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DRAFT RESOLUTION

COMMEMORATION OF THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

PAN AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY (PAIGH)

(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of May 22, 2007)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:

That the Sixth International Conference of American States, held on February 7, 1928,  approved the establishment of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH), with its permanent headquarters in Mexico City; 
That on January 12, 1949, the Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the PAIGH signed an agreement to determine the ties between the two bodies, thus making the Institute the oldest specialized organization of the OAS;

That relations between the organizations are now governed by the agreement signed on May 6, 1974, which highlights the Institute’s role as an advisory body to the OAS, on the basis of its technical autonomy and in keeping with its mandates;

That, since its inception, the PAIGH has made noteworthy contributions to understanding, analyzing, and investigating the geography and history of the Hemisphere as the common heritage of the peoples of the Americas, by means of an array of initiatives, technical assistance projects, training programs, and the applications of training results–accomplishments that reaffirm the direct link between knowledge of the territory, environmental and geophysical conditions, and opportunities for economic and social growth; and

That innovations in information technologies, the mounting volume of data describing territory, and information systems give geography, as a science used to improve the quality of life of people and their biophysical environment, new and significant roles to play in project design, decision-making, science, and technology, all of which points up the importance to the inter-American system of an organization like the PAIGH,

RESOLVES:

1.
To declare June 24, 2008, as the day commemorating the 80th anniversary of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH); and to encourage member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) to participate actively in its celebration.
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2.
To that end, to invite the OAS member states and permanent observers to consider making voluntary and special contributions to the OAS, aimed at establishing a specific fund to finance PAIGH projects related to: (i) spatial data production, access, and use to improve disaster response; (ii) consolidation of territorial databases in each country as part of the infrastructure needed for adequate environmental, social, and economic development; and (iii) The Americas:  Contact and Independence, an initiative being prepared concurrently with the commemoration of the bicentennial of the founding of most nations of the Americas.
3.
To recommend to member states that, in the course of institution-building and development of related capacities, they strengthen the geographic identity of the respective existing agencies and, in particular, the maintenance and integrity of cartographic databases containing basic data for each country, in keeping with international parameters fostering their use in the formulation of regional projects.

4.
To call upon OAS member states that have not yet done so to consider establishing formal ties with the PAIGH, in order to further their development and the organization’s contribution to the inter-American system as a whole.
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