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The meeting was called to order and began its consideration of the following items on the order of business (CP/CAJP-2532/07):
1. Installation of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The meeting decided to elect Bolivia by acclamation to chair the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  That country was represented by its Permanent Representative, Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros.
2. Planning for special and working meetings of the CAJP
The Chair reported that he had asked the Secretariat to draw up and distribute draft agendas for the special and working meetings to be held by the CAJP.  He said that they would begin to distribute those documents in the next few days.  Member states should express their views to the Secretariat, which would circulate them in due course, and the topic would be taken up again at the Committee’s next meeting.
3. Comments on action to be taken on the following resolutions containing specific mandates for the CAJP:

a. AG/RES. 2339 (XXXVII-O/07), “Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)”
At the request of the delegation of Panama, which was still taking the lead on that topic, the Chair proposed that consideration of this resolution be postponed until the next meeting of the CAJP, to be held on September 20.  There were no objections and the proposal was accepted.
b. AG/RES. 2271 (XXXVII-O/07), “Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism”
With regard to that resolution, the Chair said that still pending was consideration of the preparation of draft common terms of reference for the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the fight against terrorism.  Those terms of reference were to be drawn up on the basis of the document “Recommendations for the Protection of Human Rights by OAS Member States in the Fight against Terrorism” (CP/doc.4117/06) and on the outcome of the consultations with CICTE and the member states.
The Chair gave the floor to the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Dr. Santiago Cantón, who said that he would propose to the Commission that at its next session it consider the possibility of preparing a follow-up to its report on the subject of terrorism and human rights.

Some delegations suggested that the CAJP hold a meeting at which it would take concrete action and begin to draw up the terms of reference mentioned in the resolution.
The Chair said that he would ask the Secretariat to distribute the documentation on CICTE to delegations and that he would reestablish contact with CICTE with a view to moving the mandate forward.
c. AG/RES. 2283 (XXXVII-O/07), “Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment”
The representative of the Office of International Law, Dr. Luis Toro, explained that the mandates under that resolution included consideration of the possible drafting of an inter-American declaration, and evaluation of the feasibility of preparing a hemispheric manual, taking as a basis the results of the Second Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies.  According to the information provided by the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security, one country has already offered to host the meeting, and the meeting would have to be held in the first quarter of 2008.
Moreover, with regard to the draft declaration of principles on persons deprived of freedom, the Executive Secretary of the IACHR did not specify any date for adoption of the document but said that it was in its final drafting stage.  He added that, on the basis of visits to certain countries, the IACHR was drawing up a report on the situation of detention centers in several countries of the region.  In addition to that investigation process, a meeting would be held in November in Buenos Aires on good penitentiary practices, in which it was hoped that several countries in the region would participate.

Some delegations said that the Committee would need a base document drawn up by the IACHR in order to proceed with its discussion of the matter.
It was hoped that the IACHR special rapporteur on the topic would attend a future CAJP meeting to report on the subject.

d. AG/RES. 2288 (XXXVII-O/07), “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy”
Dr. Ignacio Álvarez, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, said that he would support any effort made by member states to request advice on the drafting of legislation on access to public information, and would help the CAJP with related mandates.
In response to questions from some delegations on how that mandate was being carried out, the IACHR rapporteur said that access to public information was a key consideration in the study being conducted by the Commission, which was focusing on the legislative aspects of how to ensure that the right to public information became a reality.
Dr. John Wilson, representative of the Office of International Law, said that one of that office’s mandates was the preparation of a study with legislative recommendations for addressing the different legal principles that should be included in a document on access to public information.  He explained that work on that mandate was already under way in conjunction with the Department of State Modernization and Governance and with other OAS areas.
Regarding the dates for completion of the study, he said that a first draft would be circulated during the first week of November, to enable states to make their preliminary comments at the CAJP meeting of November 15.  He also explained that the Trust of the Americas would be responsible for distributing the document to civil society organizations so that they could make comments.  With those inputs, a more complete document that included basic guidelines could be submitted in late February or early March 2008. 
The Chair noted that one of the CAJP mandates under that resolution was to prepare a basic document on best practices and the development of common approaches or guidelines for increasing access to public information.  Conducting that study would require documents from other OAS organs, and thus it was necessary to begin to coordinate with them.  Moreover, a study was needed on how the state could guarantee all citizens the freedom to seek, receive, and impart public information on the basis of the principle of freedom of expression.

The delegation of Argentina proposed that a single document be prepared, because of the commonalities between operative paragraph 8 of that resolution, which called for a study on access to information and protection of personal data, and operative paragraph 13.a, on best practices and the development of common approaches or guidelines for increasing access to public information.  It suggested that the questions being asked to carry out the mandate under operative paragraph 8 be expanded to cover those required under 13.a.  That would save time and effort since the individuals to be contacted in both cases were the same.

The Chair said he would inform the Committee on the work to be carried out, and it was decided that those efforts would be coordinated by the First Vice Chair of the CAJP.
e. AG/RES. 2262 (XXXVII-O/07), “Protocol of San Salvador:  Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties”
The Executive Secretariat of the IACHR reported that at its October session the Commission would discuss the proposed changes to the document that the IACHR Secretariat had prepared.  It therefore asked that it be given until October to present the final document.  It was so decided.
f. AG/RES. 2267 (XXXVII-O/07), “Right to the Truth”
The Chair commented on the “Latin American Initiative for the Identification of the Disappeared,” made up of private forensic anthropology teams from Argentina, Guatemala, and Peru, for the purpose of searching for and identifying the remains of 1,600 people and returning them to their family members, within a two-year period of time.  The Chair said that, as a contribution to that effort, he hoped to get one or two people involved in the project to participate in a meeting, since the identification of mortal remains was a fundamental aspect of the right to the truth.
For his part, the Executive Secretary of the IACHR said that he was working on a report on how the right to the truth had evolved in the Hemisphere in recent decades and that he hoped to have it ready for the IACHR session to be held after the one in October.
g. AG/RES. 2280 (XXXVII-O/07), “Human Rights Defenders:  Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas”
The Executive Secretary of the IACHR said that the Commission was making efforts to publicize the report on human rights defenders.
4. Other business
The Chair noted that the Permanent Council had sent him a note from the Inter-American Juridical Committee forwarding resolution CJI/RES. 137 (LXXI-O/07) and the opinion on the scope of the right to identity (CP/doc.4240/07).  He suggested that those documents be transmitted to the working group that was preparing a draft inter-American program on universal civil registry and the right to identity.

Dr. Luis Toro, representative of the Office of International Law, informed the meeting that the questionnaire on the International Criminal Court had been sent to the member states on August 30.  He asked countries that had not yet replied to do so promptly.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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