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The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and wishes to refer to the statement made by the President of the Republic of El Salvador, Elías Antonio Saca González, at the protocolary meeting of the Permanent Council held on November 27, 2007.

In this regard, this Permanent Mission is hereby forwarding President Saca’s speech and kindly requests that it be translated into the official languages of the Organization and distributed to the missions of all member states and permanent observers.

The Permanent Mission of El Salvador avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., November 27, 2007

General Secretariat 

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.  

SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC,

ELIAS ANTONIO SACA,

AT THE PROTOCOLARY MEETING OF THE
OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL HELD IN HIS HONOR

First of all, on behalf of the people and Government of El Salvador, I extend our warmest greetings.  As their representative, I am pleased to be received by this political body of the Organization of American States.

Thank you for your remarks and for your kind welcome to this House of the Americas.  By its excellence and tradition, it constitutes a forum for political dialogue, negotiation, and cooperation among its member states, which buttress national efforts in favor of political, economic, social, cultural, and environmental development in the Americas.
The current state of international relations and, in particular, of hemispheric relations points to the growing importance of the OAS, under the sound leadership and clear, effective, and realistic political thinking of Dr. Insulza, whose teamwork with the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Ramdin, fosters understanding among subregions and countries.
Likewise, I am gratified that my visit to the Organization–the political epicenter of the inter-American system–is taking place during Argentina’s term of office as Chair of the Permanent Council.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Just over 100 days after I assumed the presidency of my country, I came to this august forum to reaffirm the inter-Americanist creed of my government, whose democratic credentials reflected, as they do today, the dynamism of Salvadorian society–a society that adheres to the purposes and principles embodied in the OAS Charter and its Democratic Charter.

Democracy in all states of the Hemisphere depends on the soundness of each of its institutions.  I have come here again today to express to the governments you represent that El Salvador is going through a period characterized by peace, understanding, freedom, and development.  With each passing day, there are fewer signs of social unrest.  Progress with equity is being increasingly felt by the different sectors of the Salvadorian people, and freedom is the common denominator of our conduct and of our individual and collective activities to build a better future for our people.

This is precisely the area on which I shall focus my remarks, since freedoms, in the case of El Salvador, reinforce the foundations of national coexistence, on the basis of respect for the dignity of human beings and the construction of a more just society, the essence of democracy and peace.  These values characterize the Salvadorian people and therefore serve as a beacon for decisions by the branches of government and for commitments by political actors.
El Salvador is facing challenges of different types with the conviction and the certainty that shoring up its institutions is one of the keys to moving forward with equity toward a more cohesive and participatory society–one based on solidarity and offering greater opportunity.

We are aware that the greatest challenge to democracy is making it a reality.  We are therefore carrying out initiatives and projects designed to improve the quality of life of the masses, with priority attention given to vulnerable groups, such as women, children, the elderly, and persons with disabilities.
Now, more than 15 years after the signing and successful implementation of the peace agreements in my country, a new El Salvador has wagered on modernization of our political and economic frameworks, with a view to achieving respect for individual and social rights.  Our ultimate aim has been to reduce poverty still further, especially extreme poverty, which, unacceptably, still afflicts 12 percent of my compatriots, even though we have successfully managed through our efforts and determination to reduce it by 20 percentage points.
My government has focused on the formulation and implementation of comprehensive public policies, allowing the state to fully play its subsidiary role–one of monitoring and expanding administrative transparency and accountability in the handling of available resources, which have to be properly targeted and used efficiently.

