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The meeting addressed the following matters on the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2536/07:

1. Comments on measures to be taken on AG/RES. 2339 (XXXVII-O/07), “Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)”


The Chair of the Committee offered the floor to Ambassador Arístides Royo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Panama to the OAS.


Ambassador Royo expressed appreciation for the adoption of resolution AG/RES. 2339 (XXXVII-O/07) by the General Assembly at its most recent regular session and for the support offered for the creation of a Technical Secretariat headquartered in Panama and charged with the follow-up to the Program of Action and with planning activities to achieve its specific aims and measures. He said he was approaching the CAJP since it was the Committee mandated to present to the Permanent Council a structure for that Secretariat.  He expressed his delegation’s complete willingness to work with the Chair and the Committee in fulfilling this mandate. He also proposed the formation of an informal working group to carry out the necessary tasks.


Ambassador Royo recognized Natasha Belotti, Director of the Legal Advisory Office of the National Secretariat on Disability (SENADIS) of the Office of the President of the Republic of Panama.  Ms. Belotti, after thanking the Committee for the opportunity, proceeded to give a detailed presentation on the proposal to install in Panama a technical secretariat to follow up on the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016).  Subsequently, the presentation was distributed as a CAJP document, classified as CP/CAJP-2538/07.


The Director of SENADIS expanded on the relationship between the Technical Secretariat and the OAS.  She also explained the aims of the Technical Secretariat, its structure, its functions, and the reasons for locating it in Panama.


She concluded by thanking the Committee for the opportunity to present her proposal.  The Chair offered the floor to the delegations for their comments.


Several delegations thanked Ms. Belotti for her presentation and reaffirmed their commitment to this mandate.  They said that the Technical Secretariat could help to realize an initiative that would mobilize resources using the capacity of the multilateral system and also calling upon civil society and the private sector for their support.  Special recognition was expressed for the work under way in Panama in this field.


The Committee decided to form an informal working group to address the topic; that group was to choose its own coordinator at its first meeting. 


The Chair also mentioned the second operative paragraph of resolution AG/RES. 2339 and stressed the need to begin work in the near future on the mandates issued, so as to be able to fulfill them within the time allowed.


The delegation of Panama thanked the member states for their support and said that the proposal would be circulated at the earliest possible opportunity so that the first meeting of the Working Group could be held in the near future, and invited all delegates to participate in the group.

2. Continued planning of special and working meetings of the CAJP


The Chair gave the floor to Dr. Dante Negro, Director of the Office of International Law, for clarifications on the special meetings.


As for the draft agenda for the working meeting on the International Criminal Court (CP/CAJP-2535/07), the delegation of Mexico offered comments that were later provided in writing, in document CP/CAJP-2535/07 add. 1, and its approval remained pending comments to be received from delegations.


The draft agenda for the special meeting on current topics in international refugee law (CP/CAJP-2533/07) was adopted.


The delegation of Mexico commented on the draft agenda for the annual meeting on implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families (CP/CAJP-2534/07), which were later provided in writing and published in document CP/CAJP-2534/07 add. 1.  The approval of this agenda also remained pending comments to be received from delegations.

3. Comments on measures to be taken on the following resolutions that do not contain  specific mandates for the CAJP


The Chair gave the floor to the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Dr. Santiago Cantón, who spoke on the following resolutions.

· AG/RES. 2345 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen)”


The Executive Secretary recalled that the inter-American human rights system is of a subsidiary nature and, therefore, should act only when the domestic mechanisms of states are insufficient. He stressed that it is essential that states do everything they can to reinforce their internal human rights systems.


He also referred to the problem of the number of complaints received by the Commission. He emphasized the role defenders of the people or defenders of the population have begun to play. He noted that on all of its visits to member states the Commission considers it essential to meet with defenders to learn directly from them how they can help.


He also stressed the importance of sufficient resources to enable these institutions to function effectively and maintain their independence in every possible way.


Finally, he reaffirmed that the Commission is at the disposal of the defenders of the people.

· AG/RES. 2277 (XXXVII-O/07), “Internally Displaced Persons”


The Executive Secretary of the IACHR stressed the importance of continuing to pursue this topic and said the Commission had done so, inter alia, by visiting the countries affected.


He also noted that the office of rapporteur on internally displaced persons had been closed for lack of resources.


He mentioned how this resolution applies tangentially to gender issues, since internally displaced persons are largely women, and often indigenous.


The Chair of the CAJP recalled that the topic of internally displaced persons would be addressed under item two of the agenda already approved for the special meeting on refugees, scheduled for January 29.

· AG/RES. 2295 (XXXVII-O/07), “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families”

The Chair recalled that this resolution did not contain a specific mandate for the Permanent Council or the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs but had been included as a topic that should be considered by the Committee.


The Executive Secretary of the IACHR said it was important to bear in mind the specific needs of relatives of the disappeared in the region in order to respond to them effectively.  He said it was important for states to work to protect their inhabitants and to cooperate in seeking answers to the questions posed by family members of the disappeared.  And he stressed the importance of preventing impunity.
4. Presentation by members of the Latin American Initiative for the Identification of the Disappeared


The Chair welcomed the three representatives of the Latin-American Initiative for the Identification of the Disappeared, Drs. Fredy Chelery, Mercedes Gorretto, and José Pablo Barreibar, of the forensic anthropology teams of Guatemala, Argentina, and Peru, respectively, and thanked them for attending. He stressed the importance of that project in relation to the topic Right to the Truth, explored in resolution AG/RES. 2267 (XXXVII-O/07).


He recalled the importance of recovering remains and of investigating the truth behind the crimes.  He expressed the wish to find means of cooperation that would open new doors toward the identification of victims of human rights abuses.


The three representatives spoke on their institution’s work in recent years.
/

The Chair thanked them for their presentation and gave the floor to the delegates for their observations.  Various delegations expressed gratitude for the presentation and emphasized the importance of this organization’s work as a vital step toward closure on Latin America’s periods of abuse.

5. Other business


The delegation of Argentina reported on the September 17 meeting of the Informal Working Group to Study the Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute.


The delegation reported that the Alternate Representative of Mexico, Alonso Martínez Ruiz, had been elected as coordinator of the group.  He also mentioned the work calendar that had been established.


The Director of the Office of International Law responded to the suggested dates for certain special meetings of the Committee, explaining that every effort had been made to hold the meetings in the near future and take advantage of the presence of the same persons at those meetings.


There being no further business to consider, the meeting was called to a close.
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