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	ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES WASHINGTON, D.C. 2 0 0 0 6 U.S.A.


	October 24, 2007


Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency, on behalf of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), to transmit document 5 OEA/Ser/L/V/II, adopted on October 5, 2007, by the Commission, to the honorable Council you chair.  It is a status report on the preparation of progress indicators concerning the rights protected by the Protocol of San Salvador. As you know, on June 7, 2005, the OAS General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05), adopted the Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports pursuant to Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador.  In the resolution the Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to make proposals on the composition and functioning of the Working Group established to examine the national reports.  It also requested the Commission to "propose to the Permanent Council for possible adoption, pursuant to the Standards referred to in operative paragraph 1 of this resolution, the progress indicators to be used for each group of protected rights on which information is to be provided, taking into account, among other things, the contributions of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights."

In compliance with the mandate issued by the General Assembly, and in keeping with its task of promoting human rights protection in the Americas, the Commission organized a process of consultation on the progress indicators to be used in preparing the reports.  On October 25, 2005, at its 123rd regular session, the Commission held a meeting of experts on the subject for a dialogue on their experiences, at both international and national levels.  Representatives of member states in the working group on implementation of the Protocol and members of civil society were invited to that meeting.

Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil

Chair of the Permanent Council
Permanent Representative of the Argentine Republic
  to the Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C. 20006

The meeting had two goals:  to enrich dialogue on the subject, within the Commission, elicit suggestions as to the best way for IACHR efforts to contribute to the advancement of economic, social, and cultural rights in the region without duplicating the ongoing efforts of other intergovernmental organizations; and to elicit suggestions as to the best way to pursue the General Assembly’s mandate to the Commission, in resolution AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05), on the “Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports pursuant to Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador."
After the meeting, and as part of the process, the Commission participated in a meeting organized jointly with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR), on August 30, 2006, in San José, Costa Rica. The Commission also has held informal consultations with experts both of intergovernmental organizations and of civil society.  The Commission began by gathering information on the experiences of states, our region and others, intergovernmental organizations, including ECLAC, the IDB, and UNIFEM, and human rights organizations, such as the United Nations rapporteurs, the Committee on the Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Council of Europe, and the European Court of Human Rights.
On the basis of this process, the IACHR drafted a document that was analyzed during its 125th regular session.  The IACHR instructed Commissioner Víctor Abramovich to review that document and monitor that process.  He prepared the draft approved by the IACHR on October 5, 2007, which we are now delivering to you.
The IACHR will begin a one-month process of consultation with regard to this document, with member states and with civil society organizations.  Once comments have been received, analyzed, and, where appropriate, incorporated into the document, the IACHR will provide the Honorable Council you chair with the final version of this document.
Accept, Excellency, renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
Santiago A. Canton

Executive Secretary
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2007/CP19077e.pdf

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP19077E06�








_1255433191.doc



PERMANENT COUNCIL



