of government political measures.
5. Strengthen national initiatives to implement formal and informal educational programs that are inclusive and non-discriminatory and also address the needs of traditionally vulnerable groups.
6. Create a culture of democratic values, citizenship, and peace starting at any early age and continuing throughout life.
7. Urge the States to improve their population census strategies and methodologies to identify their most vulnerable groups and measure their social and economic development—using the human development index defined by the UN—so as to promote public policies targeting their specific needs. Consequently, make a commitment to efforts to measure the impact of such policies.

8. Encourage the States to ensure that their negotiations and deliberations in the context of the inter-American system include specific recognition of the following vulnerable groups: afro descendants, the elderly, indigenous peoples, women, homosexuals, children and adolescents, and disabled persons.
9. Promote programs to reclaim secular moral values that tend to value work as a way to prosper.
ANNEX 1


Working Group III: Promotion and Protection of Human Rights made the following observations related to the participation of civil society:

BEARING IN MIND the Guidelines established by the OAS GA in Resolutions CP/RES.759 (1217/99); 840 (361/03); AG/RES 1707 (XXX-0/00); AG/RES 1915/03; AG/RES 2092 (XXXV-05); and AG/2172 (XXXVI-0/06), which establish the clear legal framework for increasing and strengthening the participation of CS in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process,

RECOGNIZING the oft-expressed desire of OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza and efforts made to promote and institutionalize the effective participation of civil society organizations in strengthening the Organization of American States,

NOTING that in practice participation in discussions regarding central subjects directly affecting the inhabitants of the Americas and strengthening the work of the Organization is not designed to nor does it demonstrate the political will of the States to heed the opinions, concerns, and proposals of civil society,

WE ALSO EXPRESS our concern regarding the following aspects of policy and procedure: 

1. In practice, the Member States show little interest in considering the opinions of or facilitating transparent and constructive dialogue with CSOs;

2. Among other aspects, this is reflected in existing procedures that hinder rather than facilitate the effective participation of civil society. For example, for the upcoming General Assembly, the draft resolutions under discussion have been withdrawn from public access, limiting knowledge of them to a written request to the relevant political body;

3. Access to information is limited and problematic, closing off real opportunities for the participation of civil society. A reflection of this limited access is the minimal participation of civil society organizations in the Roundtable of CS and the CISC;

4. Lack of political will to implement Resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04) to make the effective and timely participation of civil society in discussions before the political bodies of the OAS a reality, by strengthening the specific fund to finance the participation of civil society.

As the General Assembly is the highest decision-making body of the OAS and formal dialogue is the only formal opportunity for discussions between civil society in the hemisphere and the Ministries of Foreign Affairs in the Americas, we are concerned that:

1. Access to real participation in the GA continues in practice to be very limited. For example, the resolution of logistical matters depends entirely on the fate of each organization’s negotiations with the representatives of the host State;

2. Registered organizations must seek express authorization to participate, with that participation limited to two representatives for each organization;

3. The actual impact on the process of negotiating draft resolutions and declarations with the Assembly is limited [to] those with more opportunities for direct access to the bodies of the OAS and the chancelleries and missions of the Member States;

4. To date official discussions between civil society and the Ministries of Foreign Affairs have been conducted with little participation on the part of the Member States, indicating a lack of political interest in proposals made by civil society.

ANNEX 2
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS OF THE WORKING GROUPS

ENERGY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Isabel Calle Valladares

Sociedad Peruana de Derecho Ambiental

Alba Gamarra Rapporteur
Centro de Información en Energías Renovables (CINER) 

Verónica Machtey

Congreso Judío Mundial

Beth Rudd

Sociedad Química Estadounidense

Racquel Smith Moderator
Fundación Canadiense para las Américas (FOCAL) 

PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE

Aixa Armas
Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia

Hazel Brown Rapporteur
Network of NGOS of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women 
Roberto Alcides Gossi Pesci
Comisión Uruguaya de Lucha Contra la Corrupción (Uruguay Transparente)

