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I. INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting on July 31, 2002, merged the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  The new Committee, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), is charged with coordinating the activities that the Summits of the Americas assign to the Organization of American States and civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summit Process.


The present report refers to the activities of the CISC in the 2006-2007 period, which took into consideration the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization as well as the functions assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization.  This report reflects the achievements of specific activities devised by the members of the Committee to carry out the mentioned mandates.

II. OFFICERS

As host the Fifth Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Process, the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Marina Valere, assumed the Chairmanship of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on September 12, 2006.


The OAS General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, exercises the function of technical secretariat of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society participation, and plays a special role in the provision of information related to all of the themes under consideration by the Committee and in the coordination of civil society organizations. 
III. SPECIFIC MANDATES


The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 20, 2006, assigned the CISC, through document CP/doc.4141/06 rev. 2, the following General Assembly resolutions to consider and take appropriate action: AG/RES. 2171 (XXXVI-O/06), “Follow-Up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata,” AG/RES.2172 (XXXVI-O/06) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and the Summits of the Americas Process,” AG/RES. 2190 (XXXVI-O/06), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process.”
Likewise, the Committee studied the mandates contained in AG/RES. 2173 (XXXVI-O/06), “The Declaration of Recife.”
To fulfill these mandates, the Chair presented a Work Plan, which was approved by the CISC during its meeting on October 16, 2006.

IV. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT


The CISC held six (6) meetings during this reporting period.  At these meetings, the Committee considered the topics of civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process; follow-up of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas; implementation of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, and the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD)
A. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” the Committee considered, during this reporting period, sixty six (66) requests from civil society organizations to be entered into the registry of civil society organizations of the OAS.  Of these requests, the Permanent Council approved fifty two (52) while four (4) are in the process of consideration and three (3) were withdrawn.

In this sense, the Chair, during the meetings of the CISC, underscored the importance of conforming to the criterion and parameters established in the Organization’s rules and regulations, particularly those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), when studying these applications.


During this period, the number of registered organizations rose by over 30% over the previous year, which reflects the interest of civil society in registering, and fulfills the mandate of the member states to increase civil society participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process.


The CISC considered and approved ad referendum, during its meeting on May 8, the draft resolution CP/CISC-319/07 “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” presented by the Chair.  The mentioned draft takes into account the guidelines and strategies for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities that were approved in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”


Likewise, the CISC considered the important mandate emanating from the Fourth Summit of the Americas, which recognized the role of the OAS in the follow up and implementation of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas and instructed the General Secretariat to coordinate the participation of civil society in the Summit Process.

Furthermore, in relation to the Dialogue between the Heads of Delegations of the Member States and representatives of civil society during the General Assembly, the Chair of the CISC, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Panama to the OAS, and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat carried out appropriate efforts to ensure ample civil society participation.
To this end, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat held the Roundtable with Civil Society on the Hemispheric Agenda on May 10-11, 2007 at OAS headquarters.  The purpose of the Roundtable was to encourage increased discussions and the exchange of ideas among civil society organizations that are interested in Summit mandates and carry out activities related to the themes of the inter-American agenda.  The recommendations contained in the document CP/CISC-325/07 “Civil Society Recommendations from the Roundtable with Civil Society on the Hemispheric Agenda” will serve as a basis for the dialogue that will be held with representatives of civil society organizations and Heads of Delegation of the Member States and the Secretary General at the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

B. Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2190 (XXXVI-O/06), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, supported the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in follow up to the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas.  Specifically, the Summits Secretariat contributed to the organization of the XLVI Meeting of the SIRG at the Ministerial Level on September 12, 2006, at which the Chairmanship of the Summits was transferred from the Government of Argentina to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, and the XLV Meeting of the SIRG on March 29, 2007. 
In support of the Member States in the implementation of the Fourth Summit commitments and in its capacity as the institutional memory of the Summits Process, the Secretariat coordinated the production of the publication by the institutional members of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), “Implementation of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata”.  This product presents the projects, programs, and resources implemented in order to comply with the commitments made in the context of the Fourth Summit of the Americas. 
To support the Host Government of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the Member States in preparation for the next Summit of the Americas in 2009, the Secretariat produced the publication, “Towards the Fifth Summit of the Americas: Regional Challenges”.  This publication presents the institutional perspectives of the members of the Joint Summit Working Group on the principal challenges currently facing the Hemisphere and is intended to facilitate and contribute to the dialogue that will help determine the thematic and priority areas to be focused on in planning for the Fifth Summit of the Americas.
Both of the aforementioned publications will be distributed for the consideration of the OAS member states at the XLVII Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) at the Ministerial Level, to be held in the framework of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization.
At its meeting on May 8, 2007, the CISC considered and approved ad referendum the draft resolution, presented by the Chair of the CISC, CP/CISC-318/07 “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process.” 

C. The Declaration of Recife
In fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2173 (XXXVI-O/06), “The Declaration of Recife,” the Committee considered the report presented by the Department of State Modernization and Governance (DSMG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) of the OAS.  In the mentioned report, the DSMG highlighted the background to its report, as well as activities of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation aimed at making progress on action indicated by the Declaration of Recife in support of Summit commitments on local governance.
Furthermore, at it meeting of May 8, 2007, the Committee approved ad referendum the draft resolution (CP/CISC-322/07) “Fulfillment of the Declaration of Recife,” presented by the Permanent Mission of Brazil. 

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Fifty two (52) new civil society organizations were registered during this period, bringing the total number of civil society organizations in the OAS registry to 223.


With regard to the follow up activities of the Summits of the Americas Process, the OAS, through its organs, agencies, and entities, focused its activities on the fulfillment of Summits of the Americas mandates, especially the Fourth Summit of the Americas.


The Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States continues to play an active role in the follow-up and implementation of Summits of the Americas initiatives and in promoting the participation of civil society in the OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process.


Likewise, the Committee believes that it is fundamental that the General Secretariat continue providing the necessary support to effectively implement and follow up the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, which include the methodological and technical support for the evaluation and implementation of the mandates as well as the efforts to ensure the linkages of these mandates with the ministerial and sectorial meetings related to the Summits and carry out the work of coordinating and promoting the participation of civil society in the activities of the OAS and the Summits Process.


The Committee acknowledges the General Secretariat, in particular the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, for all their support during this period.


This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future action and will be presented to the Permanent Council and, eventually, to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.


Marina Valere



Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS
Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and 
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�.	Trinidad and Tobago assumed the chairmanship of the Summits of the Americas Process on September 12, 2006 and is therefore, Chair of the Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, pursuant to Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. See the Permanent Council decision in document CP/SA.1556/06, "Record of the regular meeting held on July 20, 2006".





