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Record of the regular meeting of September 21, 2007

CP/ACTA 1608/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1608/07.
· Condolences
The Permanent Council expressed its condolences over the death, on September 7, 2007, of the Honorable Sir John George Melvin Compton, Prime Minister of Saint Lucia, observing a moment of silence in his memory.
· Welcome to the new Ambassador of Mexico
The Permanent Council bid the most cordial welcome to the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Gustavo Albin, who presented his credentials to the Secretary General on September 13, 2007.
2. Presentation by the President of the Central American Court of Justice
At the request of the Permanent Mission of El Salvador (CP/INF. 5532/07), Dr. Ricardo Acevedo Peralta, President of the Central American Court of Justice, reported to the Council on the First Meeting of International and Regional Courts of Justice of the World, which was to take place in Managua, Nicaragua, in October 2007.  The central theme of the meeting would be justice, integration, and human rights.

After hearing the statements by the delegations on the topic of the meeting, the Council thanked the President of the Central American Court of Justice for the information provided and decided to take note of the comments presented by delegations on the matter. 

3. Presentation by Dr. Hilary Beckles, of the University of the West Indies
At the request of Ambassador Deborah-Mae Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda and Chair of the Permanent Council, the Council heard a presentation by Dr. Hilary Beckles, professor of economics and social history at the University of the West Indies, on the bicentennial of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade.

The Council thanked Dr. Hilary Beckles, taking note of his presentation and of the observations of the delegations.

4. Report of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 
Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, in her capacity as Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, referred to the results of her chairmanship during the term running from March 1 to August 30, 2007.

The Council thanked Ambassador Luján Flores and took note of her presentation.

5. Proposed change of date for the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly 

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Colombia (CP/INF.5548/07), the Permanent Council considered the proposal to change the date of the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly.

It was decided that the thirty-third special session would be held on October 3, 2007, before the special meeting of the Permanent Council convened to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).

As decided, the Secretariat was requested to publish a revised version of resolution CP/RES. 921 (1605/07), adopted by the Permanent Council at its meeting of September 6, 2007.  The Chair of the Council, in her capacity as Chair of the Preparatory Committee, requested that the Secretariat adjust the calendar of activities of the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly.

6. Adoption of minutes 
The Council adopted the following minutes:

a) CP/ACTA 1507/05 – special meeting of September 9, 2005; and

b) CP/ACTA 1577/07 – regular meeting of January 24, 2007.

7. Other business 

· The Permanent Representative of Panama referred to the need for delegations to adhere to the 10-minute time limit for their statements, as provided in Article 46 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

· The Representative of Paraguay referred to the 129th special session of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).
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�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1608/07.
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