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The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and has the honor of referring to the proposal by the Republic of Panama to install in that country the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities.

With respect to the comments and observations presented by other member countries at the working meetings, especially on the budgetary aspect, this Permanent Mission offers the following comments with the aim of advancing the work of the honorable Committee and the fulfillment of the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2339 (XXXVII-O/07), adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its recent regular session.

The proposal by the Panamanian delegation (document CP/CAJP-2538/07) outlines, inter alia, the objectives, lines of action, organizational structure, personnel structure, and operating budget of the Technical Secretariat.  These elements are generally consistent with the provisions of operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2339 (XXXVII-O/07), in which the Permanent Council is mandated to present a proposal on the matter.

On the budgetary side, the delegation of Panama has expressed, inter alia, its commitment to financing what would amount to the first two years of operations of the Technical Secretariat, and to approaching both the Panamanian private sector and other states to secure additional resources enabling the Technical Secretariat to continue its work in subsequent years.


Some member states have commented in particular on the budgetary aspect, indicating a genuine wish to fulfill the mandate.  On the other hand, they seek assurances that the Technical Secretariat, once launched, would have genuine financial prospects that would enable it to fulfill its purpose.

At the request of some delegations, various dependencies of the OAS have expressed their views on the proposal so kindly presented by the Mission of Panama; these are provided in document CP/CAJP-2558/07.

That document says, for example: “From an administrative perspective, the General Secretariat feels that it is in a position to implement the proposal submitted by the Mission of Panama” (page 1).  It also states: “Based on the budget produced by Panama, this would be sufficient to cover the costs of the Technical Secretariat for approximately ten months” (page 5).

And it states that: "It will only be possible to determine the actual operating costs of the Technical Secretariat with the passage of time" (page 6).

If we consider, together, Panama’s document; the offer of initial funding by that Government; the announcement by the Permanent Representative of that country that contributions have been offered by the private sector and by some states that would cover the operations of the Technical Secretariat for two years; the General Secretariat’s statement that it would be able to implement the Panamanian proposal; the statement by the OAS Secretariat for Administration and Finance that, on the basis of Panama’s generous offer, the Technical Secretariat could operate for 10 months, and that the actual operating cost could only be determined over time–we find the necessary elements for creating the Secretariat, launching it, and, during the initially funded period, conducting fundraising for its continued operations.

An established body with legal status and a line of action, one that demonstrated and reported progress in fulfilling its objectives, would be in a position to make effective fundraising overtures in every arena, or to attract the attention of other public and/or private bodies connected with this field.

This Permanent Mission, therefore, believes that the work of the Committee and the Informal Working Group should continue, on the basis of the proposal offered by the Panamanian delegation. Secondly, we would recommend that, in response to the budgetary concerns, consideration be given to including the following operative paragraph in the resolution establishing the Technical Secretariat: "Two years after the establishment of the Technical Secretariat, there will be an evaluation of the work accomplished, of the amount of contributions in its accounts, and of pledges of future financing, so as to determine whether to continue or terminate its work."

On this point, we should consider that, should the Panamanian Government’s proposal and funding offer not be accepted, the work of pursuing the General Assembly mandate would begin from the ground up.  The Permanent Council, through the Committee, would have to put together a Technical Secretariat proposal, which–according to the discussions in the Informal Working Group–would include initial fundraising. Here we should consider what the General Secretariat said on page 1, in item 2, of document CP-CAJP-2558/07:

”At this point in time, the General Secretariat lacks the human, financial, and material resources that would enable it to submit a proposal for consideration of the member states as an alternative to the proposal submitted by the delegation of Panama.”

We would be most grateful if the Chair would kindly distribute these comments to the other delegations for their information and any action they might find appropriate.

The Permanent Mission of Peru avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., December 13, 2007

The Honorable

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
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Washington, D.C.
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