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Summary of the meeting held on December 7, 2007

1. Report by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

Mr. Abraham Stein, Deputy Undersecretary for Multidimensional Security and Director of the Department for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of Multidimensional Security, provided an overview of the mission and structure of the Secretariat of Multidimensional Security. Mr. Stein explained to the Committee that through Executive Order 05-13 rev. 4 (October 2007), the Department for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of Multidimensional Security was created with purpose of ensuring the proper coordination and integration of the programs and projects of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and identifying objectives and priorities for the Secretariat. 
The statement by Mr. James Mack, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), has been distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 144/07. 
The statement by Ms. Carol Fuller, Secretary of the Inter-American Committee on Terrorism (CICTE), has been distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 143/07. 

Mr. Christopher Hernandez-Roy, Director of the Department of Public Security, gave an overview of the most recent activities carried out by the Department, and focused mainly on the activities to be carried out during the next several months. Mr. Hernandez-Roy commented on the mandates that emanated from the First Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime that was held in Mexico City in July 2007, and informed this Committee that the Department is working on a 2 year sub regional program to fight transnational organized crime in Central America, with special focus in Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras. 
In terms of the work being carried out for the program on Trafficking in Persons (TIP), Mr. Hernandez-Roy informed this Committee the Department on Public Security hosted an Andean conference on best practices on TIP legislation in Bogotá in August 2007; held a sub regional seminar in Central America to draft model legislation; and hosted a meeting in Santiago de Chile with government officials from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay as well as civil society organizations to discuss the TIP situation in the region.  For 2008, Mr. Hernandez-Roy informed this Committee that, in response to mandates from the General Assembly, the Department will carry out a study on the feasibility of a peer review mechanism for TIP. In addition, Mr. Hernandez-Roy stated that the date and venue for the Second Meeting on National Authorities of Trafficking in Persons, to be held during the second half of 2008, are still to be determined. 

Mr. Hernandez-Roy informed that the Third Meeting of the Group of Experts of CIFTA was held in Washington, D.C. on October 15-16, and during this meeting document on Legislative Measures to Establish Criminal Offenses was approved in accordance with the CIFTA. The Second Conference of States Party will be held in Mexico in February 2008.

In the area of fighting the phenomenon on criminal gangs, Mr. Hernandez-Roy informed this Committee that the Department completed a study on the definition and classification of gangs. This document will be presented at the Special Meeting on the Phenomenon of Criminal Gangs to be held on January 17, 2008. 


Finally, in the area of Public Security Policies, Mr. Hernandez-Roy informed this Committee that there are a series of meetings of academics and experts that have been programmed with the purpose of leading to a draft agenda, and possibly a declaration and plan of action for the First Ministerial Meeting on Crime and Violence in the Americas. The first of said meetings was held at FLASCO in Chile during the last week of November 2007. Another similar meeting is planned to take place in the Caribbean in 2008, and meetings with the civil society have also been contemplated. Also in the area of Public Security Policies, the Department held a training course in Chile for mid-level Latin American police officers on police management practices, and is planning to continue to hold similar courses for police training in 2008. Finally, the Department will carry-out a hemispheric meeting on prison policies and administration, as requested by REMJA in March 2008. 
In addition to the presentation by Mr. Hernandez-Roy from the Department of Public Security, Mr. Carl Case from the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action delivered a presentation on the demining program of the Department of Public Security. This presentation has been distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 145/07.
The Delegation of Brazil expressed appreciation for the reports on the work of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, especially for Mr. Stein’s presentation of the newly created Department for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of Multidimensional Security and commended Mr. Stein in this new undertaking, and expressed the challenge that is faced ahead in this coordination. The delegate also commented that this new structure is important to give the necessary strategic vision and coherence to the actions to be taken in this Secretariat. 
The delegate also congratulated the Directors of the areas under the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security for the concrete actions being undertaken in each of the areas, in spite of the budgetary constrains. Finally, the delegate of Brazil requested that the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security provide a calendar of the activities planned so that delegations can more actively participate in the activities that have been presented to this Committee. 
The Delegation of Argentina proposed that the presentation of such reports to the CSH be a regular, sustainable practice, since the Committee on Hemispheric Security is the political body of the Organization for the discussion of all topics related to hemispheric security. The delegate also requested that regular contact be maintained between the Secretariat and the Permanent Missions on all issues relevant to the participation of member states in the activities of the areas under the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security. 
Following-up on the activities presented by Mr. Hernandez-Roy, the Delegation of Mexico informed this Committee that the Agreement between the Government of Mexico and the General Secretariat of the OAS for hosting the next CIFTA meeting in Mexico City (February 20-21, 2008) has been signed. The Delegation of Mexico also followed-up on the support for the initiative of the Secretary General to hold a meeting of Ministers of Public Security, and reminded this Committee that in the last meeting of the CHS, held on November 15, 2007, the Delegation of Mexico presented a note offering to host said meeting (CP/CSH-932/07).  The delegate of Mexico requested clarification on when this issue of the First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security will be addressed in this Committee. 
Mr. Christopher Hernandez-Roy addressed the concern expressed by Mexico, explaining that the Permanent Council has to formally convene the First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security and determine a date and venue for this meeting. 

