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PERMANENT MISSION OF PERU
TO THE 

ORGRANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
No. 7-5-M/555
Washington, D.C., November 29, 2007
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency and to attach hereto the letter in which the delegations of Bolivia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and Peru present to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the draft resolution “Humanitarian Nature of the Programs of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.”

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
Antero Flores-Araoz
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
His Excellency
Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal
Permanent Representative of Colombia to the
  Organization of American States
Chair of the Committee on Administrative
  and Budgetary Affairs
Washington, D.C.
cc. Delegations of Bolivia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Panama

Washington, D.C., November 28, 2007
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency and to attach hereto, the draft resolution “Humanitarian Nature of the Programs of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.”

The purpose of this resolution is to confirm the humanitarian nature of the programs of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and thereby to establish that its funds are exempt from the indirect cost recovery policy and other reimbursement requirements.

To that end, the draft resolution invokes Article 80.i.C of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.

We would like to recall, in that regard, that humanitarian demining is a prerequisite and a tool for the sustainable development of peoples living in the vicinity of minefields and supports both a peaceful environment and healthy coexistence.

We would be very grateful if you could kindly have this draft resolution circulated to the member states for their information and subsequent consideration at the next meeting of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of our highest consideration.
His Excellency
Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal
Permanent Representative of Colombia to the
  Organization of American States
Chair of the Committee on Administrative
  and Budgetary Affairs
Washington, D.C.
Draft resolution

“Humanitarian Nature of the Programs of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States”
CONSIDERING:
The preamble to the “Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction” (Ottawa Convention, 1997), which stresses the role of public conscience in furthering the principles of humanity and the principle of international humanitarian law that the right of parties to an armed conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not unlimited; 

The principle that prohibits the employment in armed conflicts of weapons, projectiles and materials and methods of warfare of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering, established in the Ottawa Convention;

Article 1, “General obligations” of the Ottawa Convention, which establishes that  “Each State Party undertakes never under any circumstances:  a) To use anti-personnel mines; b) To develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile, retain or transfer to anyone, directly or indirectly, anti-personnel mines; c) To assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone to engage in any activity prohibited to a State Party under this Convention, and that Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all anti-personnel mines in accordance with the provisions of this Convention”; and 

Article 6 of the same instrument, which obliges the states parties not to impose “undue restrictions on the provision of mine clearance equipment and related technological information for humanitarian purposes.”

RECALLING:

Resolution AG/RES. 1191 (XXII-O/92),”Report on the Procedure for Establishing Firm and Lasting Peace in Central America” of the OAS General Assembly, which recognizes the importance of demining efforts in Nicaragua as a means of forging “a peaceful and democratic destiny for Central America”;

The adoption by the General Assembly of the goals of “global elimination of antipersonnel land mines and conversion of the Western Hemisphere into an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone” in resolution AG/RES. 1411 (XXVI-O/96), which expresses the OAS’s resolve to combine demining programs with humanitarian actions;
Resolution AG/RES. 1569 (XXVIII-O/98), “The Western Hemisphere as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone,” through which the General Assembly resolved to “reaffirm the goals of the global elimination of antipersonnel land mines and the conversion of the Western Hemisphere into an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone”;

Resolution AG/RES. 1569 (XXVIII-O/98), which urged member states to take action and support “international humanitarian demining efforts …. With the goal of ensuring that priority is given to mines that threaten civilians and of ensuring that land can be restored for productive purposes”;

Resolution AG/RES. 2261 (XXXVI-O/07), “Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru” and AG/RES. 2269 (XXXVII-O/07), “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone,” which recognize demining as a “comprehensive hemispheric humanitarian task”;

RECOGNIZING:

The importance of the activities of the Organization of American States in support of demining as well as the humanitarian cooperation it provides in its efforts to assist victims;

That the legal and political considerations underlying the Humanitarian Mine Action Program establishes that it is, in all its spheres of action, a clearly humanitarian effort that deserves to be considered for exemption from policies aimed at recovering the costs of its administration;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

The commitment of the Organization of American States to the goal of the Americas as an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone;

Article 80.i.C. “Direct Costs and Recovery of Indirect Costs” of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, which reads: “All Specific Funds and Trust Funds administered by the General Secretariat and designated by CEPCIDI or the Permanent Council as Humanitarian Funds,”
RESOLVES:

1.
To confirm the humanitarian nature of the programs of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.

2.
To establish that the funds of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the Organization of American States are humanitarian funds and are therefore exempt from the provisions of the indirect cost recovery policy and other reimbursement requirements.
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