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Colombian Association for the Development of Persons with Disabilities (ASCOPAR)
APPLICATION BY THE COLOMBIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (ASCOPAR) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide information to the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on the civil society organization Colombian Association for the Development of Persons with Disabilities (ASCOPAR).  The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by the Colombian Association for the Development of Persons with Disabilities (ASCOPAR) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background


The Colombian Association for the Development of Persons with Disabilities (ASCOPAR) is a nonprofit organization established in Bogotá, Colombia, on October 13, 1977.  Its objective is to promote the integral development of persons with disabilities and their incorporation in society, based on human rights set forth in the constitution and in international declarations.

ASCOPAR’s mission is to strive for a better standard of living for persons with or affected by disabilities, through programs offering training, integration into the world of work, and access to information, culture, sports, recreation, housing, and transportation. ASCOPAR has more than 230 affiliates and, directly or indirectly, its programs support more than 25,000 persons with disabilities in Colombia.


ASCOPAR is funded by membership quotas and revenue from services it provides with respect to communication and information aids, training lectures and seminars, and the sale of technical aids for persons with disabilities.

ASCOPAR submitted its application to the OAS on February 14, 2007.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



Colombian Association for the Development of Persons with Disabilities (ASCOPAR)
Address:


Cra 16ª No. 80-25/29

Telephone number:

57-1-236-1016

Fax:



57-1-493-2682

E-mail address:



ascopar@ascopar.org

Chairman of the Board


Carlos Adolfo Sánchez Rodríguez

Director of International Relations:
Carlos Parra Dussan

Legal representative:


Orlando Miguel Pión Mayorga

Date of establishment:


March 23, 1973

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The areas of ASCOPAR’s endeavors that are related to OAS activities include:

· Promoting comprehensive rehabilitation of persons with disabilities;

· Generating, promoting, fostering, and developing programs aimed at providing opportunities to persons with disabilities in the fields of health, education, work, housing, transportation, communication, recreation, and others, with a view to achieving their social integration as active members of the community;

· Promoting and developing community education programs on prevention of disabilities.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

As part of its work, ASCOPAR conducts a number of activities that could help the OAS fulfill its mission. Its activities are as follows: 

· Submitting draft laws aimed at achieving the social, cultural, and work-place integration of the population with disabilities, for instance by establishing a “National Disability System”;

· Fostering and developing disability information systems and programs, such as academic and research projects, along with workshops on human rights, the legal framework with respect to disability, and public policies in this field, with the support of universities interested in this field;

· Training and advising persons with or affected by disabilities on human rights and citizens’ obligations;

· Supporting the social and political participation of persons with disabilities;

· Promoting the organization of persons with disabilities as social actors and civil society leaders; 

· Supporting and promoting sports, Para-Olympic games, and the artistic talents of persons with or affected by disabilities;

· Supporting and promoting the integration of persons with disabilities in the labor market and generating opportunities for professional and technical training for persons with or affected by disabilities.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO undertakes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

ASCOPAR undertakes to participate in and support the civil society activities of the OAS and to perform the following tasks:
· Supporting the inter-American human rights system and the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by disseminating information and encouraging dialogue on international human rights law;

· Publicizing implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016);

· Cooperating with the Department of Sustainable Democracy of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, participating in activities to increase and promote democratic values, supporting the social and political participation of persons with disabilities.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated February 14, 2007)

· Statutes (November 23, 2002)

· Certificate of Existence and Legal Representation of the Bogotá Chamber of Commerce (June 22, 2007)

· Annual Report for 2005-2006

· Institutional mission statement

· Financial Statements at December 31, 2005 (Audited by Public Accountant Rosa Cecilia Rincón, Professional License 13634-T)
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