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COMMENTS OF THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON THE

DRAFT AGENDA OF THE “SPECIAL MEETING ON THE RIGHT TO

FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESION”


The Permanent Mission of the United States presents its compliments to the OAS General Secretariat, and has the honor to refer to the request of the Chairman of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) for comments regarding the draft agenda for the upcoming “Special Meeting on the Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression,” distributed initially for CAJP discussion on October 23, 2007.  The U.S. has reviewed the draft agenda and hereby submits its comments to help facilitate a productive Meeting.  


The U.S. Mission to the OAS is a strong supporter of civil society access to the OAS.  This is a reflection of our shared commitment to civil society, as endorsed by heads of state at the 4th Summit of the Americas, in the Declaration of Florida, and in the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  


With this mind, the Mission notes that, according to the "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities" contained in CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) (at http://www.civil-society.oas.org/Permanent%20Council/CP-RES-759.htm), "civil society organizations may attend the activities of the OAS, make presentations, provide information, and, at the request of the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, provide expert advice, in accordance with these guidelines." We believe it to be of vital importance that civil society be permitted to attend this Meeting, which will address the fundamental freedom of speech, in order to “make presentations and provide information.” 


The U.S. Mission notes that CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) also states that, “the Secretariat shall provide registered civil society organizations, in a timely manner, with information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.”  In the spirit of transparency, the U.S. Mission requests the OAS General Secretariat provide all civil society organizations “of recognized standing” – per CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) – with information regarding the “Special Meeting on the Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression.”


We respectfully request that the Secretariat distribute these proposals for considerations by member states prior to the next meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.


Please accept renewed assurances of my highest consideration.








Sincerely,







J. Robert Manzanares




    Interim Permanent Representative
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SPECIAL MEETING ON THE RIGHT TO

FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESION

November 29 and 30, 2007

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT SCHEDULE

(Comments presented by the Permanent Mission of the United States to the OAS)
Thursday, November 29, 2007
9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
INAUGURAL SESSION

· Remarks by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

· Remarks by _______, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Remarks by ________, Judge of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

· Remarks by Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
DEFINITION, CONCEPT, AND IMPORTANCE FOR DEMOCRACY (ARTICLE 13.1)

UNIVERSAL AND INTER-AMERICAN INSTRUMENTS ON FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION

RECENT ADVANCES WITH STANDARDS ON FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

· Presentations by civil society organizations, pursuant to CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.2:  THE EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO PRIOR CENSORSHIP, BUT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO SUBSEQUENT IMPOSITION OF LIABILITY, WHICH SHALL BE EXPRESSLY ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE:  (A) RESPECT FOR THE RIGHTS OR REPUTATION OF OTHERS; OR (B) THE PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY, PUBLIC ORDER, OR PUBLIC HEALTH OR MORALS

THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.4:  PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS MAY BE SUBJECT BY LAW TO PRIOR CENSORSHIP FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF REGULATING ACCESS TO THEM FOR THE MORAL PROTECTION OF CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

· Presentations by civil society organizations, pursuant to 

CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION (ARTICLE 13 OF THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS) AND PROTECTION OF HONOR AND DIGNITY (ARTICLE 11 THEREOF)

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

· Presentations by civil society organizations, pursuant to 

CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

Friday, November 30, 2007 

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.3:  THE RIGHT OF EXPRESSION MAY NOT BE RESTRICTED BY INDIRECT METHODS OR MEANS, SUCH AS THE ABUSE OF GOVERNMENT OR PRIVATE CONTROLS OVER NEWSPRINT, RADIO BROADCASTING FREQUENCIES, OR EQUIPMENT USED IN THE DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION, OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS TENDING TO IMPEDE THE COMMUNICATION AND CIRCULATION OF IDEAS AND OPINIONS
Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

· Presentations by civil society organizations, pursuant to CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.5:  ANY PROPAGANDA FOR WAR AND ANY ADVOCACY OF NATIONAL, RACIAL, OR RELIGIOUS HATRED THAT CONSTITUTE INCITEMENTS TO LAWLESS VIOLENCE OR TO ANY OTHER SIMILAR ACTION AGAINT ANY PERSON OR GROUP OF PERSONS ON ANY GROUNDS INCLUDING THOSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, LANGUAGE, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS OFFENSES PUNISHABLE BY LAW.

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations
· Presentations by civil society organizations, pursuant to CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS AS A FORM OF EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Speaker:

· Dialogue with delegations

· Presentations by civil society organizations, pursuant to CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

12:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
CONCLUSIONS AND REFLECTIONS

· Remarks by Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression

· Remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
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