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APPLICATION BY THE PAN-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATIONAL CREDIT INSTITUTIONS (APICE ) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide information to the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on the civil society organization Pan-American Association of Educational Credit Institutions (APICE). The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by APICE in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background


The Pan-American Association of Educational Credit Institutions (APICE) is a private, nonprofit, international organization comprising public, private, and mixed (public-private) institutions. Its principal objective is to link up educational credit institutions and programs so as to facilitate their expansion and enhancement via research, publicity, promotion, evaluation, and the development of financing systems for higher education for low-income students.


Founded in 1964, APICE has helped train over 4,400 – especially low-income – persons in Latin America, working from its headquarters in Bogotá, Colombia. 


APICE is funded by the regular and special quotas paid by its members, revenue from services rendered, and grants from natural and juristic persons, such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and CONAVI Banco Comercial.
APICE submitted it application on August 18, 2006.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:


Pan-American Association of Educational Credit Institutions (APICE)
Address:

Carrera 11 No 77-20 Int. 3




Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone number:
(57) 1- 217-9560

Fax:


(57) 1-210-3236

E-mail address:

admin@apice.org.co

Web address:

www.apice.org.co

Executive Director:
Jorge Téllez Fuentes

Chair of the Board
Representative of the Colombian Institute for Educational Credit and Technical Studies Abroad, ICETEX-Colombia, represented by Marta Lucía Villegas B.

First Vice Chair of the Board:
Representative of the Institute for Human Resource Training and Development, IFARHU-Panama, represented by Belgis Castro

Date of establishment:
October 13, 1964

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities


The areas of APICE’s endeavors that are related to OAS activities include:
· Studying, investigating, fostering, and evaluating educational credit systems, including financing arrangements to cover higher education for low-income students;

· Promoting and supporting the work of educational credit institutions and programs;

· Participating, jointly with governments, agencies, and national and international organizations, in the internationalization of higher education.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

APICE conducts a number of activities that could help the OAS fulfill its objective of promoting economic and social development via cooperation. Its activities are as follows: 

· Acting as a consultative and advisory group on matters related to higher education in Latin America;

· Facilitating access by low income social groups and groups affected by conflict situations to technological training and the generation of productive processes;

· Publicizing the activities and experiences of educational credit agencies;

· Fostering the development of professional employment services with a view to making better use of human resources;

· Promoting the compilation, updating, and exchange of documentation on educational credit, the financing of higher education, and the principal institutions of higher education in Latin America;

· Promoting and developing research in the fields of higher education, educational credit, financing of education, and the training of high-powered academics;

· Developing training scenarios for professionals and students on educational credit, social management, and the management of educational institutions.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO undertakes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

APICE could assist the OAS in the following areas by:
· Working with the Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to promote the sharing and dissemination of OAS member states’ activities and experiences with education and educational credit;

· Supporting activities designed to increase school enrollment and access to higher education at every level with a view to raising the productivity of human resources, especially among the most vulnerable groups, by means of the activities carried out by the Department of Education and Culture of SEDI;

· Supporting the OAS Human Development Fund Committee in awarding educational grants and scholarships and fostering debate of such topics as access to higher education;

· Supporting the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, in its efforts to promote and consolidate democracy through education, in conjunction with the Department of Education and Culture of SEDI and the Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions [Tr. sic] of the Secretariat for Political Affairs;
· Promoting civil society participation in the monitoring and implementation of the education-related mandates of the Summits of the Americas.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated September 6, 2007

· Articles of incorporation (October 13, 1964)

· Statutes (October 13, 1964)

· Annual Reports corresponding to 2000-2005

· Institutional mission statement

· Financial Statements corresponding to 2005 (audited by Jairo Hernández Villamil – Auditor)
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