- 3 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE  
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CSH/SA-125/07



21 November 2007


COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: English
Summary of the meeting of November 15, 2007

1. Session on Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education in the Hemisphere (AG/RES 2260 XXXVII-O/07).
· Presentation by Ambassador Miguel Marin Bosch, Mexico

The statement by Ambassador Miguel Marin Bosch has been distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 142/07. Ambassador Marin-Bosch highlighted the importance of the United Nations Study on Disarmament and Non-proliferation Education, contained in UN document A/57/124. 
· Presentation by Michael Cassandra, Chief, Monitoring, Database and Information Branch, UN Office for Disarmament Affairs


The presentation by Michael Cassandra, from the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, has been circulated as document CP/CSH/INF. 141/07. Mr. Cassandra also distributed the following documents related to his presentation: “OAS Member States that have Contributed Information to the Follow-Up Reports of the UN Secretary-General to the General Assembly on the Implementation of the Recommendations of the UN Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education” (CP/CSH/INF.139/07) and “Regional References in the Recommendations of the United Nations Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education Excerpted from A/57/124 of August 2002” (CP/CSH/INF. 140/07.

Delegations expressed their satisfaction in having an entire session devoted to this topic, and especially with the participation of such important speakers in the subject. Delegations also welcomed the highlight made on the UN Study on Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education, and the importance of focusing on the recommendations of such study. 
The delegation of the United States pointed out the OAS Resolution AG/RES. 2109 (XXXV-O/05) “Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education,” which gives a balanced approach to this issue. The delegation of the United States offered three recommendations that could be applied by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Inter-American Defense College in promoting disarmament and nonproliferation education:
1. The Inter-American Defense College to play an important role in training military and civilian on this issue by maintaining an outreach program with other international/regional organizations.

2. The Inter-American Defense College to hold periodic seminars on disarmament and non proliferation education, and to also promote that military colleges disseminate this issue in their curricula.

3. Considering that this issue has been addressed at the Committee on Hemispheric Security since its origin, and that the topic was also included in the Declaration of Security of the Americas, the Committee should continue with the work being done on this topic, and should maintain close contact with the United Nations and other specialized regional and international organizations. 

The Delegations of Mexico, Costa Rica, Uruguay, Ecuador, Guatemala, Chile, Argentina, Colombia, El Salvador, Peru, and Canada supported the recommendations made by the delegate of the United States, and expressed their views on the importance of this topic, and the need to include this issue in the hemispheric agenda. Some delegations requested more guidance from the speakers on how to best address the topic within the OAS.  Some delegations expressed their views on the importance of education and a basis for this undertaking, and gave special focus on the issue of social violence and gangs. 

Ambassador Marin-Bosch suggested that the OAS could focus on the exchange of national experiences on the issue of disarmament and nonproliferation education, and play an advisory role to the governments in order to address the issue. 

2. Report on the Third Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the areas to which the CIFTA refers (October 15-16, 2007) (AG/RES. 2341 XXXVII-O/07)

Mr. Gerardo Bompadre, Alternate Representative of Argentina to the OAS, and Chair of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the areas to which the CIFTA refers, presented a report on the results of meeting held on October 15-16, 2007. The report of the Chair has been distributed as GE/CIFTA/doc.7/07.
The delegations of Brazil and Mexico thanked Mr. Bompadre for the report. The delegate of Brazil requested that the Portuguese translation of the report be revised before being distributed.
The delegation of Mexico, as pro tempore Secretary of CIFTA, highlighted the role played by both the Technical Secretariat, specifically by Christopher Hernandez Roy and Michael Sullivan and by the Chair of this third meeting of experts. The delegate also mentioned that they will soon be signing an agreement to hold the next CIFTA meeting in February 2008 and that they will hold informal consultations meeting on this issue.
3. Consideration and approval of agendas for some of the special events to be held in first half of 2008.
The following agendas were considered:

· Special meeting devoted to analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs  [AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07)]  - CP/CSH-924/07 rev.1
Ambassador Carlos Sosa, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS, and Coordinator of the Contact Group of member states that are concerned or particularly affected by the phenomenon of criminal gangs, presented the draft agenda that had been discussed during an informal meeting of the contact group held on November 14, 2007. 
The date for the Special meeting devoted to analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs will be January 17, 2008.

Ambassador Sosa proposed a new item on the agenda, which is a presentation on the topic of law enforcement to be presented by a representative of SICA (Central American Integration System). 
The Secretariat explained that the convocation to this meeting will be in the form of a letter which will include a series of questions that will help prepare delegations for the issues to be addressed at the special meeting. 
The delegate of Argentina asked the Secretariat in what ways the civil society will be involved, as set forth in  AG/RES. 2299, to which the Secretariat explained that the relations with the civil society is in the form of information exchange rather than in concrete projects. The Secretariat also mentioned that they will request information (written comments) from civil society in preparation for the special meeting, and subsequently for the drafting of the strategy on criminal gangs. 
The draft agenda was approved ad referendum of the delegations of Argentina and Bahamas, to be reconsidered in the Committee meeting on December 4, 2007.
· Special meeting on the Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and to promote the full force and effect of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)  [AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07)] and [AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07)] - CP/CSH-931/07
The draft agenda was approved ad referendum, to be reconsidered in the Committee meeting on December 4, 2007.
· Preparatory meeting for commemorating the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07)] 

The delegation of Mexico requested that this draft agenda be considered at the next Committee meeting to be held on December 4th since they are still undertaking the necessary consultations on this issue. 
Additionally, the delegation of Mexico asked the Secretariat that, in order to advance in this subject and according to operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07), it requests to OAS organs, agencies, entities and mechanisms related to the various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere, and other subregional, regional, and international institutions and mechanisms related to the various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere reports on measures and action related to implementation of the Declaration. 
· Meeting of states parties of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in 2008 to prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties [resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07)] - CP/CSH-930/07
The draft agenda was approved ad referendum, to be reconsidered in the Committee meeting on December 4, 2007.
· Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (AG/RES. 2270 XXXVII-O/07) - CSH/FORO-III/doc.1/07 corr.1
The draft agenda was approved ad referendum, to be reconsidered in the Committee meeting on December 4, 2007.
· Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons [resolution AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)
Considering that to date no delegation has neither expressed interest to host this meeting, the Chair proposed that this meeting be postponed until the second half of 2008 to give delegations more time for the preparation of said meeting. This request of the Chair was approved.

4. Other Business

Mr. José María Borja, Alternate Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, bid his farewell to his fellow colleagues of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, since he will be returning to Ecuador. The Chair and Delegations congratulated Mr. Borja and thanked him for his contribution to the Organization. 

The Delegation of Mexico announced that a Note had been sent out expressing their wish to host the First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security. This note has been distributed as CP/CSH-932/07.

There being no further business to consider, the meeting was adjourned.
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