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The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the honorable Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and has the honor of attaching Ecuador’s contribution to the Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity.

The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States thanks the honorable Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its attention to this matter and avails itself of the opportunity to renew the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., November 27, 2007
To the honorable

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) Organization of American States (OAS) 

Washington, D.C.
ECUADOR’S INPUT FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR UNIVERSAL CIVIL REGISTRY AND THE RIGHT TO IDENTITY
The General Directorate of Civil Registry and Identification of Ecuador supports the initiative to establish an Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity that would protect and promote the rights of children, since registry and identification, inter alia, are considered basic rights of the human being, involving the right to one’s name, to one’s nationality, and, above all, to know one’s parents or other family members.
When the birth of children is not duly registered, their existence is not legally recognized; they are at risk of exclusion from society and marginalization from the social protection policies applied by governments in the region.
The Constitution of Ecuador, in Articles 23, 24, Article 48, and Article 49, establishes the right to know one’s identity; this applies not only to children but to all persons, since the right to identity is an inherent right of the individual.
In order to ensure a universal, accessible, and, if possible, cost-free birth registry, as well as the right to identity, especially for minors and adults living in poverty and at risk, the General Directorate of Civil Registry and Identification has signed the Framework Agreement on Interagency Cooperation with the Office of the Vice President of the Republic, the Institute for Children and the Family, the United Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Ministry of Social Welfare, the Ministry of Education, and the National Council of Women.  This will make it possible to address the needs of vulnerable and impoverished population sectors and to contribute to the comprehensive protection of children, adolescents, and adults who have been excluded from the exercise of their basic identity rights.
The Civil Registry and Identification Act, in order to give citizens access to registry, as is their right, makes the birth registry of Ecuadorians cost-free.
The General Directorate of Civil Registry and Identification, in order to provide registry and identification services nationwide, guaranteeing universal access for all citizens, has signed a number of interagency cooperation agreements with municipal governments, enabling identification documents to be provided through an automated system linked to the national database.
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