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Summary of the meeting of October 23, 2007

1. Follow-up on institutional topics: AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations”
· Opening remarks by the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin
The statement by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, has been distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 138/07.
· Presentation by the “White Helmets Commission”

The presentation by Ambassador Gabriel Marcelo Fuks, current Chair of the White Helmets Commission, on the approach of the White Helmets Initiative to preventing and mitigating disasters, has been circulated as document CP/CSH/INF. 137/07.
The delegation of Argentina mentioned that on October 3, 2007, the first meeting of the national platforms had taken place in that country.  It also reported that Argentina had recently taken office as chair of the support group of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. Lastly, it emphasized the community’s commitment and the need to mobilize society to prevent disasters.
· Presentation by the World Food Programme

The presentation by Ms. Gordana Jerger, Deputy Regional Director of the United Nations World Food Programme, has been distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 136/07.
· Report of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and follow-up on the activities of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS


Mr. Pablo González, Principal Specialist of the OAS Department of Sustainable Development, presented a report on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2184 (XXXVI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), which is published in document CP/CSH-925/07.  He also stressed certain major points concerning the report of the first meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR), which was held on September 24, 2007, at OAS headquarters.  The report has been distributed as document CP/CSH-926/07.
Various delegations thanked the guest panelists for their presentations and commented on the following topics:
· They noted in the report of the IACNDR, the creation of the single informational portal to provide member states and civil society organizations with an up-to-date panorama of the various programs, projects, and policies on the matter in the inter-American system.

· The need to strengthen information exchange to help member states in disaster situations.

· The importance of coordination between the Secretariat and the delegations in emergency situations.

· The Committee on Hemispheric Security could consider the requests for resource mobilization among member states in natural disaster situations, in consultation with the other bodies of the inter-American system.

Mr. Pablo González commented on the OAS agreement with the World Food Programme and the White Helmets Initiative and emphasized that there were a number of areas of possible cooperation, especially in risk identification and the mapping of vulnerabilities and threats.
Ambassador Gabriel Fuks added that, a few days earlier in Buenos Aires, a meeting had been held specifically for development of a perspective on coordinating humanitarian aid in the event of a possible emergency arising in Haiti, based on the 2 x 9 mechanism of the countries participating in MINUSTAH (Uruguay, Brazil, Paraguay, Peru, Ecuador, Guatemala, Chile, Bolivia, and Argentina). At that time it was decided to participate in the meeting to be held in Haiti on November 14 and 15, 2007, organized by the Association of Caribbean States and linking the topic of development to the question of emergencies.  The Ambassador also stressed that it was important that the volunteer humanitarian network prepare a mechanism whereby the OAS could increase its presence in emergency situations.
2. Other topics

The delegation of Nicaragua referred to the note (CP/doc.4244/07) “The Impact of Hurricane Felix and Strategies for Rebuilding and Developing the Northern Caribbean Coast of Nicaragua.” The note had been presented to the Permanent Council on October 10, 2007, and distributed for information purposes to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.  The delegation also said that climate phenomena could affect the stability of the countries and that therefore the topic of natural disasters should be addressed on an ongoing basis, with a special focus on prevention and mitigation.
At this meeting, the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela expressed its country’s wish to host the First Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management.  That meeting was to take place in the first half of 2008, tentatively in March.
There being no further business to consider, the meeting was called to a close.
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