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CHAPTER I

Social Justice, Development with Equity and Democracy

(Approved April 23, 2007)
ARTICLE 1
The peoples of the Americas legitimately aspire to social justice and their governments have a responsibility to promote it.  (Approved March 6, 2007)
Development with equity strengthens and consolidates democracy, since the two are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. (Approved March 6, 2007)

[Representative democracy and [El Salvador: social justice economic growth with equity] are strengthened through sustainable development, equality of opportunity and the elimination of extreme poverty.] (Proposed by the United States on 03/13/07 with amendment on 04/23/07)

[Venezuela: Social justice, economic growth with equity, the rule of law, governance with transparency, and public participation (Costa Rica: and the participation of civil society] are, among others, the foundation for the effective exercise of democracy [Grenada: and elimination of extreme poverty]. (The Delegation of Venezuela indicated that this paragraph is solely an alternative proposal if a third paragraph is deemed necessary)
ARTICLE 2

The promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere. (Approved January 19, 2007)
The member states commit to promoting and to progressively realizing the full achievement of economic, social, and cultural rights and principles, through policies and programs that they consider are the most effective and appropriate for their needs, in accordance with their democratic processes and available resources. (Approved March 13, 2007)
ARTICLE 3

The states, determined and committed to combating the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity and to address their underlying causes and their consequences, have the responsibility to create favorable conditions for achieving development with social justice for their peoples, thus contributing to strengthening democratic governance. (Approved March 29, 2007)

The member states will strengthen and foster policies and programs directed towards the achievement of societies that offer all people opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion. (Approved March 29, 2007)
ARTICLE 4

Everyone is born free and equal in dignity and rights. The member states reaffirm their commitment to universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms as essential elements to achieve social justice and strengthen democracy. (Approved April 11, 2007)
ARTICLE 5

Each state has the primary responsibility for its development and, in choosing its economic and social system within a framework of democracy, it should further the establishment of a more just economic and social order that will make possible and contribute to the fulfillment of the individual. (Approved April 13, 2007)
In this context, we reaffirm the imperative for the Hemispheric community to support national development efforts, consistent with the principles of the OAS Charter, and the commitment of member states to deepening solidarity and inter-American cooperation on development. (Approved April 23, 2007)
CHAPTER II

 [Uruguay: Inclusive, Just and Equitable Economic Development]

[United States: Equitable Economic Development for all]
ARTICLE 1
The individual is at the center, as principal participant and beneficiary, of an inclusive, just, and equitable economic development process. (Approved May 7, 2007) 
In this regard, the formulation and implementation of sound and transparent economic and social policies by member states will further economic development, fostering investment and the generation of employment in all sectors, and reducing income inequalities. Important goals of these policies include the fight against poverty, the reduction of social inequalities, the promotion of equal opportunities and improvement on the standards of living. This requires the effort of both governments as well as civil society as a whole. (Approved May 18, 2007)
ARTICLE 2
(Correspond to the proposal for Article 2 by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay, and Venezuela - 04/25/07. Article 6 of rev. 19, placement changed on 07/6/07) 
1. 
[The peoples of the Americas have the right to economic development with social justice and the states have a duty to make every effort to promote and guarantee it, taking into account each country’s particular characteristics, with a view to overcoming poverty and achieving a decent standard of living. (Canada and the United States: proposed deleting paragraph - 07/06/07)]
Alternate drafting for paragraph 1 presented by Canada: The peoples of the Americas expect states to promote economic development with social justice, taking into account each country’s particular characteristics, with a view to overcoming poverty and achieving a decent standard of living.

2. 
The business sector plays a key role in creating jobs, expanding opportunity, and contributes to reducing poverty. Public policies and regulatory frameworks should facilitate the creation of new enterprises and the incorporation of the informal sector into the formal economy. (Approved July 31, 2007)
3. 
(Old 4) The promotion of decent work, the fight against unemployment and underemployment as well as addressing the challenges of informal labor are essential elements for achieving economic development with equity. (Approved August 30, 2007)
4.
(Old 3) Member states will promote and implement public policies aimed at economic development with social justice, recognizing the importance of programs that contribute to social inclusion and cohesiveness and generate income and employment. In this regard, we recognize the important role of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, [United States: competitive] cooperatives, and other production units, that contribute to the full incorporation into the labor market of women and youth, as well as persons with disabilities and other excluded groups. (Approved, pending consultations by the Delegation of the United States on the word “competitive” 08/30/07)
NOTES:
1. 
On July 31, 2007, most member states present agreed to delete the following (shaded) proposals for this article.  However, the delegations of Canada and the United States would like to continue considering them.
2. 
On August 30, 2007, the issue of placing the following shaded paragraphs in the Plan of Action was again considered. The United States maintained its position to continue consideration all of the shades paragraphs for the Chapter, while the Delegation of Canada would consider placing them within the Plan of Action, except for paragraph 9 which, with the suggested new language, proposed to maintain within the Charter. 

