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DRAFT RESOLUTION
TRANSPARENCY AND EFFICIENCY IN MILITARY EXPENDITURE AND PROMOTION OF GREATER SUPPORT FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE AMERICAS

(Presented by the delegation of Peru and
cosponsored by Costa Rica)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

Having seen the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly, in particular the section on the Committee on Hemispheric Security (…);
BEARING IN MIND the essential purposes of the Organization of American States set forth in Article 2 of its Charter and that the Declarations of Santiago, Chile (1995), San Salvador (1998), and Miami (2003) on confidence- and security-building measures have contributed to confidence and transparency and are intended to promote peace and security in the Hemisphere; 

RECOGNIZING that the Declaration on Security in the Americas (Mexico City, 2003) emphasizes that transparency in defense and security policies contributes to increasing stability, safeguarding hemispheric and international peace and security, and consolidating democracy;


CONSIDERING that in the Declaration of Managua, adopted at the Seventh Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, held in October 2006, the member states declared the fundamental importance of adopting and implementing confidence- and security-building measures of the OAS for strengthening bilateral, subregional and hemispheric relations, as they contribute to international stability, peace, cooperation, and security;
REAFFIRMING:

That confidence- and security-building measures contribute to enhancing security, safeguarding peace, and consolidating democracy in the Americas, as well as to building transparency, dialogue, and trust in the Hemisphere; 
That the study “Common Standardized Methodology for the Measurement of Defense Expenditures,” prepared by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) at the request of the Governments of Argentina and Chile, is a step forward in the area of confidence- and security-building measures; and that there are other initiatives under way in the region for the same purpose, such as in Chile and Peru, which include the participation of ECLAC and the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-LiREC); and
That the United Nations Standardized Reporting of Military Expenditures is a contribution to transparency and confidence-building; and
TAKING NOTE of the Second Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, held in Washington, D.C., on November 29, 2006, and of the Rapporteur’s Report and of the Meeting of Experts on the Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms, held in Washington, D.C., on December 1, 2006, as well as of the Summary of that meeting, prepared by the Committee secretariat,

RESOLVES:

1. To continue promoting in the Hemisphere an environment conducive to transparency and efficiency in military expenditure and promotion of greater support for human development in the Americas, making it possible to devote a larger amount of resources to the economic and social development of the member states, which is an essential purpose set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States, bearing in mind the fulfillment of international commitments and the legitimate security and defense needs of the member states.

2. To urge member states to continue to implement confidence- and security-building measures that contribute to transparency so as to attain the goals indicated in the preceding paragraph, which represent a concrete step forward in strengthening peace and security in the Hemisphere.

3. To express its satisfaction at the holding of the Meeting of Experts of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, which was convened by the Permanent Council for December 1, 2006, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2188 (XXXVI-O/06).
4. To urge member states to take due note of and to participate in the United Nations Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures, in accordance with the pertinent United Nations General Assembly resolution and OAS General Assembly resolutions. 
5. To request the General Secretariat to create a database, based on the information voluntarily provided by the OAS member states participating in the United Nations Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures, for the benefit of the member states of the Organization.  To that end, the General Secretariat may request assistance from the Inter-American Defense Board, pursuant to its statute.
6. To encourage member states to continue to make progress on subregional and bilateral efforts for the development of a common standardized methodology for the measurement of defense expenditures.

7. To urge member states to prepare and exchange their Defense White Papers, taking into account that this measure will help strengthen transparency and mutual confidence.
8. To request member states to provide to the Permanent Council their views on the topic of transparency and efficiency in military expenditure and the promotion of greater support for human development in the Americas, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate defense and security needs of the states.
9. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue considering, in the context of the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the meaning and purpose of this resolution, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate security and defense needs of states and unilateral, bilateral, subregional, and hemispheric perspectives on the topic.

10. To instruct the General Secretariat to support, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, the activities of the Permanent Council that may be required for implementation of this resolution.

11. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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