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1.
Opening remarks
The Committee listened to welcoming remarks by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Permanente Representative of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS), who was elected by the Permanent Council as Chair of the CAJP on July 12, 2007.
The Chair reaffirmed the need to study a variety of sources of information and thinking about the inter-American human rights system in order to be in a position to embark on a reform of that system.
He announced that a matrix was being drawn up of all the mandates and positions taken in the CAJP in recent years.  This document will make it possible to build a road map of the steps that need to be taken for a future reform of the system and serve as a basis for future meetings on the subject.
He ended his remarks with a call to all delegates to play an active part in these joint endeavors.
The OAS Secretary General, Dr. José Miguel Insulza, then congratulated the Ambassador of the Dominican Republic on his appointment as Chair of the CAJP. 

He also emphasized the importance that the OAS attaches to protection of human rights and the major part played by this Committee in that area.  He stressed that, politically speaking, the OAS human rights system is a core part of the Organization.
He pointed out that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) had the advantage of being a commission whose members are elected, thereby avoiding the political pressures that normally beset systems composed of states.  Nevertheless, despite that advantage, the system still faced, he said, numerous challenges.  In particular, he underscored the need to clarify the IACHR’s spheres of competence and their limits, and the importance of maintaining the autonomy and independence of the organs of the system.
The Secretary General also mentioned the need to foster universalization of the inter-American human rights system because, although all the member countries are members of the IACHR, many are not parties to either the American Convention on Human Rights or the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  He added that universalization of the system is rendered even more difficult when some countries choose not to abide by the Court’s decisions.
The Secretary General concluded by underlining the valuable role of the IACHR and calling upon the delegations and organs of the system to engage in dialogue on matters still pending, so as to avoid future crises.
2.
Election of the Vice Chairs of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)
The following were elected by acclamation: Counselor Eduardo Acevedo Díaz, Alternate Representative of Argentina, as First Vice Chair, and the Alternate Representative of Canada, Keltie Patterson, as Second Vice Chair.
3.
Presentation of the Draft Work Plan of the CAJP (CP/CAJP-2528/07)
The Chair of the CAJP announced the tasks that Committee would be engaged in during the coming term and established some guidelines and procedures for addressing them.
After observations by some delegations, the Work Plan was adopted with the proposed amendments, which will be incorporated into a revised version of that document.
4.
Other business
The delegation of Colombia insisted on the need for the Committee to discuss the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR, as contemplated in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2290 (XXXVII-O/07), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.”
There being no further business to consider, the meeting was called to a close.
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