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1. Adoption of the order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business (CP/OD-1606/07).
2. Remarks by the Secretary General of the OAS,
The OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, addressed the Permanent Council regarding the topic that had led to the convening of this special meeting in order to hear the conclusions of the International Forensic Commission charged with investigating the circumstances surrounding the death of the Colombian legislators of Valle del Cauca, in June 2007. The Secretary General called for the liberation of all those kidnapped by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and condemned this scourge that violates the freedom and dignity of persons.   He also stressed that the Commission went about its work in a strictly technical setting and with absolute independence.  In particular, he thanked the Government of Colombia, the Attorney General’s Office, and Colombia’s Institute of Forensic Medicine for their support., and he expressed appreciation for the valuable assistance provided by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
3. Oral report by Dr. James Young on the conclusions of the International Forensic Commission charged with investigating the circumstances surrounding the death of the Colombian legislators of Valle del Cauca, in June 2007.
Dr. James Young presented the conclusions approved unanimously by the International Forensic Commission.  Those conclusions were published in document CP/INF. 5545/07.
Immediately thereafter, Ambassador Camilo Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, took the floor and thanked, among others, the Secretary General for having convened this special meeting, the International Forensic Commission for the professional and expeditious way it went about the difficult task assigned to it, and the International Committee of the Red Cross, whose task it was to recover the bodies of the legislators, (CP/INF.5546/07).  He stated, moreover, that “kidnapping constitutes a cruel violation of the right to liberty and the subhuman conditions in which the kidnapped are kept captive are the most humiliating that a human being can endure.” 
The Permanent Council agreed to take note of the remarks of the Secretary General, the representative of the International Forensic Commission, and Ambassador Camilo Ospina Bernal, the Permanent Representative of Colombia, as well as of the observations and comments of the delegations.
4. Other business
After the Council concluded its consideration of the topic for which the meeting had been convened, the Permanent Representative of Ecuador asked for a postponement of the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly convened by the Permanent Council by means of resolution CP/RES. 921 (1605/07).
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The Alternative Representative of Venezuela requested that a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI be convened to elect the Chair of the Joint Working Group to Prepare the Draft Social Charter of the Americas. 
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�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1606/07.
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