José Alberto Herrera
Centro Ciudadano

Lelia Mooney

Transparency International 

Rosa Rodríguez

Asociación Civil Súmate

Ximena Salazar Moderator
Transparency International 

Ben Schwartz

B'nai B'rith International
PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Victor Atencio

Centro de Iniciativas Democraticas (CIDEM) 

David Baluarte

Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) 

Luis Miguel Centeno Roque 
Fundación Humanistas por la Paz 

Stefano Fabeni Rapporteur
Global Rights-Partners for Justice

Viviana Krsticevic

Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) 

Daniel S. Mariaschin

B'nai B'rith International

Aubrey McCutcheon

Global Rights-Partners for Justice

Julieta Montaño Salvatierra
Oficina Jurídica para la Mujer (CLADEM Bolivia)

Ariela Peralta Moderator
Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) 

Carlos Ponce

Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia

Carlos Quesada Rapporteur
Global Rights-Partners for Justice

Ben Schwartz

B'nai B'rith International

Dana Stefov
Coalición Internacional de Organizaciones para los Derechos Humanos en las Américas

Dorotea Wilson de Bonilla

Asociación de Mujeres Profesionales por el Desarrollo Integral (AMPDI)

HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

Ignacio Gabriel Candaosa Rapporteur
Centro Ciudadano Asociación Civil

Andel Crandon

National Youth Development Network (NYDN)
Jairo Hom Moderator
Fundación Libertad y Desarrollo Social

Alexandra Levy

B'nai B'rith International

Lelia Mooney

Partners of the Americas

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY

Eliana Bigai Núñez Rapporteur
Asociación Venezolana de Mujeres (ASVEMU)

Fabiola Chiriboga

Alianzas de Mesas Redondas Panamericanas

Jean Paul Edmond

Association Femmes Soleil d’Haiti (AFASDA)

Daniel Augusto Fürst Gonçalves

Alfabetização Solidária (AlfaSol)

Rodnei Jericó da Silva Moderator
GELEDES Instituto da Mulher Negra

Cecilia Pareja

Alianzas de Mesas Redondas Panamericanas
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� 	This Working Group made observations on the participation of civil society which are contained in Annex 1.


� 	Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. I), principle 1). 


� 	Rio Declaration, PRINCIPLE 13. States shall develop national law regarding liability and compensation for the victims of pollution and other environmental damage. States shall also cooperate in an expeditious and more determined manner to develop further international law regarding liability and compensation for adverse effects of environmental damage caused by activities within their jurisdiction or control to areas beyond their jurisdiction. PRINCIPLE 17. Environmental impact assessment, as a national instrument, shall be undertaken for proposed activities that are likely to have a significant adverse impact on the environment and are subject to a decision of a competent national authority.


� 	Rio Declaration, PRINCIPLE 10. Environmental issues are best handled with participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the environment that is held by public authorities, including information on hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and the opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation by making information widely available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall be provided. ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal People, Article 6. 


�	Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development (UN 2002) 25.  We reaffirm the vital role of the indigenous peoples in development. ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal People in Independent Countries, Articles 6 and 15. 


Rio Declaration, PRINCIPLE 22. Indigenous people and their communities and other local communities have a vital role in environmental management and development because of their knowledge and traditional practices. States should recognize and duly support their identity, culture, and interests and enable their effective participation in the achievement of sustainable development.


�	Rio Declaration, PRINCIPLE 15. In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall be widely applied by States according to their capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation. U.N. Global Compact, Principle No. 7. Support a precautionary approach to environmental challenges.


�	Rio Declaration - PRINCIPLE 20. Women have a vital role in environmental management and development. Their full participation is therefore essential to achieve sustainable development.


�	United Nations Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, Principle 6 et seq.


�	Global Compact, Principle No. 2. Businesses should make sure they are not complicit in human rights abuses; Principle No. 10. Businesses should work against corruption in all its forms, including extortion and bribery. 


�	This final recommendation was suggested by Allen Hernández and Andrés Sojo of the Fundación Libertad y Desarrollo Social but was not discussed nor agreed upon in the Working Group.
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