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Resolutions on Informal Work by the Inter-American Conference of ministers of labour (IACML), the Fourth Summit of the Americas and the International Labour Organization (ILO)
This document gathers portions of texts on the informal economy and states the position and priorities of the Ministers of Labour and Heads of States and Government of the Hemisphere in this regard.  These excerpts were taken from Declarations and Plans of Action of the Inter-American Conference of the Ministers of Labour (IACML) of the OAS and the fourth Summit of the Americas, as well as from the Hemispheric Agenda for Decent Work of the International Labour Organization (ILO) 2006-2015.

XIV IACML
Mexico City, Mexico

September, 2005
Declaration of Mexico
14. We believe that economic growth is an indispensable but not sufficient condition to confront the high rates of unemployment, informal work, and labor precariousness that many of our societies face.  Growth with equity requires a combination of economic expansion and social inclusion. Generating decent work and quality employment is an effective way to achieve social cohesion and inclusion. Work is a substantive component for the development of full citizenship and the consolidation of democratic governance.

21. We recognize that the informal economy is a multidimensional phenomenon which, to be addressed, requires structural analysis and treatment, through a mix of policies and approaches.  We will contribute to the development of public policies, recognizing the sector’s heterogeneity and seeking its future incorporation into the formal economy. We will endeavor to create a regulatory framework that facilitates the establishment of new enterprises, the promotion of an entrepreneurial spirit, and the creation of formal enterprises.

Plan  of Action of Mexico
6.
Working Group 1 will address the following priority topics, within the framework of the promotion of decent work: 


[…]

· Incorporation of the informal sector into decent work;

7. Working Group 1 will carry out the following activities, taking into account the Final Report presented to the XIV IACML and establishing new initiatives

f)
Analyze and contribute to the development of public policies aimed at incorporating the informal sector and non-registered work into the formal sector, recognizing the heterogeneity of the informal sector, in order to expand social protection and to improve the quality and productivity of work. To this end, analyze and exchange best practices regarding effective policy instruments and their use to address the challenges of informal employment and of non-registered work.
IV Summit of the Americas
Mar del Plata, Argentina

November, 2005
Declaration of Mar del Plata
8. We recognize that economic growth is a basic, indispensable, but not sufficient, condition to address the high rates of unemployment, poverty, and growth of the informal economy.  We recognize that only countries that have had years of sustained economic growth have successfully reduced poverty.  However, in the recent past some countries of the Hemisphere have experienced periods of economic growth that did not translate into equivalent employment gains, compounding existing problems of high income concentration, poverty, and indigence.  The challenge is to sustain higher rates of growth with equity and social inclusion, and to generate expanded opportunities, social investment, and social development. 
Framework for Creating Decent Work 

55. We are committed to building a more solid and inclusive institutional framework, based on the coordination of economic, labor, and social public policies to contribute to the generation of decent work,  which must comprise:
[…]
f) A regulatory framework that seeks to incorporate the informal sector and unregistered work into the formal sector, recognizing the heterogeneous nature of the informal sector, in order to expand social protection and to enhance the quality and productivity of work;

Plan of Action of Mar del Plata
8. To significantly reduce the levels of unregistered work by implementing or strengthening mechanisms that ensure enforcement of national labor laws in the workplace.  
9. To promote goals for the gradual registration of workers who are wage earners but not covered by social protection, especially domestic workers. 
II. GROWTH WITH EMPLOYMENT
A. NATIONAL COMMITMENTS
26. To make efforts aimed at facilitating the incorporation and/or enlargement, as appropriate, to our national statistics systems, of the information on the contribution to the generation of added value, reduction of poverty, fostering of social welfare by productive cooperatives and other independent labor categories.

B. HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION
36.
To encourage the exchange of experience with regard to the role of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises and access to procurement programs, in the creation of productive jobs, development of competitive skills, reduction of the informal sector, and the fight against poverty.

XVI American Regional Meeting of the ILO  
Brasilia, Brasil  

May, 2006

Hemispheric Agenda for Decent Work 2006-2015
4.2.5. The informal economy
Objective
Progressive formalization of the informal economy 
Target
Elimination, within not more than ten years, of the main legal and administrative factors that encourage the existence of the informal economy. 
XV IACML
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
September, 2007

Draft Declaration of Port of Spain 2007*
19. 
We endorse the position expressed concerning the informal economy in the Declaration of Mexico of the XIV IACML of the OAS and the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  The heterogeneous and multi-dimensional nature of the informal economy poses a challenge in the design and formulation of policies; therefore we consider it essential to promote research in this regard. We will renew our efforts to promote, in collaboration with the competent institutions, a regulatory framework that facilitates the establishment of new enterprises, the promotion of an entrepreneurial spirit, the creation of formal enterprises and the incorporation of informal enterprises into the formal economy, in order to reduce significantly the levels of unregistered work without social protection.
Draft Plan of Action of Port of Spain 2007*
6. Working Group 1 will conduct the following activities, taking into account the Final Report presented to the XV IACML.  The Working Group 1, in reviewing the activities, may include new areas as considered  necessary:

[…]
c. To continue the analysis, and exchange best practices on the effective implementation of policies and programmes to meet the challenges of the informal sector, particularly with respect to the gradual inclusion of non-registered workers in the formal sector, the extension of social protection to excluded sectors, and further training of workers in the informal economy to facilitate their incorporation into the formal economy. Additionally, examine and share existing information pertinent to the informal economy.
8. Working Group 2 will conduct the following activities, taking into account the Final Report presented to the XV IACML.  The Working Group 2, in reviewing the activities, may include new areas as considered necessary:

[…]
m. Exchange best practices of effective policy and programme implementation to address the challenges of informal employment, particularly as they relate to the incorporation of non-registered workers into formal employment. 
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* These texts have not been approved; therefore, they may be modified. They are the result of the negotiations of the Second Preparatory Meeting of the XV IACML that took place in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from July 11 to 13, 2007, but they will be approved in the XV IACML, that will take place in September 2007.    








