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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING:


Its previous resolutions on promoting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, fighting violence against women, strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), and the appointment of women to senior management positions at the Organization of American States, especially resolutions AG/RES. 2192 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVII-O/06), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention,  Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” AG/RES. 2161 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women,” and AG/RES. 2191 (XXXVI-O/06), “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States”;


The outcome of the four world conferences on women (Mexico City, 1975; Copenhagen, 1980; Nairobi, 1985; and Beijing, 1995) and, especially, the commitments undertaken in the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the policy statement and final report of the 23rd special session of the United Nations General Assembly (June 2000), on the topic “Women 2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the 21st Century,” and the study and evaluation of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the results of the 23rd special session of the United Nations General Assembly, conducted by the Commission on the Status of Women of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (49th session, March 2005);


The gender-related matters included in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the four Summits of the Americas (Miami, 1994; Santiago, 1998; Quebec City, 2001; and Mar del Plata, 2005), as well as the Special Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996) and the Special Summit of the Americas in Monterrey (2004); and


The Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, adopted by way of resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), “Adoption and Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”;

RECOGNIZING:


Progress thus far in the promotion of women’s human rights and gender equality;


The persisting challenges and obstacles to full equality between men and women in all areas of society; and


The pioneering spirit of the inter-American system, especially the CIM, in addressing matters relating to equal opportunity for men and women;

CONSIDERING:

That appreciation of gender issues is a globally accepted strategy for promoting the empowerment of women and achieving gender equality by transforming the structures of inequality;

The need to continue actively promoting the gender perspective in the design, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of policies and programs in the political, economic, and social areas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

The opportunity, offered by the 15th anniversary, in 2010, of the Fourth World Conference on Women, and the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, to promote broad mobilization in the Americas to evaluate successes and challenges in the defense of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality and to strengthen public sensitivity to gender issues; and

The support expressed by the Executive Committee of the CIM (April 19 and 20, 2007) for the proposal that 2010 be proclaimed the Inter-American Year of Women,

RESOLVES:

1. To proclaim 2010 the Inter-American Year of Women.
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To request the Permanent Council to form a working group to prepare a program of activities for the Inter-American Year of Women, which shall provide for participation by officials of governments, parliaments, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector, and shall identify sources of funding for those activities.

3. To request the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women to support the activities of the working group.

4. To create a specific fund to finance activities related to the Inter-American Year of Women, open to contributions by member states, permanent observers, international organizations, civil society, the private sector, and the international community in general.

5. To request the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution in accordance with the resources provided in the program-budget of the Organization of American States and other resources.

6. To request the Permanent Council to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
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