2. Consideration and approval of agendas for some of the special events to be held in first half of 2008.
The following agendas were considered:
· Special meeting devoted to analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs [AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07)] 
The Chair informed delegations that a letter was sent to all delegations which included some points to be considered in preparation for this special session. 

The Delegation of Venezuela asked for clarification in agenda item 8, where the term “perfect” (only in the Spanish version of the draft agenda) is used. The delegate expressed that the term “perfect” implies that a regional strategy already exists. 

The Chair informed the Committee that it was an error in translation, and that the proper term to be used is “development,” as is reflected in the English version of the draft agenda. 

There being no further comments to the draft agenda, contained in document CP/CSH-924/07 rev.2, this agenda was approved.
· Special meeting on the Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and to promote the full force and effect of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)  [AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07)] and [AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07)]

The draft agenda, contained in document CP/CSH-931/07 rev.1, was approved without any comments. 
· Meeting of states parties of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in 2008 to prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties [resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07)]

The Delegation of Mexico commented on the importance of developing a diagnosis that permits the identification of the contribution to the implementation of the mandates of the Declaration of Security of the Americas, and the formulation of future lines of action, as stated in Article IV of the Declaration.

The draft agenda, contained in document CP/CSH-930/07 rev.1, was approved without any further comments.
· Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (AG/RES. 2270 XXXVII-O/07)

The Delegation of Mexico, following-up on the comment made in the previous agenda item, stated the importance of developing a diagnosis that permits the identification of the contribution to the implementation of the mandates of the Declaration of Security of the Americas, and the formulation of future lines of action, as stated in Article IV of the Declaration.

The draft agenda, contained in document CSH/FORO-III/doc.1/07 rev.1, was approved without any further comments. 
· Preparatory meeting for commemorating the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07)]

The Chair stated that, as requested by the Delegation of Mexico in the previous CSH meeting on November 15th, and in preparation for the upcoming special session on February 25th on the preparations for the commemoration of the fifth anniversary of Declaration on Security of the Americas, a letter was sent to the following OAS organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms, as well as to sub regional, regional, and international institutions and mechanisms requesting them to submit, by February 1, 2008, reports on measures and action related to implementation of the Declaration of Security in the Americas:
· Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

· Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)

· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Department of International Legal Affairs 

· Secretariat for Political Affairs 

· Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) 

· Summits Secretariat

· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 

· Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR)

· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

· Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

· Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI)

· Inter-American Defense Board

· Inter-American Children's Institute

· OPANAL (Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean)
· ECLAC (Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean)
· IDB (Inter-American Development Bank)
· Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

· MERCOSUR

· CARICOM

· Andean Community

· Organization of Eastern Caribbean States – Regional Security System (RSS)

· General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System (SICA)

The Delegation of Mexico presented the draft agenda, contained in document CP/CSH-933/07, giving special emphasis on the two main objectives of the commemoration the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas. The first objective is the underscoring of the relevance of the Declaration and the second objective is the need for institutional strengthening to meet the challenges posed by implementation of the Declaration.
The Delegation of Brazil inquired if in the final version of the agenda all comments that have been included in this draft agenda would be eliminated.  The delegate of Brazil suggested that in Part I. 2. a) the word “Actions” be changed and replaced with the word “Comments”. 

The Delegation of Chile highlighted the importance of commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Declaration of Security in the Americas, and expressed concern that this agenda might be too ambitious to be able to complete it in a single day of sessions devoted to this topic. 

