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The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to His Excellency Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, and has the honor to forward, on behalf of Mexico and of the United States of America, the draft resolution “Control of the Diversion and Distribution of Pharmaceutical Products and Other Internationally-controlled Substances via the Internet,” for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session, to be held in Panama, in June 2007.

The Permanent Mission of Mexico takes the opportunity to reiterate to the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., May 11, 2007

His Excellency

Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla
Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PREVENTION OF THE DIVERSION AND ILLICIT DISTRIBUTION VIA THE INTERNET OF CONTROLLED PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS AND OTHER INTERNATIONALLY CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
/
(Presented by the delegations of Mexico and the United States, cosponsored

by the delegation of Brazil, and approved ad referendum at the meeting of May 21, 2007)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

[AWARE that the unlawful distribution via the Internet of internationally controlled substances is an increasingly serious problem, and that lack of oversight of the use by the general public, especially minors, of such products and substances purchased via the Internet constitutes a serious risk to world health;] (Pending approval by the delegation of Canada)

RECALLING that, in its Resolution CND Res.43/8, the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs encouraged Member States to take cooperation measures to prevent the diversion of controlled pharmaceutics and precursor chemicals via the Internet;

BEARING IN MIND that, at its 50th session, the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs adopted the resolution “International cooperation in preventing the illegal distribution of internationally controlled licit substances via the Internet” (E/CN.7/2007/L.13/Rev.1);

NOTING THAT, in its report for 2006, the International Narcotics Control Board underscored, inter alia, the illicit distribution via the Internet of internationally controlled licit substances;

[RECOGNIZING that it is unlawful to distribute controlled pharmaceutical products and other internationally controlled substances via the Internet in contravention of an international treaty or domestic law;] (Pending approval by the delegation of Canada)
RECALLING the national and international measures for controlling the diversion of internationally controlled substances through the application of the provisions of the 1961 UN Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, as amended by its 1972 Protocol; the 1971 UN Convention on Psychotropic Substances; and the 1988 United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances;

NOTING that the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the Organization of American States, at its 40th regular session, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in November 2006, adopted the guide “Drugs in cyberspace: Understanding and investigating diversion and distribution of controlled substances via the Internet”;

RECOGNIZING that said guide discusses the scope of the issue, its elements, and instruments that member states can use to react to this problem, including the need for the corresponding legislation; 

[NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the important work done by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission in providing technical assistance to the public and private sectors to assist and strengthen the capacities of member states to monitor, investigate, and curb the illicit distribution of controlled pharmaceutical products and other internationally controlled substances via the Internet; and] (Pending approval by the delegation of Canada)


RECOGNIZING the importance of the work done by the Group of Experts on Chemical Substances and the Group of Experts on Pharmaceutical Products of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission,

RESOLVES:

1.
To recognize the initiatives arising from the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission to promote measures for combating the illicit distribution in the Hemisphere via the Internet of internationally controlled substances.

2.
[To urge member states to adopt laws, policies, and programs, or to strengthen existing ones, for effective prevention of the diversion and distribution via the Internet of controlled pharmaceutical products and other internationally controlled substances. (Pending approval by the delegation of Canada)
3.
To invite the member states to consider the guide “Drugs in cyberspace: Understanding and investigating diversion and distribution of controlled substances via the Internet,” adopted by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission, in determining whether adequate national measures are in place to prevent, investigate, prosecute, and punish the illicit distribution via the Internet of internationally controlled substances.

4.
To urge member states to promote greater public awareness, including within the pharmaceutical industry, of the risks of the illicit sales via the Internet of controlled substances.
5.
To encourage member states to notify the International Narcotics Control Board periodically and precisely of seizures of illicit or counterfeit internationally controlled drugs that were ordered, purchased, and acquired via the Internet and received by mail, so that it may conduct in-depth analysis of trafficking trends and continue its work of raising awareness in that connection and preventing abuse of the Internet for the illicit supply, sale, and distribution of internationally controlled substances.

6.
To urge member states with experience in investigating drug-related offenses perpetrated via the Internet to make available, when necessary, to member states that so request equipment, training, and technical assistance, in cooperation with other regional and international organizations working in the area of drugs, for example to launch, continue, or conclude a specific investigation.

7.
To urge the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission to continue to examine this important issue through its Group of Experts on Chemical Substances and Group of Experts on Pharmaceutical Products.

8.
To request the Secretary General to forward the text of this resolution to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and to the International Narcotics Control Board.
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� 	Pending approval by the delegation of Canada.





