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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROCEDURES TO FACILITATE THE WORK

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

(Presented jointly by the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Panama, and Peru)
PERMANENT MISSION OF PERU
TO THE 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
M-228

The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and has the honor to request that the draft resolution “Procedures to Facilitate the Work of the Organization of American States,” presented jointly by the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru, be placed on the order of business of the regular meeting of the Permanent Council scheduled for May 23, 2007.

At that meeting the delegation of Peru intends to make a brief presentation on the matter.

The Permanent Mission of Peru avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the OAS General Secretariat the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., May 23, 2007
DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROCEDURES TO FACILITATE THE WORK

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

(Presented jointly by the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Panama, and Peru) 

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL,


REAFFIRMING resolution CP/RES. 816 (1319/02), “The OAS Restructuring and Modernization Process,” in which the Permanent Council stated that “modernization and reform has become a permanent process within the Organization for strengthening its capacity to respond efficiently and effectively to changing mandates and needs”;

CONSIDERING:


That the growing agenda of the General Assembly has given that body and its committees an ever greater amount of preparatory work, which has a negative impact on the Organization’s efficiency; 

That, given the preeminent role played by the OAS in follow-up to the Summits of the Americas process and the implementation of its mandates, as is evidenced in the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, it is essential for the Organization to strengthen and streamline the process for including topics on the hemispheric agenda; and
That the General Assembly’s work is facilitated when rules of procedure are complied with; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the OAS should be an organization mindful of the concerns of all member states, with respect for the principle of legal equality and for the fact that member states may assign different priorities to specific topics; and

That Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly establishes that, in adopting any resolution providing for a project or activity that entails expenditure by the Organization, the General Assembly shall take into account financial estimates, which the General Secretariat shall prepare in advance, on the impact of such projects or activities on the budgetary calculations of the Organization, as well as prior statements by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council or, as the case may be, by the General Committee of the General Assembly on such financial implications,

RESOLVES:
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1.
As a general rule, to consider that General Assembly resolutions and recommendations without deadlines are in effect indefinitely, and cease to be in force when their objective has been met or when they have been expressly withdrawn or amended.

2.
Resolutions with mandates whose execution has not been completed and that entail expenditure by the Organization do not have to be renewed and shall remain in effect, along with the corresponding annual budgetary allocation, until they have been fully implemented.

3.
To instruct the General Secretariat to present to the Permanent Council a list of the resolutions and recommendations considered to be in effect by virtue of this resolution.
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