The Delegation of Argentina pointed out that the draft agenda being considered is for a preparatory session to the meeting on the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration of Security in the Americas to be held in October 2008, and expressed that some of the items included in this draft agenda could be considered in the draft agenda for the October 2008 meeting, and not for this preparatory meeting. The delegate of Argentina asked if this Committee should consider that during the meeting to be held in October 2008, a document (Declaration, Conclusions of the Meeting, etc.) be adopted by member states.  As for Part II of this draft agenda, the delegate of Argentina commented that a draft document should be prepared by the General Secretariat which identifies the contribution of the Organization, so that member states could then revise it and contribute to such document. 
The Delegation of Jamaica suggested that perhaps the draft agenda could be reorganized so that, instead of there being two different items on the agenda for member states to reiterate their commitment with the Declaration of Security in the Americas and to comment on the activities that are being carried out over the first fiver years of the Declaration of Security in the Americas to address the different threats to security in their countries, these two items could be grouped into a single agenda item. In addition, the delegate of Jamaica suggested that the interventions by member states and the interventions by organs, institutions and mechanisms could be divided into two separate sections (Section I and Section II, respectively), and that a third section could be included to draw conclusions on the meeting, and perhaps initiate the preparation of a document to be presented at the meeting in October 2008.

The delegate of Mexico clarified that the intention is to have a document with conclusions and future recommendations in the framework of the Declaration of Security in the Americas at the meeting to be held in October 2008. 
The Chair informed the Committee that this agenda will be considered again during the CHS meeting scheduled for January 22, 2008.
· Meeting of high-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management [resolution AG/RES. 2314/07 (XXXVI-O/07)] 

The Delegation of Venezuela presented the draft agenda, contained in document CP/CSH-936/07, explaining the importance of contributing to the reduction of vulnerability in natural disasters and mitigating risks, and highlighted the mandates contained in AG/RES. 2314/07. The delegate of Venezuela highlighted two thematic areas: 1) prevention as a mechanism to reduce the risk to disasters; and 2) assistance in cases of disasters.  The delegate of Venezuela informed this Committee that the Venezuelan national authorities charged with this issue and the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation are studying the possibility of producing a final document for this meeting. If there is to be a document for this meeting, it will be presented as soon as possible for it to be discussed at this Committee, and consequently consider this document during the meeting to be held in March. 
The Delegation of Chile pointed out that natural disasters cannot be reduced since they occur, and are not programmed. The delegate of Chile requested that the draft agenda addresses “National strategies for the ‘mitigation’ of disasters,” and not for the ‘reduction’ of disasters. 

The Delegation of Colombia mentioned that a workshop is being organized in Colombia about the need to invest in reduction of vulnerability to natural disasters, and that this workshop could provide valuable inputs to the meeting to be held in Venezuela. 
The delegate of Brazil commended the inclusion of agenda item I. 3, and highlighted the importance of addressing synergies as this is a key concept.
The Delegation of Mexico pointed out the need to work in conjunction of the Inter-American Network on Disaster Mitigation, as pointed out by Venezuela and as set forth in AG/RES. 2314/07.  The delegate also commented on the need to include the conclusions of the meeting to be held in Bogotá, as was pointed out by the Delegation of Colombia. In addition, the delegate noted that there are other efforts and mechanisms in the Organization that are carrying-out actions in this field, and that addressing synergies only between two mechanisms, as expressed in this draft agenda, is restrictive. The delegate of Mexico encouraged this Committee and the Delegation of Venezuela to integrate the efforts and documents of other organisms into this agenda item. 
The Delegation of Jamaica pointed out that this draft agenda includes items of importance to be addressed at this meeting, and considers that the key elements are reflected in this draft agenda. The delegate supported the comment made by the Delegation of Mexico about the participation of the Inter-American Network on Disaster Mitigation.

The Delegation of the United States encouraged this Committee to work closely with CEPCIDI who has tools that are needed to advance in this area and noted the importance of the Inter-American Development Board in this issue and the assistance they can provide in compiling data and providing a study in this area for the meeting to be held in March.
The Chair informed the Committee that this agenda will be considered again during the CHS meeting scheduled for January 22, 2008.

3. Other Business

There being no further business, the meeting was called to a close.
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