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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
REAFFIRMING the provisions and essential purposes and principles identified in the Charter of the Organization of American States;
AWARE that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes in its preamble “that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace and development of the region” and that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is “[t]o promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention”;
AWARE ALSO THAT Article 34 of the Charter of the Organization of American States states that “[t]he Member States agree that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development”;
REAFFIRMING that the participatory nature of democracy in our countries in different aspects of public life contributes to the consolidation of democratic values and to freedom and solidarity in the Hemisphere;

RECOGNIZING ALSO that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “Essential elements of representative democracy include, inter alia, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, and the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government”; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of its Fifth Anniversary”; 

HAVING SEEN the reports of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-0/04) (CP/doc.4024/05 and CP/CISC-182/05), AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O-05), and the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/CISC-174/05);
REAFFIRMING the commitment of the member states of the Organization to the full exercise and application in the Hemisphere of the democratic principles and values set forth in the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;
RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirmed that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society, and recognized the importance of the continuous development and strengthening of the inter-American human rights system for the consolidation of democracy;
RECALLING ALSO that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, leaders reiterated their “commitment to the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter” and reaffirmed their “resolve to strengthen their full and effective implementation”;
TAKING NOTE that the Declaration of Mar del Plata, “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” reaffirmed the “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”; 

CONSIDERING the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, which reaffirmed the Hemisphere’s commitment to democracy and reiterated the commitment to the full application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which constitutes an element of regional identity, and, projected internationally, is a hemispheric contribution to the community of nations;
RECALLING that the Declaration on Security in the Americas reaffirmed the commitment of states to full observance of the Inter-American Democratic Charter; to its values, principles, and mechanisms; and to strengthening the inter-American system for the protection of human rights; and recommended that action be taken to promote democratic culture in keeping with the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
TAKING NOTE of the presentation to the Permanent Council on April 10, 2007, of the report of the Secretary General on the Inter-American Democratic Charter, pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and resolution AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of Its Fifth Anniversary,” as well as the subsequent debate and the comments made on the report by various member states;

BEARING IN MIND the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas [AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03)];
TAKING NOTE of the presentation and the subsequent debate in the Permanent Council on the report by the Secretary General on the Inter-American Democratic Charter, on April 10, 2007, subsequent to resolution AG/RES. 2154 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion and Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and resolution AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of Its Fifth Anniversary”;
RECALLING that Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “the OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas. The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”; 
RECALLING ALSO that the Inter-American Democratic Charter contains a chapter entitled “Democracy and Electoral Observation Missions,” which states that member states, in the exercise of their sovereignty, may request that the Organization provide advisory services or assistance for strengthening and developing their electoral institutions and processes; 

REAFFIRMING solidarity and inter-American cooperation as an effective means of promoting and strengthening democratic governance in the respective countries; 

CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that the strengthening of political parties and other political organizations is a priority for democracy; and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2195 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening Political Parties and Other Political Organizations for Democratic Governance,”
RESOLVES:
1. To support member states in their efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, values, practices, and governance; to fight corruption; to enhance the rule of law; to bring about the full exercise of human rights; and to reduce poverty, inequity, and social exclusion.
2. To reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human rights is a prerequisite for a democratic society, and that it is important to continue to develop and strengthen the inter-American human rights system.
3. To recognize the importance of promoting the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture; and to request the General Secretariat to continue supporting this objective through training programs to promote the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture, on the basis of Articles 26 and 27 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  In this context, to instruct the Secretariat to continue supporting the Permanent Council and the member states in the execution of the Inter-American Program for Education on Education for Democratic Values and Practices and its Plan of Action.
4. To recognize the important role of participation by civil society in the consolidation of representative democracy and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies; and, in that regard, to instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Democratic Charter.  

5. To reaffirm as applicable the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”  

6. To request the Permanent Council to:
· Examine the principal challenges to democratic governance, especially those related to strengthening democratic institutions and promoting economic and social development; and
· Hold a meeting in the first half of each year to review activities undertaken by the Organization in the preceding calendar year to promote and strengthen democracy.
7. To entrust the General Secretariat with coordinating the activities and programs of the various offices of the General Secretariat relating to the promotion of democracy, in accordance with the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so as to be more effective in fulfilling the mandates on the inter-American agenda.
8.
To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the legislative branches of the member states in their efforts at modernization and institution-building, as well as interparliamentary cooperation and dialogue in the legislative treatment of priority topics on the inter-American agenda.
9.
To encourage member states, and to urge all bodies of the inter-American system, to continue to collaborate in eliminating obstacles to women’s full participation in democratic processes, pursuant to Article 28 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
10.
To request the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is envisaged in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
11.
 To request the Secretariat to prepare a report for consideration by the Permanent Council, setting forth the best practices developed by the OAS electoral observation missions during the three years prior to adoption of this resolution, on recent OAS electoral observation missions, containing best practices, for subsequent consideration by the Permanent Council.
12.
To reaffirm the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2195 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening Political Parties and Other Political Organizations for Democratic Governance.”
13.
To encourage the Working Group to Negotiate the Social Charter of the Americas to continue its efforts, so that its work may serve effectively to strengthen existing OAS instruments on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.
14. To ensure that the actions and programs proposed in this resolution will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
15. To request the Secretary General to report to the Permanent Council on the implementation of this resolution.
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16.
To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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