
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-327/07



22 August 2007


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION


IN OAS ACTIVITIES
APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR 

PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 

IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
International Co-operative Alliance of the Americas (ICA-Americas)
APPLICATION BY INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE
OF THE AMERICAS (ICA-AMERICAS) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION
BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]


This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide information to the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on the civil society organization Alianza Cooperativa Internacional de las Américas (ACI-Américas)/International Co-operative Alliance of the Americas (ICA-Americas).  The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and includes a list of documentation presented by ICA-Americas in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

The International Co-operative Alliance of the Americas (ICA-Americas) is a nonprofit association established in Costa Rica in November 1991 to represent, defend, and promote the cooperative movement in Latin America. ACI-Americas forms part of the International Co-operative Alliance, which serves cooperatives throughout the world and represents more than 760 million people.  Founded in 1895, it now has over 200 member organizations.  The International Co-operative Alliance has had “consultative status” at the United Nations since 1946.

ICA-Americas has its head office in San José, Costa Rica.  It is the office in charge of implementing political and operational decisions with respect to International Co-operative Alliance development projects in Latin America.  ICA-Americas is divided into the following sectoral cooperatives: agricultural cooperatives; banking cooperatives; consumer cooperatives; fisheries cooperatives; health cooperatives; housing cooperatives; mutual insurance cooperatives, industrial artisanal, and service producers’ cooperatives; and tourism cooperatives.
ICA-Americas revenue comes from the subscription fees paid by its member organizations, the sale of publications and promotional articles, funds received under agreements with development organizations and agencies, and grants from individuals and private enterprises.

ICA-Americas presented its application on September 18, 2006.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:


International Co-operative Alliance of the Americas (ICA-Americas)
Address:

Urbanización Rohrmoser de la Farmacia Fisher




(20 metros al oeste 75 al norte)

Apartado Postal 6648-1000




San José, Costa Rica

Telephone number:
(506) 296-0981

Fax:


(506) 231-5842

E-mail address:

aci@aciamericas.coop

Website:

www.aciamericas.coop

President:

Carlos Palacino

Vice President:

Marcio López de Freitas

Regional Director:
Manuel Marino

Date of establishment:
November 23, 1991

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The principal foci of ICA-America’s work that are related to OAS activities include:
· Promoting the global cooperative movement based on mutual self-help and respect for democracy;

· Defending and safeguarding cooperative values and principles;

· Promoting sustainable human development and fostering the economic and social advancement of citizens;

· Promoting gender equality in the decision-making process and in cooperative movement activities.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

ICA-Americas can make contributions to meeting the needs of civil society in Latin America, as a result of its efforts to promote cooperativism in the region.  ICA-Americas also addresses other issues:

· Strengthening the capacity of cooperatives to have an impact on employment generation and on economic development in the region;

· Fostering more participatory and inclusive economic and social development by mobilizing resources and coordinating and training regional financial and credit cooperatives; 

· Promoting training and discussion of options and different forms of integration, economic cooperation, and regional development; 

· Promoting democratic values and the defense of human and social rights;

· Establishing support networks for sustainable forest development in the region, promoting the restoration and conservation of forest resources and the development of productive investments.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO undertakes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

ICA-Americas is willing to support the work of the OAS in the following areas:
· Supporting and disseminating the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women in the field of gender equality, especially as regards the development and wellbeing of women in the cooperative movement;

· Supporting training and lending activities to promote small and medium-sized enterprises jointly with the Department of Trade, Tourism and Competitiveness of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI);

· Supporting and disseminating the work of the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI).


6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated September 12, 2006

· Articles of incorporation (October 23, 1991)
· Statutes (September 2003)
· Annual report for 2005

· Institutional mission statement
· Financial Statements 2004-2005
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