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Summary of the meeting of October 5, 2007

1. Discussion of the contact group formed by the member states concerned or especially affected by the problem of criminal gangs [resolution AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07)]
The Chair of the CSH noted that under operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07), the General Assembly had instructed “the Permanent Council to establish, under the coordination of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, a contact group made up of member states that are concerned or particularly affected by the phenomenon of criminal gangs to advise the General Secretariat on this matter and guide its work, which would include perfecting a regional strategy for promoting inter-American cooperation in dealing with gangs, in their various manifestations, with full respect for human rights.”
He noted that the term “contact group” should be taken to mean a formal or informal working group of the Committee.
He also reported that on Friday, September 21, 2007, he had met informally with the three vice chairs of the CSH and delegates of the Permanent Mission of El Salvador on this matter. At that meeting, participants agreed that the “contact group” would be informal, in principle, in view of the financial implications of creating a formal working group, which would include the cost of interpretation, translation, and staffing.  Later, when delegations saw fit, the group would be made formal.
The Chair also mentioned that, since the special meeting on the problem of criminal gangs would be held on October 30, 2007, the informal working group on gangs could contribute to that meeting in a more expeditious manner.
The delegation of Guatemala concurred with the Chair’s proposal and, on behalf of GRUCA, presented some additional notes on the matter:

· GRUCA has followed the process of analysis of resolution AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07), in particular as it pertains to the formation of the contact group envisioned in operative paragraph 2.
· The resolution is consistent with the provisions of the Statutes and Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, in particular Articles 13 and 15, respectively, which empower the Permanent Council to form such groups as it considers necessary, with a specific mandate in each case.  Accordingly, resolution AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07) has called for the creation of the working group dubbed “contact group,” specifying its composition and providing a clear mandate.
· As for operative paragraphs 4, 5, and 6 of resolution AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07), GRUCA believes the contact group should act as a reference point for the General Secretariat and should guide the Secretariat’s preparations for the special meeting on gangs.

· GRUCA concurs with the Chair’s proposal to establish the group informally, and as soon as possible, with the intention of formalizing it later.  In both cases, its activities will be carried out in accordance with the program-budget of the Organization.
· He also requested that the first informal meeting of the contact group be convened for the following week.  The meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, October 9, 2007.

2. Other business
Ambassador Alexandre Addor-Neto, Assistant Secretary for Multidimensional Security, reaffirmed the Secretary General’s proposal, issued at the previous CSH meeting, to hold the First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security, and announced that the Secretary General would soon offer a more specific proposal on the matter.  He also indicated the intent to hold a preparatory meeting before the close of the year and the possibility of holding the ministerial meeting in April or May of the following year.

The United States delegation noted that its country would host the next REMJA, planned for April or May of 2008.  It therefore proposed that thought be given to not holding these meetings too close together.
Some delegations proposed combining the two meetings; but others felt strongly that they ought to be conducted separately.

There being no further business to consider, the meeting was called to a close.
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