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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:

That the preamble to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” adopted in 1994, affirms that violence against women constitutes a violation of their human rights and fundamental freedoms and that the elimination of violence against women is essential for their individual and social development and their full and equal participation in all walks of life; 

That 32 member states have ratified the Convention Belém do Pará;

That, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has so far submitted to the General Assembly five biennial reports on progress made in the implementation of the Convention as well as on experiences and results achieved through the initiatives and programs pursued in the member states to combat violence against women; and
That the national reports prepared by the states parties to the CIM pursuant to Article 10 of the Convention are an important contribution to measures adopted to prevent and eradicate violence against women and to assist women affected by violence, as well as any difficulties observed in applying the Convention and any factors that contribute to violence against women; and

UNDERSCORING that these reports indicate that, despite efforts to implement the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará, violence persists and is of such magnitude that it is imperative to continue to implement, on an ongoing basis, strategies allowing women to live free from violence,

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the Fifth Biennial Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97).

2. To congratulate the member states for their efforts to effectively meet the objectives of the Convention, in keeping with the priorities set in the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

3. To encourage those member states that have not yet done so to sign, ratify, or accede to the Convention of Belém do Pará. 

4. To urge member states to allocate more human and financial resources in their national and regional budgets to help victims of violence and to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women.

5. To urge regional and international cooperation and development assistance agencies to make financial and/or human resource contributions to the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM.

6. To urge the Secretary General to respond to the need to allocate more human and financial resources to enable the CIM to continue supporting the efforts of the member states regarding implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
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