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This document sets forth the initial contents of the study to be presented pursuant to operative paragraph 13.a of resolution AG/RES. 2288 (XXXVII-O/07), on access to public information.  Said resolution calls for the preparation of a basic document on best practices and the development of common approaches or guidelines for increasing access to public information.  The study in question, to be drawn up by areas of the General Secretariat and coordinated by the Office of International Law, will consist of four sections and an appendix.

The first section will cover good governance; the second, freedom of expression; the third, recommendations on access to public information and protection of personal data; and the fourth, conclusions.  The final document will contain an appendix that will summarize the region’s best practices regarding access to public information.

I.
First section – Good governance:


This section, to be drawn up by the Department of State Modernization of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, will consist of a detailed study on the links between good governance of the state, on the one hand, and access to information and transparency, on the other.
II.
Second section – Freedom of expression:


This section, to be drawn up by the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, will consist of a detailed study on the components of access to public information in the area of freedom of expression and human rights.
III.
Third section – Access to public information:


This section, to be drawn up by the Office of International Law, will consist of a detailed study on recommendations concerning access to public information and protection of personal data, specifically in compliance with operative paragraph 8.a of resolution AG/RES. 2288 (XXXVII-O/07).
IV.
Fourth section - Conclusions:


This section, to be drawn up jointly by the aforementioned individual areas, will consist of recommendations on the respective components of the final study as well as conclusions and recommendations on the next steps to take regarding access to public information.
V. Appendix – Best practices:

This appendix will be drawn up on the basis of the responses received from member states and civil society organizations to the questionnaire on access to public information contained in document CP/CAJP-2548/07 rev. 1.
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