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Dear Mr. Chair,


I am pleased to forward to you some changes that this mission has drafted to the Draft Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity.”  They pertain to the last three points of the five presented to the Working Group on October 17 for consideration.  I would ask that they be taken into account at the meeting on Friday, November 16.  I would also ask that they be presented to the delegations for consideration and comments, to enable said delegations to provide any inputs they deem relevant and thus to enable the changes to be incorporated into the draft.
Point No. 3:

· Foster instructional awareness campaigns on responsible parenting by both parents and on the importance of civil registry for effectively guaranteeing the rights of children.
New proposal:
· The states will foster and mount instructional campaigns to sensitize the population and increase its awareness of the importance of responsible parenting by both parents, and on the importance of registering minors and obtaining the corresponding civil registry certificates issued by the competent authorities, as an effective instrument for guaranteeing their rights.
Note: The Spanish word “concienciar” is used since it fully conveys the meaning intended in the proposed text.

Concienciar:  Hacer que alguien sea consciente de algo, que lo conozca y sepa su alcance (To make someone aware of something, to familiarize them with it and have them understand its scope).  Diccionario de la Lengua Española.  Vigésima Segunda edición.
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Point No. 4:

· Organize monitoring groups to verify that all children accessing various government services and programs have a civil registry certificate.  If they do not, this group will help the parents apply for and obtain one.
New proposal:

· The states will promote and organize monitoring groups to verify that every minor accessing government services and programs has his/her respective civil registry certificate.  If a minor does not hold (possess) said certificate, these groups should help parents apply for and obtain one.

Point No. 5:

· Work with indigenous communities to raise awareness on the need for civil registry.
New proposal:

· The states will work with indigenous communities, or with any other ethnic group, to raise their awareness and sensitize them on the need to register in order to obtain the civil registry certificates issued by the competent authorities, as an effective instrument for guaranteeing their rights.
Yours very truly,

Camilo Ospina

Ambassador, Permanent Representative
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