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DRAFT RESOLUTION

MECHANISM TO FOLLOW UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION

OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, “CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”
(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 24, 2007)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVI-O/06), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (MESECVI), in which the General Assembly took note of the report of the Permanent Council on implementation of the Follow-up Mechanism;
CONSIDERING:
That the Convention of Belém do Pará, adopted in 1994, is the only specific, binding international legal instrument on gender-based violence and has become an important framework in which the states parties thereto undertake to implement policies, laws, and national and regional action programs to eradicate violence against women;
That 32 member states have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará;
That, despite the efforts of countries in the region, violence against women continues to be an area of special concern; and the Convention has not been fully implemented; and
That, consequently, in 2004, the Conference of States Parties adopted the Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI), as a means of assessing progress and trends in the fulfillment of the objectives of the Convention and facilitating cooperation among the states parties and with the member states of the Organization of American States;

That the human and financial resources available to the technical secretariat of the MESECVI are not sufficient to ensure the Mechanism’s optimal functioning;

The useful financial contributions made by the Governments of Mexico and Brazil upon start-up of the MESECVI’s operations; and 
RECALLING:
That to date the timeframes and measures agreed upon by the states parties and the experts for implementation of the first multilateral evaluation round of the MESECVI have encountered delays and that they must be fulfilled in the future to ensure the Mechanism’s proper functioning;

That the hemispheric report on the first multilateral evaluation round of the MESECVI will be presented to the Second Conference of States Parties, to be held in late 2007; and 
That the OAS General Secretariat, through the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM, serves as the secretariat to the organs of the MESECVI, with advice, where appropriate, from the IACHR, as well as from other areas of the General Secretariat,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the report of the Permanent Council on the activities of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI).

2. To encourage the states parties to the Convention to meet the deadlines established in the annual work calendar of the Committee of Experts on Violence (CEVI) to ensure the MESECVI’s optimal functioning.

3. To welcome the progress of the first round of evaluation of the MESECVI; and to express its conviction that this exercise will contribute significantly to achievement of the objectives set forth in the Convention.

4. To congratulate the states parties on their efforts to meet the objectives of the Convention; and again to urge those states that have not yet done so to designate their experts and competent national authorities, so as to ensure the full implementation and success of the Mechanism.

5. To urge the states parties to the Convention as well as all OAS Member States to strengthen the MESECVI and hemispheric cooperation to combat violence against women, including the participation of experts in CEVI meetings.

6. To reiterate its gratitude to the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for its support of the states parties in the process of implementation of the MESECVI; and to thank it for its important role, as secretariat of the Mechanism, in the fulfillment of the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
7. To thank the Government of Mexico for its continuing contribution to the Mechanism, in both human and financial resources; and to invite all states parties and states not party to the Convention, permanent observers, international financial institutions, and civil society organizations to contribute to the Specific Fund established in the Organization of American States to finance MESECVI’s operations.

8. To take note of the offer by the Argentine Republic to host the Third Meeting of the Committee of Experts on Violence (CEVI), to be held in late June in Buenos Aires.
9. To request the Secretary General to allocate more human, technical, and financial resources to enable the CIM to continue supporting the implementation of the MESECVI and the full application of the Convention of Belém do Pará by the states parties, as well as other initiatives by the member states to eliminate violence against women.

10. To take note of the offer by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará, to be held in late 2007.

11. To request the Permanent Council to follow up on implementation of this resolution and to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on MESECVI operations and on the outcome of the first evaluation round.
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