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COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish

COMMENTS BY THE DELEGATION OF THE BOLIVARIAN

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA ON THE DRAFT SCHEDULE FOR THE

SPECIAL MEETING ON THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM
OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION

November 29 and 30, 2007

Washington, D.C.

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
TO THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

II.2.E8.D-OEA.10.860


The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela presents its compliments to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Organization of American States and wishes to refer to document CP/CAJP-2542/07, “Draft Schedule for the Special Meeting on the Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression.”


In this regard, the Mission of Venezuela attaches hereto those amendments to the draft schedule which it considers necessary in order for that document to fully reflect the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2287 (XXXVII-O/07), “Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media.”


The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Organization of American States the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., October 26, 2007

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAJP-2542/07



23 October 2007


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish

Special Meeting on the Right to

Freedom of Thought and Expression

November 29 and 30, 2007

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT SCHEDULE
Thursday, November 29, 2007
9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
INAUGURAL SESSION

· Remarks by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

· Remarks by _______, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Remarks by ________, Judge of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
DEFINITION AND IMPORTANCE OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION

CONTENT OF THIS RIGHT (ARTICLE 13.1)

EXISTING INTERNATIONAL JURISPRUDENCE ON THE TOPIC REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 13 OF THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Speaker:
· Dialogue with delegations

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.2:  THE EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO PRIOR CENSORSHIP, BUT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO SUBSEQUENT IMPOSITION OF LIABILITY, WHICH SHALL BE EXPRESSLY ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE:  (A) RESPECT FOR THE RIGHTS OR REPUTATION OF OTHERS; OR (B) THE PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY, PUBLIC ORDER, OR PUBLIC HEALTH OR MORALS.

THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.4:  PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS MAY BE SUBJECT BY LAW TO PRIOR CENSORSHIP FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF REGULATING ACCESS TO THEM FOR THE MORAL PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS, WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE PROVISIONS OF SUBPARAGRAPH 2.

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION (ARTICLE 13 OF THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS) AND PROTECTION OF HONOR AND DIGNITY (ARTICLE 11 THEREOF)

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

Friday, November 30, 2007 

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.3:  THE RIGHT OF EXPRESSION MAY NOT BE RESTRICTED BY INDIRECT METHODS OR MEANS, SUCH AS THE ABUSE OF GOVERNMENT OR PRIVATE CONTROLS OVER NEWSPRINT, RADIO BROADCASTING FREQUENCIES, OR EQUIPMENT USED IN THE DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION, OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS TENDING TO IMPEDE THE COMMUNICATION AND CIRCULATION OF IDEAS AND OPINIONS
Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.5:  ANY PROPAGANDA FOR WAR AND ANY ADVOCACY OF NATIONAL, RACIAL, OR RELIGIOUS HATRED THAT CONSTITUTE INCITEMENTS TO LAWLESS VIOLENCE OR TO ANY OTHER SIMILAR ACTION AGAINT ANY PERSON OR GROUP OF PERSONS ON ANY GROUNDS INCLUDING THOSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, LANGUAGE, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN SHALL BE PROHIBITED BY LAW.

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS AS A FORM OF EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

12:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
CONCLUSIONS AND REFLECTIONS

· Remarks by the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression

· Remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
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