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Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, representatives to the Permanent Council, ambassadors, and other representatives of member states of the Organization of American States,

I am very pleased at the opportunity to address you in my capacity as Minister of the Special Secretariat for Policies for Promotion of Racial Equality in Brazil, which directly advises the President of the Republic on matters concerning the protection of the human rights of ethnic and racial groups traditionally subjected to racism and discrimination in Brazil, with a focus on the black population.

Brazil recognizes the persistence of racism and its devastating consequences for the lives of millions of Brazilians. This cruel form of discrimination continues to arise, especially affecting persons of African and indigenous descent and impairing their enjoyment of the legal and material equality that is theirs by right.  In our view, overcoming this reality and the just promotion of equality are necessary for the full consolidation of democracy in our country.  Accordingly, we have undertaken significant efforts to implement government policies to effectively promote racial equality, always in partnership and ongoing dialogue with civil society, international organizations, and other partners.

We are aware also that the unwelcome reality of racism and discrimination is not confined to Brazil but extends to all of the Americas and to other regions of the globe.  This is a worldwide problem besetting large sectors of the human population. International cooperation in overcoming racism and discrimination would, therefore, seem the most effective avenue toward lasting and sustainable solutions in the interest of just and equitable societies.

Therefore, I reaffirm the commitment of the Brazilian state to strengthening and improving international mechanisms of protection against racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance, not only in our region but globally.

It is important to note that in that endeavor we are joined by most of the states of the Hemisphere. This is evidenced by the significant, ongoing support of the delegations of the American states for the efforts of the Working Group to Prepare the Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. The Brazilian state is immensely grateful for the commitment and constructive attitude shown by the delegations in the negotiation of that text, the comprehensive nature of which poses considerable challenges on the way to an effective document capable of meeting the protection needs of all persons subjected to racism and any form of discrimination or intolerance.

Another noteworthy development is the establishment of the special rapporteurship on the rights of persons of African descent within the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. Since its inception, this rapporteurship has made strong contributions to monitoring policies for the promotion of equality and the elimination of racism in the Hemisphere, supporting the states in areas within its sphere of competence. The Brazilian state has contributed, financially and otherwise, to maintaining that body, and it believes it would be strategic to strengthen its operations with support from the other states. Since 2005, Brazil has contributed the equivalent of US$165,000 by way of voluntary contributions.  It will continue to do so for as long as necessary. Still, the support and cooperation of the other states is equally vital to the full execution of the special rapporteur’s functions–whether it be in the form of financial contributions, support to the rapporteur during on-site monitoring visits, or the provision of correct information whenever it is requested.

Lastly, the Brazilian state considers it important also to contribute to and support United Nations efforts, with a view to the full success in the review process of the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance, known as the Durban Conference. We feel that the American Hemisphere is in a position to make important contributions to the upcoming Durban World Review Conference and to provide options for the consolidation of significant progress in the international parameters of protection against racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance. To that end, we have officially expressed Brazil’s wish to host, in 2008, the regional conference preparatory to that World Conference.  We hope to have the support of your countries in pursuing that aim. 

I thank you all for your attention and reaffirm once more the unqualified commitment of the Brazilian state to overcoming a scourge that affects us all.[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL
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