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APPLICATION BY THE INSTITUTO TECNOLÓGICO Y DE ESTUDIOS SUPERIORES DE OCCIDENTE (ITESO) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6
OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide information to the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on the civil society organization INSTITUTO TECNOLÓGICO Y DE ESTUDIOS SUPERIORES DE OCCIDENTE (ITESO) (Western Institute of Technology and Higher Education). The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by ITESO in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

The Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Occidente was founded in early 1957 by a group of Jesuits, families, and local businessmen from Guadalajara, Mexico.  Located in Tlaquepaque, Jalisco, ITESO is an educational institution dedicated to educating competent professionals through an interdisciplinary approach and real-life experience.  

It offers 25 educational programs in the areas of engineering, the social sciences, the humanities, management, and economics.  It also carries out social projects and research on topics related to human rights, regional sustainable development, civic education, and the environment.  It is accredited by the Federación de Instituciones Mexicanas Particulares de Educación Superior (FIMPES) (Federation of Mexican Private Institutions of Higher Education) and is part of the Jesuit university network that embraces more than 200 institutions around the world.

As an educational institution, ITESO is funded primarily by tuition fees, financial proceeds, loan repayments, grants, cooperation agreements, and support funds.

ITESO submitted its application on December 5, 2006.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:
Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Occidente (ITESO)
Main address:
Periférico Sur Manuel Gómez Morín 8585

C.P. 45090

Tlaquepaque, Jalisco, Mexico
Telephone:
52-33-3669-3434
Fax:
52-33-3669-3585

E-mail:
aleida@iteso.mx
Website:
www.iteso.mx
Rector:
Héctor M. Acuña Nogueira S.J.
Date established:
July 31, 1957
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
The main objective of ITESO is to train youths to promote human development.  Its activities are related to those of the OAS in the following areas:
· Encouragement of social responsibility in the industrial and socioeconomic spheres;
· Promotion of participation by young people in democracy and aspects of good governance;
· Collaboration in efforts against corruption;
· Awareness raising among the public at large with regard to human rights, with special emphasis on the rights of women, children, adolescents, and indigenous peoples, and on the inter-American system for the protection and promotion of human rights;
· Teaching of young people about the inter-American system and respect for human rights;
· Support for programs that foster sustainable development in Mexico;
· Strengthening of social tolerance values in a culture of peace;
· Promotion of stronger democratic institutions.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

ITESO conducts research and activities that can be of interest to the OAS.  Noteworthy among them are the following:
· Conducting of research on electoral behavior, human rights, poverty and exclusion, the economy, and the environment;
· Design and execution of educational programs that promote cultural heritage, economic development, and reinforced community values;
· Participation in international forums on various topics to bolster international cooperation among the academic sector, the private sector, and civil society.
5.
Identification the OAS work areas in which the CSO undertakes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

ITESO’s activities are compatible with OAS objectives with regard to the promotion of social and economic development, democracy, and human rights.  In particular, the Institute can help the OAS in the following areas:

· Supporting activities that increase access to schooling and higher education at all levels, including the awarding of educational aid and scholarships to nationals of OAS member states, so as to increase human resource productivity, particularly among the most vulnerable groups, with support from the Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI);

· Supporting the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices in its efforts to promote and consolidate democracy by educating children, together with the Department of Education of SEDI and the Secretariat for Political Affairs;
· Promoting learning about the rights of women, children, and adolescents by supporting activities carried out by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN);
· Working with the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on inter-American programs on sustainable development, the fight against poverty and discrimination, and education;
· Monitoring the inter-American human rights system and publicizing the activities and decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General (November 2, 2006)
· Charter (July 31, 1957)
· Statutes, 2003
· Annual report, 2005
· Institutional mission statement
· Statement of financial accounts, 2005 (Audited by Guillermo Terán Mares, CPA, of KPMG)
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