We are steadfast and fair: economically, to ensure the prevalence of sound competition; socially, to further create equal opportunity; legally, to have a state in which the rule of law prevails; politically, to ensure that this area serves the national interest; and environmentally, so that progress will not be achieved at the expense of the well-being of present and future generations.
This could not be otherwise since respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic and free elections, the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, and the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government are essential elements of representative democracy, which are enshrined in the Inter-American Democratic Charter and which our internal legal system points out to us and obliges us to respect.
These are the essential elements of the exercise of democracy, notable among them freedom of expression and of the press.  Before assuming public functions, I had the privilege of serving as chair of the Permanent Committee on Freedom of Expression of the International Radio Broadcasting Association.  You will therefore understand that my beliefs in this regard are a matter of principle and not subject to negotiation.  They are part and parcel of my unshakable commitment to what I believe and respect.
For that reason I submit that democracy grows stronger with full respect for freedom of expression, access to public information, and the free dissemination of ideas.  It is an individual and a collective right that should not be obstructed.  It should not be restricted or neglected.  We must all be vigilant in the defense of these rights, since this promotes dialogue and empowers us to debate in a climate of respect and tolerance, the foundation of the democratic life of peoples and the backbone of a system of freedoms.
States must work from a broad, long-term perspective that goes beyond the present political environment or the administration currently in office to develop legal systems that properly govern the right to access to public information, as well as mechanisms for making that right effective, fostering transparency and accountability in public administration.
In places where the freedoms of expression and of the press are restricted, power is misused, leading to governmental abuse, intolerance, a lack of transparency, corruption, and impunity.

The governments of the Hemisphere, meeting at the highest level at the Summits of the Americas, have agreed that a free press plays a fundamental role in the observance and promotion of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of individuals.
Just as it is important for individuals and groups to express their views on subjects of national importance, it is important for those who hold power to listen to them and to be receptive to their concerns, since power is not an end or an object in itself.  Rather, those who wield it on a temporary basis must act in such a way as to reflect concerns and proposals, even by those who do not necessarily agree with them.
Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is incumbent on governments within the OAS–the sounding board for the right of the peoples of the Americas to democracy and freedom–to promote and defend that body, as both a political system and a way of life, through which we freely determine our futures.  We establish common agendas for development and we contribute to the building of freer societies, grounded in institutions and the participation of citizens with sufficient information to enable them to participate in decision-making processes, both locally and nationally.

The OAS is a forum with numerous comparative advantages, enabling us to reaffirm every day that democratic values and development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.


Along these lines, healthy discussion and debate of positions encouraging a consensus and conducive to understanding, strengthen the Organization and constitute the cornerstone, the foundation, and an essential component of multilateralism.


Consequently, it is not true that today’s OAS is an organization that represents a deeply disturbed Hemisphere, in the throes of uncertainty and vacillation regarding the ills of democracy, factors of instability, institutional weaknesses, and the consensus-based answers that must be found to the challenges posed by globalization at the national, subregional, and hemispheric levels.  On the contrary, it is our duty to perpetuate the spirit of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to ensure that the essential elements that gave it meaning and effectiveness remain alive.

Dear Friends,


Democratic practices are aimed at settling differences and arriving at compromises according to the rules of the legitimate political game, but they actually find their greatest challenge in numerous disagreements about development problems and the tremendous needs of citizens in the areas of education, health, housing, productive employment, and the environment.


It is essential to reach important major agreements on the direction of the state as a whole and, in doing so, to strengthen the institutional system and the rule of law, in order to contribute to good governance in the Americas.


For its part, the OAS is facing an ongoing need to ensure that inter-American action reinforces the essential elements and fundamental commitments of democratic practice.


This entails close collaboration among the member states in fine-tuning effective mechanisms for dealing with state security from a multidimensional perspective, to combat jointly the scourges besetting us today.
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We Central American countries are involved in reinforcing the process of integration.  For that reason, we have institutions and instruments providing us with a regulatory framework for increased interaction among our peoples and productive sectors.  In the short run, this will lead, among other things, to a customs union and a more favorable position for trade and investment with third countries and regions, on the basis of sound and dynamic institutions that make our region more attractive and secure, thereby fostering the sense and vision of community we want to project.
Ambassadors,


That is how I view the construction of a new inter-American order, in which national and subregional efforts and aspirations complement the genuine feeling of American solidarity.  In the framework of democratic institutions, that feeling helps consolidate a system of individual freedom and social justice, based on respect for basic human rights.

I am convinced that the best way to defend the democratic system is to ensure that freedom becomes the ideal framework for generating more and better opportunities for everyone, for consolidating an agenda aimed at improving the quality of life of the most disadvantaged sectors and at making our societies the most just and most human possible.


In conclusion, I reaffirm our trust in the Organization, which is more active and present today than ever; in the aspirations of the American peoples; and in their proactive multilateralism, which complements the benefits of democracy and liberty and helps make them increasingly more tangible.


Thank you very much.
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