Alternate proposal by the Delegation of Canada: 3.  Economic development with equity is essential for the generation of employment, contributes to the reduction of unemployment, and underemployment and to the incorporation of the informal sector and unregistered work into the formal sector [Ecuador: and the fulfillment of the fundamental needs of the citizens.] 
4. The micro, small and medium enterprises, [United States: competitive, market based] cooperatives and other productive [United States: productive production] units offer income and employment and allow women, youth, [DR: persons with disabilities] and other traditionally excluded groups [United States: traditionally excluded groups marginalized groups] [Canada: youth and other traditionally excluded groups women and groups that have been hampered by lack of opportunities] to be integrated into the economy. 
5. The states commit to promote [United States: the states commit to promote Promotion of] micro-credit policies and programs and capacity building in order to strengthen such initiatives that contribute to inclusion and social cohesiveness [United States: in order to strengthen such initiatives that contribute to inclusion and social cohesiveness that help develop enterprises contribute to poverty alleviation and the improvement of standards of living]. 
 6. 
[The states shall promote the development of micro, small, and medium enterprises, [United States: [competitive] cooperatives and other productive units], offering economic opportunity to women, youth and other traditionally disadvantaged groups.] (Canada suggests deletion of first sentence)] [United States: The promotion of a regulatory framework encourages [Canada: and facilitates] the establishment of new enterprises, an entrepreneurial spirit, the creation of formal enterprises and the incorporation of informal enterprises into the formal economy, to significantly reduce unregistered work without social protection.] (Source: IACML. Various delegations consider placing in Plan of Action) 
Alternate proposal by Delegation of the United States: 6. The micro, small and medium enterprises, competitive, market based cooperatives and other production units offer income, employment, and allow women, youth, and other marginalized groups to be integrated into the economy and improve standards of living. The promotion of a regulatory framework encourages [Canada: and facilitates] the establishment of new enterprises, an entrepreneurial spirit, the creation of formal enterprises and the incorporation of informal enterprises into the formal economy, to significantly reduce unregistered work without social protection.

 7.
[Small businesses and micro-enterprises provide [Canada: provide generate] income, help create jobs, and provide access to markets [Canada: and economic opportunities] for women and marginalized [Brazil: marginalized groups that have been hampered by lack of opportunities] who have been traditionally hampered by lack of opportunities [and marginalized groups who have been traditionally hampered by lack of opportunities]. [Uruguay: The states shall guarantee that] SME and micro-finance [Canada: and capacity building] and other programs help develop such enterprises and enable people to realize their potential and improve the quality of their lives.]] (Various delegations consider placing in Plan of Action) 
8.
Likewise, they shall facilitate access by micro-, small, and medium-sized enterprises and by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes [ by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes], with a view to reducing poverty, generating new sources of employment, and achieving a more equitable distribution of wealth and income. (Various delegations consider placing in Plan of Action) 
(Correspond to the United States Delegation’s proposal for Article 1 - 04/18/07, with amendments considered on 05/2/07)

9.
Streamlined requirements and reduced costs to open businesses, modern and strong labor regulations, investment in human capital, and fair and level competition are [CA: key contributors to enhance essential to enhancing] productivity and growth. Combating corruption and other unethical practices in the public and private sectors strengthens a culture of transparency [CA: and are fundamental for long-term growth and poverty reduction.] [PENDING consultations by the Delegation of Canada -- 08/30/07]
(Correspond to the proposal for Article 3 by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay and Venezuela - 04/25/07)

