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The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Permanent Council and kindly requests that he include the attached draft resolution “Compliance with the Legal Commitments of the Member States of the Organization of American States” under item 23 on the draft agenda of the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly, in order for it to be forwarded for consideration by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the General Committee the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
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The Chair of the Permanent Council 

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

COMPLIANCE WITH THE LEGAL COMMITMENTS OF THE MEMBER STATES 

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

(Presented by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
BEARING IN MIND the principles set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States;
REAFFIRMING that respect for international law and for the principle of the legal equality of states, the faithful fulfillment of obligations derived from treaties and other sources of international law, as well as good faith fulfillment of international obligations are the standard of conduct of states in their reciprocal relations; 

RECALLING the obligations of the Government of the host country with respect to the Organization of American States (OAS), under the Headquarters Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the Organization of American States and in accordance with international law;

REGRETTING the frequent occasions on which experts from member states have been prevented from taking part in technical meetings, because they have been refused a visa by the state hosting the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the request by the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, Convention of Belém do Pará, (MESECVI) to the governing bodies of the Organization of American States (OAS), in its communication of August 24, 2006, that they adopt, as soon as possible, the measures needed to avoid situations such as those that obstructed the full participation of experts at the First and Second Meeting of the CEVI; and 

AWARE that such situations are seriously detrimental to the work of the Organization; constitute discrimination against member states; prevent the normal exercise of their rights to participate in official meetings of the OAS and to comply with the obligations they assumed in the OAS Charter and in the different legal instruments regarding the specialized organizations, organs, and entities of the Organization; and are of common interest to all member states of the Organization,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the host country of the Organization of American States to take all necessary steps to guarantee compliance with the obligations assumed in the Headquarters Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the Organization of American States and under international law, particularly the obligations relating to Article XV of that Agreement, regarding the taking of appropriate steps to facilitate transit to or from the headquarters of persons invited to the headquarters by the Organization on official business.

2. To request the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to assess this state of affairs with a view to proposing a mechanism that ensures a regular exchange of views among the General Secretariat, the permanent missions, and the competent authorities of the host country, on matters of mutual concern, in order to safeguard the rights of the member states and ensure proper application of the Headquarters Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the Organization of American States and of international law, as well as other legal instruments regarding specialized organizations, organs, and entities of the Organization.
3. To request the Permanent Council to monitor compliance with this resolution and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty- eighth regular session 
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