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Summary of the meeting of September 14, 2006

The following matters were considered, according to the order of business of the meeting (CP/CAJP-2414/06):

1. Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas

This report is in response to the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2177 (XXXVI-O/06), “Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas,” which requests the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to continue to give due consideration to this matter, continue intensifying its dialogue and cooperation with the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Human Rights Defenders, and include in its annual report a section on the work of the Unit for Human Rights Defenders of the Commission.

In that connection, the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Dr. Santiago Cantón, presented the publication “Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas.”

Some delegations spoke on the matter, expressing appreciation for the presentation, pointing to the work of the Unit for Human Rights Defenders, and emphasizing the need to adopt best practices, secure international support for the work of the defenders, and delve more deeply into the causes of impunity in specific cases of violations of their rights or interference with the performance of their tasks.

2. Status report by the Office of International Law (OIL) on preparations for CIDIP-VII [AG/RES. 2217 (XXXVI-O/06)]  

This item stems from the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2217 (XXXVI-O/06), “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law,” which, inter alia, instructs the General Secretariat, through the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs, to organize the necessary consultations by the groups of experts on preparation of the draft inter-American instruments to be considered by CIDIP-VII.

Dr. John Wilson gave a presentation on the Web page designed for this purpose and on the progress this page has yielded.

The delegations expressed appreciation for the explanations given, mentioned specific aspects of the preparations for CIDIP-VII, and requested the Office of International Law to keep the Commission informed on the matter.

3. Proposals for organizing the special meetings and working meetings of the CAJP
First, the Commission welcomed the IACHR Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Dr. Ignacio Álvarez, who referred to the draft agenda for the special meeting provided for in resolution AG/RES. 2237 (XXXVI-O/06), “Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media,” which was distributed as document CP/CAJP-2413/06 addendum 1.

Later, Dr. Dante Negro, Director of the Office of International Law, presented explanatory information on the remaining special meetings and working meetings to be held by the CAJP, contained in documents CP/CAJP-2413/06 and CP/CAJP-2413/06 addendum 2.

After the statements by the delegations, the Chair recalled that, as decided during the discussion of the Committee’s working procedure, the delegations’ proposals on this topic would be received in writing by the Secretariat, which would publish them in due course for the information of all.
4. Comments by member states on measures to be taken on the following resolutions containing specific mandates for the CAJP:

· AG/RES.  2167  (XXXVI-O/06),  “Establishment of the Committee Provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities”


The Chair recalled that, under this mandate, the Secretary General was to convene the first meeting of this Committee during the second half of 2006, in keeping with Article VI of the Convention, and present to the member states a proposal on the documents needed to implement the mechanism cited in that article, through the Permanent Council, and taking into account the contributions of the IACHR and of civil society organizations specializing in this area.


The Chair requested the Office of International Law to give a brief status report on the Secretariat’s activities in this regard, after which he offered the floor to the delegations.  The delegation of Argentina made some comments on the working procedure for establishment of the Committee. The Chair suggested that informal consultations among states be held with a view to presenting a proposal to be submitted to the Secretary General. It was also decided to hold an informal meeting of states parties to discuss this subject and that the outcome would be reported to the CAJP at an upcoming meeting.
· AG/RES. 2238 (XXXVI-O/06), “Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism”

The Chair recalled that, under this resolution, the Permanent Council was to hold consultations with CICTE and with the member states in order to conclude the preparation of the recommendations provided for in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2143 (XXXV-O/05), since the document “Recommendations for the Protection of Human Rights by OAS member states in the Fight Against Terrorism,” prepared by the IACHR (CP/doc.4117/06), had already been received.

He said that, as Chair of the CAJP, he would contact the Chair of CICTE and the member state representatives to hold the consultations, and would report the results to the Committee in due course. 

He noted that this would leave pending the mandate to consider the preparation of draft common terms of reference for the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, for consideration by the General Assembly, which would contain a compilation of international standards in force, based on applicable international law, as well as best practices. These terms of reference were to be designed on the basis of the aforementioned IACHR document and on the outcome of the consultations.

· AG/RES. 2178 (XXXVI-O/06),  “Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports Pursuant to the Protocol of San Salvador”


The Executive Secretary of the IACHR offered an explanation of this matter, referring to the four central themes already under examination for the preparation of the reports and the need for indicators based on specific information. The Chair said this topic would remain under study by the Committee, in an effort to achieve points of agreement that would facilitate the process already under way. 


At 1:15 p.m., it was decided that at its next meeting the Committee would resume this analysis and hear comments from member states on measures to be taken on this and other resolutions containing specific mandates to the CAJP.

5. Other business

There being no further business to consider, the meeting was called to a close.
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