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PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

to the

Organization of American States
The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) and has the honor to attach a new version (rev. 2) of the draft declaration entitled “Support for the Request for Extradition of the Terrorist Luis Posada Carriles Filed by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela,” which incorporates  the comments, observations, and contributions made by the representatives of member states of the Organization in the framework of meetings conducted with the Regional Groups.

Accordingly, this Permanent Mission requests that the above draft declaration kindly be translated into the four official languages of the Organization and distributed to all the permanent missions.

The Permanent Mission also requests that the topic “Support for the Request for Extradition of the Terrorist Luis Posada Carriles Filed by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela” be included on the agenda of the regular meeting of the Permanent Council to be held in the afternoon of Tuesday, May 22, 2007.

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the Permanent Council the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., May 18, 2007

Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

DRAFT DECLARATION

SUPPORT FOR THE REQUEST FOR THE EXTRADITION

OF THE TERRORIST LUIS POSADA CARRILES

FILED BY THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

BEARING IN MIND the principles and standards set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the OAS Charter; the Charter of the United Nations; the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man; the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism; the Declaration on Security in the Americas; and the Declaration of San Carlos on Hemispheric Cooperation for Comprehensive Action to Fight Terrorism;

RECALLING the commitment of our states to comply with the provisions agreed upon in the legal instruments of the United Nations against terrorism and, in particular, with resolutions S/RES/1373 (2001), S/RES/1566 (2004) and S/RES/1624 (2005) of the United Nations Security Council, and resolutions A/RES/61/40 and A/RES/60/288 of the United Nations General Assembly, as well as other relevant resolutions;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that resolution 1373 of the United Nations Security Council requests all states to “deny safe haven to those who finance, plan, support, or commit terrorist acts, or provide safe havens” and to “ensure that any person who participates in the financing, planning, preparation or perpetration of terrorist acts or in supporting terrorist acts is brought to justice”;
RECALLING that in United Nations Security Council resolution 1624, the states also undertake to “cooperate fully in the fight against terrorism in accordance with their obligations under international law, in order to find, deny safe haven and bring to justice, on the basis of the principle of extradite or prosecute, any person who supports, facilitates, participates or attempts to participate in the financing, planning, preparation or commission of terrorist acts or provides safe havens”;

CONSIDERING ALSO that in that same resolution the United Nations Security Council calls upon all states “to adopt such measures as may be necessary and appropriate and in accordance with their obligations under international law to … [d]eny safe haven to any persons with respect to whom there is credible and relevant information giving serious reasons for considering that they have been guilty of such conduct”;

RECALLING ALSO the following resolutions of the Organization of American States: AG/RES. 1840 (XXXII-O/02) “Inter-American Convention against Terrorism”; AG/RES. 1906 (XXXII-O/02) “Human Rights and Terrorism”; AG/RES. 1931 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2035 (XXXÍV-O/04), AG/RES. 2143 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2238 (XXXVI-O/06) “Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism” and AG/RES. 2249 (XXXVI-O/06) “Extradition of and Denial of Safe Haven to Terrorists: Mechanisms for Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism”;

UNDERSCORING that the member states of the OAS have reaffirmed in various instruments that “terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, whatever its origin or motivation, has no justification whatsoever and affects the full enjoyment and exercise of human rights”;

EMPHASIZING that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata (2005) our Heads of State and Government agreed to take “all necessary steps to prevent and counter terrorism and its financing in full compliance with our obligations under international law, including international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and international refugee law”;

CONSIDERING that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas our Heads of State and Government affirmed “that terrorism poses a serious threat to security, the institutions, and the democratic values of states and to the well-being of our peoples”;

NOTING that, in resolution AG/RES. 2249 (XXXVI-O/06), the OAS member states undertake to “comply fully with their obligations as established in the relevant instruments adopted to combat terrorism to which they are party, in particular the applicable provisions regarding the provision of mutual legal assistance and the extradition of anyone participating in the planning, preparation, financing, or commission of terrorist acts or, where appropriate, the attempted commission of said offenses”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that authorities in the United States decided to release Luis Posada Carriles, a fugitive from Venezuelan justice, accused and sought by several countries in the Hemisphere for having planned and committed numerous terrorist acts; 

CONSIDERING that the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has requested the extradition of Luis Posada Carriles, for his participation in the terrorist attack on an airplane pertaining to Cubana de Aviación, in 1976, which resulted in the death of 73 innocent civilians from several countries;

UNDERSCORING that at the XV Ibero-American Summit, held in Salamanca, Spain, in October 2005, the Heads of State and Government adopted a Special Communiqué in Support of the Fight against Terror in which they supported moves to achieve the extradition of – or bring to justice – the person responsible for the terrorist attack on a Cubana de Aviación airplane in 1976, which caused the death of 73 innocent civilians; 

EMPHASIZING that, at that same Summit, the heads of State and Government reaffirmed “the value of extradition as an essential instrument in the fight against terrorism and we urge those countries that have received extradition requests from member states of our Community to proceed to consider them properly, in accordance with legal regulations in force”;

AWARE that, in the Declaration of Vienna adopted at the IV European Union - Latin American and Caribbean Summit, in May 2006, the Heads of State and Government urged all states to “give prompt consideration to requests for extradition of persons suspected of having committed terrorist acts, in conformity with domestic and applicable international law, including bilateral agreements”; 

APPRECIATING that at the XIV Summit Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement, held in Havana, Cuba, in September 2006, the Heads of State and Government “expressed their support for the extradition request filed by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela with the Government of the united States in order to bring to justice those responsible for the terrorist attack on a Cubana de Aviación aircraft in October 1976, which killed 73 innocent civilians”; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the recent communiqué issued by the Council for Foreign and Community Relations of CARICOM (COFCOR), in which the ministers of foreign affairs emphasized the need to see justice done in order to alleviate the suffering of the families of the 73 passengers, whose lives were lost in the attack on the Cubana de Aviación airplane: an event that still evokes sorrow and painful memories in the Caribbean, where most of the victims came from,

DECLARES:

[image: image3.png]1.
Its support for the request for the extradition of Luis Posada Carriles filed by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela under procedures established in international instruments; bilateral agreements on extradition; and international law.

2.
That acceptance of that request for extradition will help strengthen international cooperation in the fight against terrorism.

3.
To condemn terrorist acts of all kinds, reject impunity, and promote cooperation to prevent and combat this type of act, in accordance with the commitments undertaken in the United Nations (UN) and the Organization of American States (OAS). 

4.
Its profound concern at the release of the notorious terrorist Luis Posada Carriles and at the delay of the Government of the United States in extraditing him to Venezuela.

5.
That decisions like this could weaken international cooperation efforts in the struggle against terrorism.

6.
Its expectation that the Government of the United States will take the necessary actions against Luis Posada Carriles, who is currently in its jurisdiction.

7.
That fulfillment of the commitments made by states in the fight against terrorism, including bringing to trial or, where applicable, extraditing those responsible for terrorist acts, constitutes a moral obligation and is a golden rule of hemispheric cooperation.
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