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CHAPTER III

Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination.

Article 1

Every person has the right to have his or her life and physical, mental, and moral integrity respected within a framework of solidarity, peace, and social justice.

Article 2

The member states recognize that the family is the natural and fundamental unit in society and that there may be different types of family in accordance with each country’s customs and norms. As the basis of human development, the family must be one of the core components of social policies and the strategic focus of action plans designed to strengthen it and its members
Article 3

Equitable access to basic services such as health, drinking water, food, housing, education, and employment, as well as others, is essential for progress toward the integral development of the peoples of the Americas.

Article 4
The member states acknowledge the need to develop policies and programs that guarantee nondiscrimination and promote the inclusion and protection of groups that are vulnerable because of their age, gender, disability, health, ethnicity, and race, in order to safeguard equal rights and opportunities and strengthen democratic values.

Article 5
The member states reaffirm their commitment to promote healthy lifestyles and to continue to improve the availability and quality of health care and access to it, given that it is fundamental for the wellbeing of individuals, democratic governance, and social and economic development.

Article 6
Access to quality education is vital for the achievement of greater equity, the development of human capital, poverty reduction, stronger democratic institutions, and the promotion of social inclusion. To attain these goals, educational policies must be based on the principles of universality, quality, equity, liberty, justice, plurality, and relevance.

Article 7
Member states will make every effort, to the maximum extent of their available resources, to guarantee primary and secondary education, expand early childhood education, and strengthen higher education.

Article 8
Education plays a fundamental part in promoting a democratic culture. That being so, training programs need to be developed and consolidated for children and youth as a means of ensuring the continuance of democratic values, including liberty and social justice. 

Article 9
Management of the educational system must be transparent and participatory. To that end, mechanisms will be devised to facilitate the participation of all stakeholders in the educational process, including families and the community.

Article 10
Poverty reduction policies and programs must consider and help diminish the negative effects of environmental degradation. To achieve these objectives, integral actions are needed that provide for the participation of the public and the private sectors and of civil society organizations.

Article 11
Natural disasters are especially devastating for the most vulnerable communities. Thus, disaster prevention, mitigation, and response policies must include precise guidelines for attending to the needs of the poorest segments of the population.

Article 12
Scientific and technological development helps to eliminate poverty, improve living standards, and achieve integral development. That is why it is necessary to step up investment in education, scientific infrastructure, and applied research, in order to take steps to promote scientific talent and ensure that the increase in productivity resulting from application of innovations benefits everyone.

Article 13
Social policies should be shaped by the principles of good governance, including, among others, transparency, accountability, effectiveness, and efficiency in the application of social investment funds. The design, execution, and evaluation of social policies require the active participation of the public and private sectors, as well as that of civil society organizations. To achieve that, information channels, social dialogue, and consultation mechanisms all have to be strengthened. Decentralization and delegation of central government authority help local governments respond to community needs more effectively, efficiently, and democratically.
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