10.
The states shall guarantee, in accordance with their domestic laws, people’s right to build and benefit from new forms of social and productive organization, such as cooperatives and other partnership initiatives. (Pending consultations by the United States to place this paragraph in the Plan of Action 08/30/07)
ARTICLE 3
(Correspond to the proposal for Article 3 by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay and Venezuela - 04/25/07. Article 7 of rev.19, placement changed on 07/6/07) 
The states shall commit to adopting domestic and international measures to eliminate obstacles to development and, in particular, those stemming from the denial of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

 (Proposed by the Delegation of the United States for Article 3 - 04/18/07)
Clearly defined property rights enable people to borrow against their property, to access capital, and to enter into business ventures that foster broad based economic growth.  A property rights system should provide our citizens with certainty, facilitate capital formation, promote investment, and support the appropriate management of natural resources, all of which contribute to our countries’ prosperity.

ARTICLE 4
(Correspond to the proposal for Article 4 by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay and Venezuela - 04/25/07. Article 8 of rev.19, placement changed on 07/6/07)
The states shall promote sustainable development and sustained economic growth by managing and making rational use of natural resources and ecosystems, so that their peoples can live in a healthy environment, with ample access to basic public services, such as drinking water and sanitation.

In order to generate inclusive, just, and equitable economic development, the states shall invest in human resource training, in physical infrastructure, and in scientific and technological research and innovation.

(Correspond to the United States Delegation’s proposal for Article 4- 04/18/07)
Respect for workers’ rights, equal employment opportunities, and improved working conditions are essential to attaining prosperity.  Cooperation and social dialogue among workers, employers, and other stakeholders promote good governance and a stable economy.  

The International Labor Organization Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-Up foster a quality workforce that drives economic progress and provides a basis for sustained and balanced growth and for social justice for people throughout the hemisphere.
(Correspond to the proposal for Article 6 by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay and Venezuela for Article 6 - 04/25/07)
Respect for and promotion of the rights of workers, in particular application of the basic provisions of the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, of 1998, the promotion of decent jobs, and job generation are essential and contribute to the attainment of prosperity.

The states shall strengthen the labor law framework and ensure its effective application, will foster social dialogue, and will support professional training to improve working conditions and presence in the labor market.

 (Proposed by CARICOM for Article 4 – 04/27/07)

Member states recognize the importance of strengthening their science and technology infrastructure capability, as a means of facilitating sustainable development, eliminating inequality and increasing access to information and other resources.

 
Member states shall endeavor to provide adequate social services and benefit for its citizens to ensure that the most needy persons have access to food, housing and other basic necessities.

ARTICLE 5
(Proposal by the Delegation of the United States for Article 5 - 04/18/0)
Fiscal and monetary systems should account for revenues and expenditures, promote transparent public financial management, and ensure that public resources and policies are supportive of private sector development and devoted to priority economic needs.

CHAPTER III

Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination.

CHAPTER IV

Cultural development, diversity, and pluralism.

CHAPTER V

Solidarity and collective effort of the Americas.
Elements that could be considered in drafting the Plan of Action

From Chapter II, Article 2:

[United States: States will renew efforts to promote, in collaboration with complementary institutions, a regulatory framework that facilitates the establishment of new enterprises, the promotion of an entrepreneurial spirit, the creation of formal enterprises and the incorporation of informal enterprises into the informal economy, in order to significantly reduce unregistered work without social protection.] (Source: IACM)

[Small businesses and micro-enterprises [Canada: provide generate] income, help create jobs, and provide access to markets [Canada: and economic opportunities] for women and [Brazil: marginalized groups that have been hampered by lack of opportunities] who have been traditionally hampered by lack of opportunities [and marginalized groups who have been traditionally hampered by lack of opportunities].  [Uruguay: The states shall guarantee that] SME and micro-finance [Canada: and capacity building] and other programs help develop such enterprises and enable people to realize their potential and improve the quality of their lives.]]

Likewise, they shall facilitate access by micro-, small, and medium-sized enterprises and by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes [Peru: by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes], with a view to reducing poverty, generating new sources of employment, and achieving a more equitable distribution of wealth and income.
Streamlined requirements and reduced costs to open businesses, modern and strong labor regulations, investment in human capital, and fair and level competition are essential to enhancing productivity and growth. Combating corruption and other unethical practices in the public and private sectors strengthens a culture of transparency.
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