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At the request of the delegation of Ecuador, the order of the items on the order of business was changed to allow more time for consultations on the installation of the working groups of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  The meeting began its consideration of the order of business (CP/CAJP-2530/07) with the following:

1. Planning of special and working meetings of the CAJP
The Director of the Office of International Law made a presentation on the first four resolutions of the special meetings of the CAJP listed on the order of business.  With regard to resolution AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law,” he said that the Inter-American Juridical Committee intended to participate in that meeting.  He added that his office was to continue organizing courses on the subject area, the next of which was scheduled for January 4, 2008.


On the next resolution, AG/RES. 2279 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of the International Criminal Court,” he said that the Permanent Council had been given the mandate to organize a working meeting on the measures the states should take to collaborate with the International Criminal Court and that that meeting had been scheduled for January 28, 2008.

He also recalled that the CJI was in the process of drafting model legislation on the basis of a questionnaire to be completed by member states.  He urged those states that had not yet responded to the questionnaire to do so.


With regard to resolution AG/RES. 2296 (XXXVII-O/07), “Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas,” he noted that that was the first time the CAJP would be organizing a special meeting on that subject and that the meeting would be held on January 29, 2008.

Lastly, he referred to resolution AG/RES. 2289 (XXXVII-O/07), “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families,” and announced that the respective special meetings on that topic would be held during the first quarter of 2008 and of 2009.

In conclusion, he said that his office would present draft agendas as soon as possible to enable the member states to discuss them.

Some delegations said that they approved of the date changes indicated.  After additional clarifications concerning the other special meetings, the delegations expressed agreement, and the meeting moved on to item 2 on the order of business.
2. Installation of the working groups of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)
a. Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The delegation of Ecuador initially nominated Bolivia to chair that Working Group.  However, the meeting decided to postpone the election pending a decision in that connection by Bolivia’s foreign ministry.
b. Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

The delegation of Ecuador nominated the Alternate Representative of Brazil, Counselor María Cristina Pereira da Silva, who was elected by acclamation to chair the Working Group.
c. Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registration and the Right to Identity

The delegation of Ecuador nominated the Alternate Representative of Mexico, Minister Luis Javier Campuzano, who was elected by acclamation to chair the Working Group.
d. Informal Working Group to Study the Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute

On a proposal by the Chair of the CAJP, the meeting decided to set up an informal working group on that topic, made up of the member countries of the Inter-American Indian Institute and open to any other member states wishing to participate.  The Working Group would elect a coordinator to carry out the activities assigned.
3. Other business
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.
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